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Abraham Goldsmid Esq. 



S I Ri 

T\ E 1 G N to accept this Volume, as a 
Mark of Eftecm and Gratitude, for 
Favours received* 

There will appear a peculiar propriety in 
the intrOdudion of your Name at the head 
of a Volume of this nature : for as our 
Rabbins obfcrve, nVlKJn na-)pOtSf Hpllf rhr\^ 
Great is Cbarity which hasteneth 
THE Redemption* Thifr. Work being 
written with a manifefl: intention of ihew« 
ing the foundation of our Hopes in the fu- 
ture Redemption of our Nation ; it could 

not 
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not with greater propriety have b een De^ 
dicated, than to a~ Gentleman of your exalt- 
ed charadlcr, for Intejgrity and Probity in 
every tranfadion of Poblic Ulfc : and by 
your Affability, Khidnefs, and Unbounded 
Liberality to the neceflitous. Daily, and 
Hourly, tending (according to the Maxim 
quoted)^ to forward tha:t Gi^ eat, Glori- 
ous, and Happy event. 

That you may long live an Hopour^ 
and an Ornament to our Nation, h the fin* 
cere and* ardent prayer of ^. 

.4 

Your much obliged. 

And uiiQft Obedient, .. ^ 



• I • 



Huifable Servant, 

- ,.. , . 

D. LEyr, 



•V 



Green Street 

Mile End New Town. 

March 25. j8oo. 
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JL HE eighth prophecy commences Chap* 
tpr aflv. verle i • and is CQntinued to the end 
of the 15th yerfe of Chapter xlvi. 

In this prophecy, the Prophet informs us 
of the five following important events, that 
^re to ^ake place, at the future reftoration of 
3the nation. 

Firft, of the enlarged ftate of Jerufalem, 
and the temple; as in yer, 1^6. *^. More- 
over, when ye fhall divide the land by lot for 
inheritance, ye fljall offer an oblation unto 
Vpl. Ill, 6 thf 
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the Lord, an holy portion of the land ; the 
length ((hall be) the length of five and 
twenty thoufand (rods), and the breadth ten 
thoufand ; this ((hall be) holy in all the bor- 
ders thereof round about. Of this there fliall 
be for the fanftuary five hundred (in length), 
by five hundred (in breadth), fquare round 
about; and fifty cubits for the fuburbs there- 
of round about. And of this meafure (halt 
thou meafure the length of five and twenty 
thoufand, and the breadth of ten thoufand ; 
and therein (hall be the fandtuary, (even) the 
molt holy (place). This holy portion of the 
land (hall be for the priefts the minifters of / 
the fandtuary, that draw near to miniftcr un- 
to the Lord ; and it (hall be a place for their 
houfes, and an holy place for the fandtuary. 
And five and twenty thoufand (in) length, 
and ten thoufand (in) breadth, fhall alfo be 
for the Levites the minifters of the houfe, 
(even) unto them, for a pofTeffion (for) twen- 
ty chambers. And ye fhall appoint the pof- 
fefTionof the city, five thoufand .in) breadth, 
and (in) length five and twenty thoufand, 
ever again(t the oblation of the holy (por- 
tion): it fhall be for the whole houfe of 
Ifrael/* 
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Second^ of the portion that is to be given 
to the Prince ; the Mcffiah : as ver. 7 — 8» 
** And (a portion (hall be) for the prince on 
this fide and on that fide of the oblation of 
the holy (portion) and of the pofleflion of the 
city, before the oblation of the holy (por* 
tion) and before the pofleflion of the city^ 
from the weft fide wefl:ward, and from the 
eaft fide eaftward : and the length (fliall be) 
over againft every one of the portions, from 
the border of the weft to the border eaftward. 
In the land ihall be his poflefl[ion in Ifrael : 
that my princes may no more opprefs my 
people." 

Thirdi of the oblation which all the peo- 
pie of the land are to give ta the prince; the 
Mefliah : ver. 1 3— i/. " This is the heave- 
olTering which ye fhall ofler : the fixth part 
of an ephah out of an homer of wheat, and 
the fixth.part of an ephah out of an homer 
of barley. And (concerning) the flatute of 
oil, (even) the bath of oil, (ye fliall ofier) 
the tenth part of a bath out of a cor; (which 
IS equal to) an homer often baths ; for an 
homer is ten baths. And one lamb out of 
thie flock, out of tvro hundred, from the wa- 

B a tered 
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tered ♦ paftures of Ifrael : for the meat ofFei^* 
ing, and for the burnt offering, and for tlid 
peace offerings, to make atonement for them, 
faith the Lord Gpdi All the people of the 
land fhall give this heave offering to tht 
prince in Ifrael. And it fhall be incumbent 
on the prince (to give) burnt offerings, and 
the meat offerings^ and thp drink offerings^ 
in the feafts, and in the new moons^ and in 
the fabbaths^ and in all the folemn timet 
of the houfe of Ifraeh he fhall prepare the 
lin-ofFering, and the raeat-ofFering , and 
the burnt^offering, and the peace-offerings^ 
to make reconciliation for the hdufe of 
IfraeL " 

Fourth^ of the dedication of the temple irt 
the days of the MefEah: ver. iS-io^ ^*Thu« 
faith the Lord God : in the firft (month)i 
on the firft day of the months thou fhalt take 
a young bull without blemifh> and ihalc 
cleanfe the firndtuary^ And the priefl ihall 
tlake of the blood of the ^n-ofibring, and put 
it upoti the pofts of the houfe, and upon the 
four corners of the fettle of the altar, and 

• Uftd figuniti?djr ^dkm^ Hit ftttofl; sad choicdt 

upon 
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tIpOn the pods of the gate of the inner courts 
And thas (halt thou do on the feventh (day) 
of the month, for him that erfeth and for 
(him that is) fimple: fo fhall ye make re- 
conciliation for the hoafe.^' 

The firft month, here mentioned, is the 

month Niflan : (for that is always called the 

_ firft month; as Mofes faid, (Exod. xii. 2.) 

- ^* This month fhall be onto you the begin*- 

ning of months c^' &c. And l^us alfo the 

prophet fays, vcr. 21% "In the firft (month,> 

Cn the foflrteerith day of the mdnth> ye ihall 

have the paffover^*' i&c.) atid by which, the 

prophet informs us^ that, on the firft day of 

tJie month Niflan^ they (hall dfedicate the al- 

ter> by offering burnt offerings thereon : and 

which is a manifeft proof, that this promifc 

was not accomplifhed at the building of the 

fccond temple 3 for in the book of E2ra> 

(Oia?p. iii. 6v) it fays, ** From the firft day 

of the fevdnth month began they to ofier 

burnt-offerings unto the Lord/' -It alfo 

mentions their keeping the feaft of tbberna* 

clesf whence it is clear that they did riot of^ 

fer the offerings of dedication in the month 

Nifian« Neither can it be faid, that this was 

A9 offering of the new moon, ordained in 

th« 
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the law, as feme have attempted to explain 
it ; becaufe the prophet fays, that this was 
to be a fin-ofFering 5 ver. 19. "And: the 
pr ieft (hall take of the blood of the fin of- 
fering, and put it upon the pofts of the 
houfe/' &c. But this was not the cafe with 
the ofiering of the new moon $ for the Hulls 
then offered, were burnt*ofFerings ^ befides 
their blood was not fprinkied on the pofls 
of the houfe, nor on the corners on the fet« 
tie of the altar ; but only two gifts, which 
Are as four *: from all which, it is manifeft, 
that the prophet was fpeaking of the future 
dedication of the altar, at the time of the 
true M efiiah ; and which is to be on the firft 
day of the month NifTan, in the manner ^d 
form here fhewn. 

As to what the Archbilhop of Armagh 
has obferved in his note on this paflage,— - 
^'Cleanfe thefanduary. See Levit, xvi. i6« 
A yearly ceremony feems to be here enjoined,* 
and not a mere dedication/' fcarce deferves 
tiotice ; as there is not the leaft analogy be* 
tween the words of the prophet, and JlaviU 

* See Grexnara Zcnchoenii Pcrck Bazcbu Mekomoa. 
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xvi. 1 6. This, every one will be fully oon-« 
vlnced of, on comparing the pailages toge^ 
ther. 

Fifth, concerning the other offerings here 
mentioned byEzekiel; in which he diflfert 
much from the precepts of the law of Mofes. 
Firflt 'in regard to the fcaft of paflbver j ver* 
22* ^* And upon that day (hall the prince 
offer for himfelf, and for all the people of 
the land, a bull for a fin-offering." But in 
the law of Mofes, there is not any mention 
made of a bull to be ^offered on any of the 
days of paflover^ but a goat; as is iaid. 
Numb, xxviii. 22* ^^ And one gozt/or a 
fin -offering, to make an atonement for 
you/* 

Second, concerning what is faid in ver. 
23. . " And feven days of the feafl, he fhall 
offer a burnt-offering to the Lord, fcveii 
bulls, and feven rams without bleniifh/'&c. 
This differs greatly from the commandment 
in the law concerning the offerings of the 
paffoveri for there it is faid*, *<Two young 
bulls, and one ram, and fe?en lambs of the 
$rA year :'' whereas, Ezekiel has added to 

^ Numb« xxynu 19. 

the 
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the buUs^ and rams, but has not mentioned 
the lambs. 

Third, in that he has faid, ver, 2\. ^'And 
he (hall offer a meat-offering of an ephah 
for a bull and an ephah for a ram ; " £|y 
which, he h^s mad(^ the n^eat-offeri^g of tho 
ram, equal to that of the bull i an ephah 
for each : whereas, in the law it fays *» 
•' Three tenth-deals (hall ye offer for a bull» 
and two teath^deals for a ram/' 

Fourth, in that he faid in the latter mem-s^ 
ber of ver. ZA* ^* And an bin of oil for an 
ephah/' Whereas the law fays-f, ♦* Or for 
a ram, thou (halt prepare (for) a meat-offer- 
ing, two tenth-deals of fine flour mingled 
with the third (part) of an bin of oil/* And 
for a bull, " A J meat-offering of three 
tenth-deals of fine flour mingled with half 
jinhinofoil/' 

Fifth, concerning the facrifices of th© 
feaft of tabernacles : ver. zs* " ^^ ^^^ ^* 
venth (month) on the fifteenth day of thp 
month, during the feaft, he (hall do the like 
feyeh days ; according to the fin-offering, 
according to the burnt-roffering, and accoiirf*i> 

* Npmb, xxYui« 20. t Ibid. vr> 6* % Ibid* 8, 

ing 
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Jng. to the meat-offering, and according to 
the oil." This differs greatly from the com« 
m^nd in the law ; for the numfber of bulls 
on the feven days, was not equally alike ; as 
they were diminifhcd daily *: neither was 
there feven raifns, each day, but two only : 
befideSi there were fourteen laml^ offere4 
each day; which Ezekiel has not mentioned; 
add to this, that here is the fame difference 
in regard tp the flour and oil of the meat, of- 
fering, as in the preceding article. 

» 

Sixth, concerning the offer ixig of the fab- 
bath ; Chap* 3!ilvi. ven 4 "And the burnt* 
offering which the prince (hall offer unto the 
Ijokd on the fabbath-day, (ftiall be) fiap 
lambs without blemifh, and a ram without 
blemi{h, — And the meat-offering for the 
lambs as h^ is difpofed-f-to give/' This alio 
differs' greatly from the law of Mofes > firft, 
in his faying, •f fix lambs ;." whereas tne law 
fays|, *^And on the fabbath day, two lambs," 
&(:. Second, tbe offering qf the ratpj where- 
as in the law, there is not the lead mention 
IKiade of a ram to be ofiered on the fabbath. 

* Numb, 3DBX. r^— 32. 
f Hcb. The gift of his hand. % Numb, xxviii, 9. 

Vol. III. C Third, 
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Third, ki appointing the quantity of the 
meat-ofFcring of the lambs, to be according 
to the will of the prince ; whereas in the 
law of Mofes, it was limited to a certain 
meafure. In the meafure of the meat-of- 
fering of the ram, and the oil, there is the 
fame difference, that has been already men- 
tioned. 

Seventh, concerning the facrifices to be 
offered on the new moon ; ver. 6 — 7. "And 
in the day of the new moon (there fhall be) 
a young bull without blemifh ; and fix 
lambs, and a ram, without blemifh. And 
he fhall prepare a meat*offering, an ephah 
for a bull, and an ephah for a ram : and for 
the lambs according as his h^d fhall attain 
unto ; and of oil an hin for an ephah. ^' 
This alfo is an important difference; firfl, in 
that he appointed one young bull for the new 
moon; whereas the law fays*, "two young 
bulls:" fecond, by ordering fix lambs; though 
the law faysf, " feven lambs ;" and alfo in 
the inflance of the meat-offering and the oil; 
as already noticed. 

Eighth, concerning the daily offering; Ver. 

• Numb, xxviii. zi, f Ibid* 

13- 
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13. ** And * he fhall ofFera burnt- offering 
daily unto the Lord, a lamb of the firftyear 
without blemifli : he fliall offer it every 
morning +• And he ihall prepare a meat- 
offering for it every morning ;. (even) the 
iixth part of an ephah, and the third part of 
an hinof oil toiprinkle the fine flour/' Here 
Ezekiel differs alfo from the law of Mofes ; 
as he mentions the morning continual burnt- 
offering, but has entirely omitted the even- 
ing burnt-ofJering : there is likewife a differ- 
ence in regard to the meat-offering ; for the 
law faysj, ^^And a tenth part of an ephah of 
fine £Qur for a meat offering, mingled with 
the fourth part of an hinof beaten oil/' But 
Ezekiel has made an addition to the fine 
ilbury and to the oil. It mufl: alfo be obferv- 
ed, that the prophet has not made the leaft 
mention of xhcfeaft of weeks ^ xhtfeaji oftrum^ 
peUy and the day (^ atonement i nor yet, of the 
ag^h day g/^folemn affembly : neither has he 
tadcen any notice of the offerings that are to 
be offered thereon ; or informed us, whether 
they were to be different from the law of 

• Heb. Thou flialt. 
f Heb. Morning by morning. ( Numbw xxviii* ;. 

.C z Mo- 
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Mofes, or not. — But the truth of the iiiat- 
ter is, that the prophet was fpeaking of the 
ofFeringSy that are to be offered at the dedica-* 
tion of the tern pie, that is to be built at the 
future reftoration of the Jews ; and not of 
thofe ordnined in the law of Mofes ; for 
thefc, are never to undergo any change ; the 
precepts of the law being eternal; and are to 
be always obferved : and thus fiys the laft 
of the prophets *: ** R^emembcr ye the law 
of Mofes my fervant, which I commanded 
him in Horeb concerning all Ifrael^ (even) 
the ftatutes and judgements.** Whence it 
is majiifefl that, Ezekiel never attempted to 
lay down rules different from the law of Mo- 
fes ; but only prophefied of the offerings 
that they are to offer at the future dedica- 
tion: VIZ. the fin-offerings burnt-offering> 
and meat-offering ; and by which, the pro* 
phet informs us, that at the future reAora- 
tion, on the firft day of the firft (month,) 
which is the firft day of the month Niflan^ 
the days of confccration(or dedication ) of tht 
altar, will commence ; and therefore, God 
ordained, that on chat day, they (hould offer 

^ Malich. iv» 4. 
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A young bull for a lin-ofFcring ; and in like 
mariner fliould they alfo do on the fevcntb 
day of the months to make atonement for 
him that erreth, and for him that is (implex 
ihat is, fuch who through the great joy that 
then will exift in the nation, might unguard* 
edly go into fuch parts of the holy place, as 
they are not pertoitted to enter. — An$l 
when the feaftof paflbver Aall come, dtiring 
thefe days of confecration, they mud keep 
the fcaft fevfen days : (every one) muft eat 
unleavened bread ; ttccording to the law of 
Mofes: for he made no alteration in the 
command of the paffover; but only faid, that 
on the eve of the paflover, which is the f our«- 
tecnth day of the month, the prince flial! 
ofier for himfelf, and for all the people of 
the land, a bull (for) a fin -offering. And, 
as the leven days of the feaft of paffover, will 
be included in the days of confecration, he 
therefore faid, that on the feven days of the 
feaft he (hall prepare a burnt offering of feven 
bull« and feven rams, &c. for thefe arc 
wholly, the offerings of the confecration on 
thofe davs ; ^cluiive of (be additional of- 
feryigs of the paffover, ordained in the law*« 

* Numb* xxviii, lOt Sec. 

The 
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The prophet alfo informs us, that at the 
future reiloration, thofe days of confecration, 
will continue from the fir'ftday of the month 
Niflan, when the days of the confecration 
of Mofes ended, as mentioned iiuthe Jaw*, 
until the end of the feven days of the feaft of 
tabernacles, on which, the days of confe* 
oration ended at the building of the fecond 
temple: for Mofes held the coniecration, 
feven days : and Solomon, when he built 
the temple, held them double that time-f; 
and at the building of the fecond temple, 
they held them treble that time : which is 
one and twenty days. And, as the future 
temple, will in its exaltation and fanftifica- 
tion far exceed the tabernacle that Mofes 
built, the temple that Solomon built, and 
the fecond temple ; God therefore commands 
cd, that at the future reftoration, the days 
of confecration fhould continue from the 
time that Mofes held them, unto the time 
that they held them at the fecond temple ; 
that is, from the firft day of the firft month 

• Levit. ix. I. See Jarchi, & Abarbanal in Loc. 
f I King, viii. 65 . •' Seven days a&d feven days 5 
f^» fourteen days. 
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Niff^n, to the twenty firft day of the feventh 
month 1 ifhree ; the reafon of which, will 
be mentioned hereafter. 

The prophet alfo (hewed us what they 
arc to offer at the future reftoration, during 
thofe days of confecration ; and which is as 
follows : they fhall offer every morning, a 
lamb for a burnt-offering with its meat-of<- 
fcring ; but thia is to be exclufive of the 
continual burnt-offering morning and even- 
ing, as commanded by Mofcs : thus alfo are 
the offerings of the different fabbaths, and 
new moons that (hall fall within the time of 
confecration ; as likewife thofe of the fevea 
days of the feaft of paffover, and the (even 
days of the feaft of tabernacles ; for all thofe 
mentioned by Ezekiel, are the offerings of 
thofe days of confecration 5 exclufive of the 
offerings of thofe days mentioned in the law. 
And, as the prophet in this place, did not 
intend to fay any thing concerning the offer- 
ings mentioned in the law of Mofes ; he 
therefore, even in mentioning what agreed 
with it, did not fay, as is written in the law 
of Mofes ; becaufe this was a matter wholly 
diftin<3: from it : for this prophecy regarded 
thofe future days of confecration only; and 

be-^ 
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being merely for t|iat time; they were no! to 
be offered any more after the cooipletion o£ 
thofe days : and thus we find it recorded iti 
the book of Ezra^ iil. 6. that ^'from the firft 
day of the feventh month they began to offer 
burnt offerings," &.c. And in thofe days of 
confecration, the feail of tabernacles was tn^- 
eluded; but no mentbn is ii>ade of the eighth 
day of ibleipn affembly ; but after having 
mentioned that they kept the feaft of taber* 
flacks, fcven days, it fays, ^* And afterward 
(offered) th^ coptiniial burnt-o^crings, both 
of the new*moon$, aiid of all the fet feafts 
of the Lord,'* &<?, Bepaufe^ the firft men^ 
tioned burnt offerings were thofe of the con- 
fccration ; but afterwards^ they offered ac-r 
cording to the precepts of the law only : for 
which . reafbn, the feaft of tabernadles waj; 
not included in the general tern?, ^'the feafts 
of the Lord," as was the eighth day of fo- 
lemn affembly i becaufe their confecratiQa 
continued till the end of the feven days of 
the feaft of tabernacles. And thus alfo is 
the cafe in the words of Ezekiel, who men- 

V 

tioned what they fhould do on t^6 days pf 
fonfecration oi>ly. And herein is no con- 

.t;ra4i<ti0n 
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tradii^ion in what is faid, of the meat-offer-* 
ing*; ** a meat-offering unto the Lord, by 
a perpetual ordinance continuallx/* For he 
did not make ufe of the expreflion, ** a perpe^ 
tual ordinance," in regard to that meat-offer- 
ing ; but to admonifh them, not to imagine, 
that on account of the burnt-^offcring, and 
meat-offeriqg here commanded to be offered 
every morning, they were to omit offering 
the continual burnt-offering, mentioned in 
the law of Mofes ; he therefore faid, alluding 
to thofe commanded by Mofes, *'bya per*. 
petual ordinance continually; Shall they 
prepare the lambs," i. e. the continual burnt- 
offering ordained in the law of Mofes, which 
is a perpetual ordinance, continually (hall 
they prepare it with the lamb, and the meat- 
offering, and the oil, that I have here mcn^ 
tioned to be offered every morning : for both 
the one and the other ihall be continually 
offered every morning during the days of con- 
fecration : for as they were ordained by a 
perpetual ordinance to be offered continually^ 
they mufl by no means be omitted. 

As to the reafon of the prophet's not takp- 
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ing notice of the new melt-offering that was 
to be offered on the feaft #f weeks> and th* 
offerings •£ the feaft of trumpets^ and the day 
of atonement that fhould fall within the 
time of the confccration^ ai he did of thfc 
feafl of paifovbr, and the feaftoftabefnaclls> 
it is this ; that on the feaft of paflbver, God 
was pledfed to order their offering Of thtfe 
offerings, on account of their great joy of 
th# rtdtniptton } for in the month Niflkn, 
they wfere redeemed from Egypt ; and in thfc 
month Niitan the future redemption^ wiU aU 
fo take place; for the future redemption^ will 
in every degree rfeftnible that of Egypt $ as 
has been frequently mentioned in the d^& 
of this work : and On the feafl of tabi^rttaclitt 
they were ordered to ofTo: thofe additioMd 
offerings, on account of their falvation from 
the war of Gog jand Magog ♦^ which will 
happen at tteat feafon of the year : but «s 
nothing particular is to take place on the 
feafl of weeks, the feafl of trumpetv ^^ 
the day of atot^cmtnt, there is to bt lio addi- 
tion made to their pflferings, as ordained in 
the kw ; ahd therfefote, the prophet made 
no mention 6f them. 

• See Chap, xxxvin. 

Sixth, 
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Sixth, Of the w»y that th<J prpphej PW»- 
tiCH|sfh$ prtnc? is to cntpr ; finci that '^ the 
^^fi£ih» ini}»r coart, that lookftH tQWfird 
the egft, ib«ll h* (hut th^ fix 4?iyp of w^rjc ; 
bt}t: on the £ibh»rh 4^ it 0)iiU h^ opcQi^, 
s(q4 901 lh«4^ of ^e nejy-fpoqi} it ^all be 
^pwed*/' Now, of the opening and fh»^- 
tiilg of the^ g^4ie< ; as alfo qf wh^it the pip. 
phftfaj4 ahovcf, in the (defcriptien of the 
iwiidiog, concerning the outward gate pf the 
fM^bmy that looked tovt^d ^e e^ft: '^This 
pte (Mi ^ Ai^ut, it jihall xvot be qjened, 
4EC«rr?(It is for) the prince j the prince (t^l 
fit in iit .0 eat j^refd before the LofiP :" we 
IbiRe 9p accminiltof at the bui^ing of the fe- 
mad temple j aor yet of the ibUoiving; 
iJ^PH^ the ^ophet has laid it fioyrn z» a i\mr 
iunental principle ; *f AM the prince fhall 
«ntcr by the w^ f^ she porch of th»t p^ 
tirithoi«t-<^bat the g«te ihsM not he ihut yn- 
iil the evening." And which God had awir 

j9)A(id«d to he paetACuliarly ob&rved at the 
4itmse neftoratjuon : but jtiothing of this, was 
jkCCQnpil«l|vqd during the iecond temple : cay. 
It is mwi^eik from the hifto^ of the natioit 

* Chap. x.hn» 1. ' f Ibid. xliv. t— 2. 
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during the fecond temple^ that not out of^ 
thole fix important events^ which the pro-ir 
phet here promifes, were ever accompliik^ 
ed : for in the firft place^ neither Jerufalem,. 
nor the temple were of the enlarged dimen- 
tions here Idd down : fecondly, no fuch por^ 
tion as is here mentioned, was ever given to 
the prince ; as will be fhewn more at large 
in the immediately fucceeding prophicy : 
thirdly, neither was there any heave-offeiing 
given to the prince, of wheat and barley, and 
oil, &c. Fourthly, no fuch offerings, as are 
here mentioned, were oficrcd at the dedica- 
tion of the fecond temple; nay, they did not 
feem to pay any attention to the rules here 
laid down by Ezekiel ; for in the book of 
Ezra it fays *, *' Then flood up Jofhua the 
fon of Jozadak, and his brethren the priefls, 
and Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, and his 
brethren, and built the altar of the God of 
Ifrael, to offer burnt-offerings thereon^ as 
(it is) written in the law of Mofes the man 
of God." Whence it is plain, that they of- 
fered their burnt-offerings according to the 
law of Mofes ; not according to the rules 

• Chap; iii. j. 

laid 
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laid down by Ezekiel j becaufc they knew, 
that the prophecy of Ezekiel reguarded the 
future reftoration of the whole nation. From 
all which 9 it is clear to demonftration^ that 
this prophecy, containing thofe fundamental 
principles, was not fulfilled at their retura 
from Babylon ; nor during the time of the 
fecond temple : neither were they fulfilled 
by, or in the perfon of Jefus ; and it would 
be wafting of time to no purpofe, to {hew 
that, they can not in any manner be applied 
to the fpiritualizing Icheme of the Chrifti- 
ans : they confequently remain to be fulfilled 
at the future reftoration of the nation, by the 
true Meffiah^ 

Note, as thefe fundamental principles of 
the future redemption, are not mentioned by 
the prophet Ifaiah, they of courfe, can not 
be faid to agree with any of the fundamen* 
tal principles of that prophet* 
, The ninth prophecy commences verfe 13. 
Chap, xlvii. and is continued to the end of 
the book. 

In this prophecy, the five following im- 
portant events, are foretold. Firft, that at 
the future redemption of the nation, the 
whole twelve tribes of Ifracl are to return^ 

and 
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jind inherit the holy land. This^ the pPA* 
phet haii (bewn in thf moft clegr 9nd rxplir- 
cit manner; firft> by his faying^ 'VTh& 
((haU be) the border whereby ye (Ijall inher^ 
the land» according to the twelve tribes of 
lirael/' And &condly^ in mentioning th^ 
names of every one of them diftindlly • Chftp^ 
xlviii. i-^j. in the following order, Br&p 
Dan, then Adj^rf Naphtali, Manafieh» Eph^ 
raim, Reuben, and Judah i and ver^ sjf-aS* 
lie mentions the other dvn tribes; vis. fienir 
jamin, Simeon, Iflachar, Zebulon, and GzSi 
And ivhich 10 a mjsaifeft pro^f, that #iS^ tbp 
twehi tribes ate to return at the time of the 
future redemption : and as it is well, kn&wa 
that this did not take place at their return 
from Bab^n ; £br then ail the trihea dill 
liot return ; as has already been {Ipewn ia 
the courfe of this work 5 it is demonftr^d^^ 
that the prophet did not fpeak of that return: 
hut that this promiie reriiSjiiw to be accom* 
plillied at the future reftoratixwt of the nation^ 
by the true Mefliah. 

Second^ of the fubje(9: of their inherit 
l^nce I ^Bji which ^s/that their iaheritt«Gf 
%t fhe fixture reftoration, id not to tie giv«> 
tothem» as it smi9X th^tioie of Joihua» hf 

their 
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pdls I fo thdt ft numerous tribb had ^ 
Urge portfdA^ and a fdiall tribe had a lefs ih-» 
herilatifefe*; ni^ : 6n the eoAtrary, Gfdd liath 
l)*to pleafed, by th* irtouth of his prophcit; 
td ordain^ that at the future refibratiob^ all 
^ht tribes fliall have equal portions ; whethfet 
they be iiikny or fev^ in number : and there*, 
fbre the prophet &p, ver, 14. ** And ye 
Ihall inherit it one ^s well ad another ;'* 
this is fpdkeh of the tribes ; to fhev^ that 
they are ndt to inherit the land according 
to the ttumber of fyerfons^ but that th« 
whole land is to be divided froiii eaft to weft^ 
into equal portion^t, in length and breadth ; 
and of which every tribe is to have an equal 
portion. The reafon of this difference, the 
leanted Abarbanal obferves, is, that the dif- 
tribution of Joihua, being the firft diftribu- 
fion df the land, it was divided apcording td 
the number of thofe that entered it ; and 
therefore, to a numerous tribe, was given a 
latge portion ; but this plan, God forefaw, 
was ndt proper to be followed in the diftri- 
bution of the land at the future reftofationt 
of the nation : becaufe.at that time the dead 

• Numb. xxvi. 53— 5 4. 

will 
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vrill arife, and every man will return to his 
poflcffion, and to his family : and therefore, 
if the diftribution was to be made according* 
to the polls of thofe that return from the 
Cjiptivity, they might give a fmall portion 
to a tribe according to its number ; and 
when the dead of that tribe fhall arife, the 
land would not be able to contain them : for 
which reafon, God thought proper to ordaip, 
that every tribe fhall have an equal fhare ^ 
and then take their chance of the number 
that fhall arife belonging to each tribe, whe- 
ther they be many or few ; by which means, 
no injury will be done to any of the tribe? 
in regard to their inheritance. But this 
promife it is well known ; was not fulfilled 
at their return from the Babyloniih captivi* 
ty ; for then the land was not fo divided ; 
neither did all the tribes then return, as men- 
tioned in the preceding promife ; whence it 
is clear to demonftiation, that thi§ promife 
remains to be fulfilled at the coming of the 
true Meffiah. 

Third, concerning the flrangers that 
ihould fojourn among them ; i. e, thofe that 
Ihall have become profelytes to Judaifm ; 
ver. 22 — 23^ •' And it fhall come to pafs, 

(that) 
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{that) yc Hiall divide * it by lot for an inhe- 
ritance unto you, and to the ftrangers that 
fojqurncd among you, who have begotten 
children awpngyou : and they fhall be unto 
yqi% as (thoic that are) born in the land a- 
cnpngthe children of Ifrael; they ftall have 
4i)hpnt{«W^ t with you among the tribes of 
Ifrgel. And it fliaU come to pafs (that) in 
^h?tt tribe J:he ftranger fojourneth, there 
ihijli ye give (him) hi? inheritance, faith the 
hf^MH Gpd." This makes an important 
different:© biBtween this divifiou qf the Jand, 
9n^ 4i^ rule laid down by Mofes in the law 
for itR diftribution ; for by the law of Mofes 
the laod w^s to be divided between the tribes 
of Ifirael only ; but no portion was to be 
giiren to. the grangers ; the law indeed, com-^ 
jnahded us tP love the ftrangers and not to 
vex them ; " And. if a ftranger fojourn v^^ith 
you in your land, ye (hall not vex him*-*fanc| 
jhou flbalt lovehifti 43 thyfelf i.— Lovcye 
therefore, the flxaijger: for ye were ftrangers 
intthe. Jaadof Eggrpt §/* But by no means 
were we coruB^^d^d to give them any in^ 

• Hcb. Caufe it to fall. f Hcb, Shall fall; 

I Levi:, xi^. 33— 34* S Pput. x. 19. 
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heritance whatever in the land : but here 
the prophet informs us, that at the future 
rcftoration of the nation, the ftraugcrs : i. e. 
the profelytfs, are to inherit equally with 
thofe born in the land among the children oF 
Ifrael : not that they are to have an inheri- 
tance by thcmfelves, as a feparate tribe; but 
to inherit in that tribe where their lot has 
fallen to fojourn. And the reafon that it 
was not thus in the time of Mofes, | take 
to be> as the learned Abarbanal has obferved, 
that the mixed multitude that went up with 
thfe children of Ifrael from Egypt, did not 
pnite themfelves to them in their captivity, 
neither did they 'partake of their bondage 
and afRidtion ; but only when they iaw the 
redemption and profperity of the nation, then 
they joined themfelves unto them; as is faid, 
Exod* xii. 38, ** And a mixed multitude 
went up alfo with them/' Whence it is phiu^ 
that they only joined them at the time that 
they went up from Egypt ; and not before. 
Befides, as Abarbanal farther obferves, they 
were alfo a flumbling block to the children 
of Ifrael in the buiincfs of the molten calf *, 

• See Jarchiy Aben Ezra^ and Abarbanal, Exod* 
xxxii. !• lee* 
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&c. for all which, they were not worthy to 
have any inheritance among them- And, 
this will alfo be the cafe of thofe that (hall 
attempt to unite themfelves to them at Ae 
time of the future reftCrStion : for as our 
Rabbins fay, profelytes are not to be admit- 
ted in the days of the Meffiahj but the com- 
mand here regards only fuch, as became 
profelytes, and joined thomfelves to the na«» 
tion during this long and dreadful captivity, 
while in their humbled and degraded ftate : 
and therefore the prophet fays, ** whofojourn-^ 
ed aTnong them.'' &c. that is, thofe that be*. 
came profelytes while they were in captivity i 
and who by being thus incorporated with the 
nation, heczmeJoJoumerswiiA tJbem; and con- 
fequently partook of all their trouble and af- 
fliaion; and therefore, it is juft and proper^ 
that they (hould be joint partakftrs of the 
great ^od, which God will then beftow on 
IfraeL But this, was not accompli(hed at 
their retutn from the Babylonian captivity ; 
for then, no fuch divifion took place; not 
to the tribes, nor to the ftrangers y which 
plainly (hews that, it remains to be accom-^ 
pliflicdat the coming of the true Mefliah. 
Fourth, concerning Jeruiklcm j and which 

E 2 is. 
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is, th^t when the nation was in pqfleflicift 

df the land aforetime ; Jerufalem fell partljr 

in the lot of Judah, and partly in the lot of 

Beiijamin ; fo that the other tribes had nei -- , 

iher portion, nor inheritance therein ; but 

Here, the prophet infonns us, that at ther 

fiiture divifion of the land, they .fliall not da 

ds Joffaua did, that is, £vidc the land into 

twelve portions for tfee twelve tribeis i but 

that they {hall divide the whole land into 
tbirtecn equal portions $ twelve for the 

twelve tribes i and the thif teen^ for a^ 

heave offering to the Lord ; that i^, for the 

fite of Jerufalem i for the priefts^ and ht^ 

vites : and what elfe is. here mentioned # 

This oblation is to be an hojjr heavfe-^o^r-** 

iflg to the Lord, from the whole land; for 

by this divifion^ all the tribes had a fliare in^ 

the heave-offerings becaufe they all centric 

buted towards it, as being deduded from 

all their portions ; and therefore, the? projphct 

firft mentions the border of Dan^ and the 

borders of Afher^ NaphtaU^ Manafiefaj, E-* 

phraim,- Reuben, and Jttdah ^ Chap. jAyiii^ 

1-7* after which, he mcntiorts the obl^tion^ 

ver. 8. &c. and then the borders of the o^ 

ther tribes, Benjamin^ Simeon^ . IfTachar^ 



loh, attd Gad i vitr. a 3— 26* fo that 
tile oblalioii hy bet\^e€n the borders of Ju-* 
dahy and' Benjamin y Attdy as the portion 
therein Jerufakm ii> fituatbd, is thus to bo 
ta^ken from ail the tribes equsily^ the pro« 
phettdU us^ Ter« 3i'^34« that there (hall 
be twelve gates to Jerufalen^, bearing the 
names of the twelve tribei oflfrael: ^' And 
the gates of the city ((hall be), after the 
names of the tribes of liraeU three gates 
northward } one gate of Reuben, one gate 
of Judah, one gate of Levi. And on the 
Cfeift fide— —three gates 1 one gate of Jofeph^ 
oftc gate of Benjamin, ©negate of Dan. And 
on the fbuth fide— three gates; one gate of 
Simeon, one g^te of liTachar, one gate of Ze« 
btiloH. And on the weft fide— —their three 
gates ; one gate of Gad, one gate of A(her> 
one gate of Naphtali/' And it was thus 
ordained, that at the future redemption, Je- 
rtifatcm fhould be the joint property of all the 
tribes equally, that they all may have an equal 
right to the holy city, and an equal claim to 
the fervice of God therein performed ; fo 
that they all will ferve him with one accord, 
in fincerity and truth for ever: for this will 
be the iond of their union iznd be the means 

of 
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of preventing any of. the tribes ever feceding 
from the worihip of the true God at Jerufa* 
lem ; contrary to what happened in the days 
of Jeroboam, in the time of the firfl: tempiei 
when the people turned afide from following 
the LoRD> and forebore going up to Jerufa- 
1cm, becaufe it belonged to Judah and Ben* 
jamin; whereas, if all the tribes had had an 
equal (hare in the city, they would not have 
thus refrained from going up there : for this 
reafon, God hath been pleafed to ordain, that 
at the future reftoration, the whole congre* 
gation ihall be equalifed; and that thofe that 
defcended from the hand. maids, fhall be equ- 
al to thofe that defcended from the Queens^^j 
ib that all the tribes, great and fmall, 
will then be of an equal degree ; and every 

4 

^ E^an, Naphtali, Gad, and Afher, were born of Bil- 
kahy and Xpilpah; and were therefore caljed in Hebrew 
mnbWl **M ^e childrtH of thi handmaids : in contradii^ 
tindtic^ to the others, that were born of Rachel and Leah, 
their roiftrefles ; or as they are called in Heb, niT3!in *'3!l 
The children of the queens^ But this inf idious diftin6tion, the 
prophet informs us, will then be totally abolifhed ; and t , 
perfed equality take place: for which reafon, three of the 
former are placed at the head of the tribes, and the other 
one laft of all, to (hew that hereafter, no diflindtion what- 
erer (hall be made between them* 

one 
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one of them is to have a gate, as an honour* 
able and undeniable proof of their right of 
poffeffion to the city of God. But this glo- 
rious promifc, it is well known, was never 
fiilfiUed at their return from Babylon ; for 
then, all the twelve tribes were not there ; 
confequently the land was not thu^ divided 
between them ; neither were there fuch a 
number of gates in Jerufalem, for the dif- 
ferent tribes ; which plainly fhews^ that it 
was not then accompliflied ; but that it re- 
mains to be fulfilled at the coming of the 
true Meffiah. 

Fifth, concerning the thirteenth portion : 
of this, which the prophet informs us, is 
to be an heave-offering unto the Lord, they 
are to take in the midfl of it, from eaft to 
weft, in length five and twenty thoufand 
(rods,) and in breadth, five and twenty 
thouland ; (which, is the breadth of all the 
different portions :) in this fquare is to be 
the city, and the fandtuary, the habitations 
for the priefts, and the Levites, the fuburbs 
&c. as in ver. 8 — 20. And the remainder 
eaftward and weftward, tG the end of the 
border of the land, is to be for the prince ; 
ver. 21. '* And the refidue (fhall be) for 

' the 
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the prince^ on this fide and on that fi4& of 
the holy oblation and of the poffeilion of tho. 
city; over againfl the five and twenty thou«p 
fand (of ) the oblation toward the border 
(of the land) eafi: ward, and weft ward Otvot^ 
againft the five and twenty thoufand t0Wftr4 
the border (hf the land) weftward ; (even) 
over againft th^ portions (ih^ll be) for the 
prince : '* And, it is of this portion of tb« 
prince, that the prophet fays above, Chjap.. 
xlvi. i6* ^' If the prince give a gift unto 
any ^ of his fons, it (is) his inheritance, it 
fhallbe his fons j it fhall be thejir pofiefiioii 
by inheritance/' Becaufe, that portion of 
the land, was the particular inheritance o£ 
the prince ; and therefore, he n^ht beftow 
what part of it that he plealed on his chiU 
dren: but yet, with thi« <:onditiQ^, tha$ 
they be male children ; as the prophet fays, 
V35P B^*«^ To a man of bis fons ; u ?, tp the 
males, but not to the females* Bjjt as it 
may naturally be afkcd, what neccflity was . 
there -for the prophet to bje thus particular 
in regard to the prince, as the law was the 
fame with all Ifrael, that the fons inherited. 



* Heb. A man of his fons, 

' " and 
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^nd not the daughters *? I anfwer^ that the 
reafon of this was, that we arc not to ima- 
gine, that God gave this portion of the land 
to the prince, for th? fupport ^nd mainte- 
nance of his princely eftate; and therefore, 
to be confidered {ts the king's royal domains^ 
not to be alienated ; but to be wholly pof- 
feffed by the eldeft fon, as his heir and fuc- 
ceffoT J as is the cafe with kings in general; 
No : On the contrary, the prince may be- 
flow any part thereof on any of his male 
children i becaufe N^n Ip^nj // is kU inherit 
tance ; it is his proper inheritance : and 
therefore T\mj^ van? Itjhall be his Jons -, they 
all will in due time inherit it; becaufp, 
nhn^l N^7 Dnr^^^ it is tb^r pojjejjion by in- 
heritance^ It is their proper right of inhe- 
ritance, contrary to what he may give to his 
fervants ; ver. 7, " But if he g;ives a gift 
of his inheritance to gi^e of his fervants, it 
fhall be hjs to the year of liberty, when it 

ihall return to the prince : but his inheri- 
tance it (hall be his fons for them." And 

not for any ftranger ; and the reafon of this^ 

jis, becaufe the prince was not to have any 

* Numb, xxviif 9. & xxxvi* ^^%. 
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inheritance in his tribe, as had the other 
members of the tribe : but this inheritance 
promifcd him by God, being a part of the 
heave-ofiering taken from all the tribes, is 
for the toil and trouble tha| he may have ia 
fubduing and dividing th^ land ; and is to 
be his proper inheritance, Vhich his chil- 
dren are to inherit, in the fai^e manner, as 
every other one of Ifrael leaves his inheri- 
tance to his children. But the fupport and 
maintenance of the honour and dignity of his 
princely eftate, is to be provided for by the 
heave-ofFering w^hich the whole nation is to 
oiFer to the prince yearly, of wheat, barley, 
and wine, as alfo of the lambs ; which al- 
together mud amount to a very great fum ; 
and in companion of which, the burnt-of^ 
ferings, meat-offerings, and peace-efieringSt 
which he is to offer, bare but a very final! 
proportion : the remainder of courfe, will 
be quite fufficient for the fupport of hi* roy- 
al ftate, in a manner b^coqiing a gr^t king. 
But the particular inheritance, which God 
has appointed for the king Meiiiah, is to be 
as the reward of his labour in coUeifting the 
outcaflsof Krael, fobiiiitng the iasd, &c. 

And which is a manifeft proof, (hat this 

pro* 
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promijfe was not fulfilled at their return 
from Babylon ; nor during the continuance 
of the fecond temple ; for although there 
was one of the houfe of David, called the 
N*»i Naffii who waft Prefxdent of the San- 
hedreen^ or great fenate of the nation ; yet, 
liiad bene fuch portion, or inheritance in 
the land ; nor any heave^oBFering of wheat, 
barley, &c« as is here mentioned* — And for 
the fame reafon, it is demonftrabljB, that 
this promife was not fulfilled in the perfon 
of Jefus ; which plainly /hews, that he 
could not be the Mefiiah the prince, pre- 
dicted by the prophet. And it would be 
wafting (tf tioie to Ho purpofe, to ihew that^ 
tbefe promifes can not in any manner be ap«> 
plied to the fjHfitualizing £:heme of the 
Chriflians; they confequently, remain to 
be fulfilled at the future reftpration of the 
nation^, by the true Mefiiah. 

F 2 Thus, 

*^ The Archbifliop of Armagh, in his note on Cbapi, 
xlviit. 29* has in part acknowledged, that this is to be 
accompUihed at the future' reftoration of the nation. His 
words are, ** Thcfe portrans may have been given to 
fomc of the twelve tribes, as they returned: and may 
hereafter be'given to fuch as return when the Jewifli pco- 
pie fliall be refiored to their own land, and who know their 

tribe 
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Thus, have I explained, nine prophecidl 
of the prophet Ezekiel ; all of which, are 
clear proofs of our future redemption; as 
not one of them have ever been fulfilled ^ not 
at their return from Babylon ; or during the 
time of the fecond temple; nor yet in the 
perfon of Jefus ; as has been clearly {hewn^ 
And, it is equally clear, that they can by no 
means be applied to the fpiritualiiring fchemc 
of the Chriftians.-^Imuft alfo obferve, that 
thofe prophecies of Ezfikiel, were delivered 
in a moft clear, enlarged, and amplified man- 
ner ; (although he was far inferior to Ifaiah 
in elegance of didion ; and alfo to Jeremi- 
ah;) and it had alrrady been fhewn^ how far 
the principles of Ezekiel agree with thofe 
of Ifaiah; and wherein they exceed themb 
But, the fundamental principles which Eze- 
kiel has particularly enlarged upon; and 
treated in a more clear, explicit^ and copi^ 
OU8 mariner, than any of the other prophets, 
are the five following. 

Firft, the vengeance which God will take 
on the nations, the enemies of the Jews ; as 

tribe either by tradition, or !jy the inftruftlon of infpired 
prophets." 

fhewn 
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Ihewn in the fcventh prophecy 5 wherein hr 
enumerates all the particular nations that 
are to be paniAied i in a manner more plain^ 
aiid clear J, than any of the other prophets. 

Second, the falvation and reftoration o£ 
Ifrael ; as -mentioned in the latter part of 
the faid prdphecy j where he informs us, 
that not one. is to be left in any of the coun- 
tries; but all are to be colJcifled into their 
own land. In fuch an abfoluce negative 
mariner^-noneoftbe other prophets ever ex- 
preffed; themfelves» 

Third, the return of the ten tribes, with 
Judah and Benjamin, at the future reftora* 
tion ; as (hewn in the laft prophecy 1 where 
he n^entions every one of them by name ; 
and fuch a particular defcription was not 
given by any other prophet. 

Fourth, that a king of the pofterity of Da- 
vid, fhall reign overall the tribes jointly : as 
(hewn in the fixth prophecy 5 *' And they 
fliall no more be two nations, neither jQiall 
they be divided into two kingdoms ^ny more 
at alU— -And my fervant David ((hall be) 
king over them, and they all (hall have one 
(hephprdi'* 

Fifth, the principle of the refurredion ; 

which 
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which be has exf^nted at krge in the itfth 
|Hrophecy : ''Behold^ I will open your graves^ 
O my people : aad bring yon into th^ land 
of IfraeL And ye (hall kaow that I (am^ 
the LoRi>, when I have opened your graves^ 
and caufcd you to come up out of your 
graves^ O my people. And fhall put my fpiJ 
rit within ye, and ye (hall live, and I (hall 
place you i n your own land i' &cc. Whence 
it id plain^ that in thefe £ve fundamental^ 
principles ; and which agree with the firft, 
thirds fourth^ tenths and fourteenth princi** 
pies contained in the prophecies of Ifaiah ; 
Ezekiel has been more large^ and explicit^ 
than any of the other prophets* And^ be« 
^des thofe^ he aUb prophesied, iirft, of the 
vengeance which God will take on Bdom : 
and which agrees with t\iQ Jeemd principie of 
the prophecies of Ifaiah* 

Second, the return of the divine prefencej 
and (he fpirit of prophecy in Ifrael : and 
whieh agrees m€h the eighth ptimiple of the 
prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Third, that they (hall not go into cap* 
tivity any more; and that God vnU cir* 
cumcife their hearts : and which agrees with 

the , 
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the eieventb frineipk of the prophecies of 
Ifatah. 

Fourth, that the great majority pf the 
nations that will then be left^ will acknow- 
ledge the Unity cf. God, &;c. And which 
agrees with the twelfth principle of the pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah. Of thefe, he prophefied 
in nearly the fame manner as the other pro-- 
phets did. But, concerning the enlarged 
ftate of Jerusalem, the future conflrudtion 
of the holy tempk, the heave- offering for 
the prince, the dedication of the akar in the 
days of confecration, thedivifion of the land 
into equal portions, the inheritance for the 
Grangers, and the inheritance §ot the prince; 
and that every tribe (hould have a portion in 
Jerufalem, and a particular gate : of thefe 
things, he has fpoken in a manner entirely 
new ; .as not one of the other prophets ever 
fpoke of them in like manner. Hence, the 
learned Abarbanal obferves. That beca^ie 
he ftrengthened the hearts of the children of 
Ifrael with his prophecies; he was called 
from the womb, Ezckiel^: that is, thede« 

* !?MptlT Literally tranflatedj denotes, ^bifiungtb of 
Goi. Qr, GodJhaUJtringthtn. 

clarer 
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clarer of the ftrength of God, and hl$ 
mighty power/ in the future Re^ea^p^ 
•rioN. 



DISSERTATION VI- 

The Prophecy of Hofea. 

nPHE fixth who prophcficd concerning 
the future rcftoration, happincfs, and 
falvation of the nationj, was^ Hofea^ the fon 
of Beeriy in his iirft prophecy ; which com- 
mences Chapter i. verfe 2d9 and is conti« 
nued to the end of the laft verfe of chap-* 
ter iii. 

Before we proceed to the explanation of 
this prophecy, I judge it neceiTary to enquire, 
(as the learned Abarbanal has juftly obfcrv-.- 
cd,) into the objedions that may be made 
to the language of the prophecy: Firft^ 
Wherefore did he fay *, " And- children of 
fornications;" for if thefe were the chil- 
dren that are mentioned hereafter, as cx^ 



• Vprfc 2. 
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plained by the generality of the commenta^ 
tors ; who^obferve that, becaufe their mother 
ha4 committed whoredom, they of courfe, 
were the children of whoredom. But then, 
the cxpreflion would not only be redundant, 
but mifplaced ; for he ought firft to have 
faid, *^ Go take thee a wife of fornications, 
for the land hath committed great fornica- 
tions,'' &c. After which, he ihould have 
mentioned that ihe conceived, and bare him 
a Ton : becaufe the command only regarded 
the taking of the wife ; and from whom 
the children were to proceed, Befides, af- 
ter that the prophet had taken fuch a woman 
for a wife, we are not to account the chil- 
dren which he ihould beget on her, to be 
children of fornication ; for although their 
mother had been a whore before the prophet 
married her ; yet, if after that he had taken 
her, fhe continued faithful to him ; the chil- 
dren ihe would have by him, would be ho- 
neft and legitimate; and not children of for- 
nications. 

Second, of the order in which the pro- 
phet made ufe of the different expreffions: 
for he firft fays, ver. 4. ** And I will make 
the kingdom of the houfe of Ifrael to c^afe.'" 
Vol. hi. Q Then 
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Then fccondly, in vcr. 5. " And it (hall 
come to pafs in that day, that I will break 
the bow of Ifrael in the valley of JezrecL 
And which feems to be exactly the fame^ as 
the former, of making the kingdom of lira* 
el to ceafe. And thirdly, concerning th* 
daughter ; vcr. 6. " Call her iiame Lo- 
ruhamah *, for I will no more have mercy 
upon the houfe of Ifrael/' Now, if he had 
already announced the puniihmcnt of Ifrael^ 
and the ruin of the kingdom by the name of 
the fon called Jezreel^ what aeceiSaty was 
there fyr him to call the daughter Lo<-ruha^ 
]a[>ah, a^ denoting the fame thing itfelf. 

Third, what is the import of the name 
Jezreel^ fo often mentioned by the prophet f 
For fifft, he fays, (ver. 4,) '' And I will 
viiit the blood of Jessreel upon the houie of 
Jehu J*' And which properly denotes^ that 
God would vifit the blood which Jehu fhed 
in Jezreel, on his houfe, by the death of his 
defce^idant Zecharial?+* and the lofs of the 
kingdom to the houfe of Jehu • But the ex* 
preiiiou, " And I \yill break the bow of If^ 
rael in the yaliey of Jezreel ;" hath no rela- 

• Thi» properly denotes, not pitied. 

tioa 
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tion to it ^ ' for that was faid concerning th^ 
deftru£):ioft of Samaria by the king of Afly^ 
rta» in the day$ of Pekah the fon of Ren»9« 
liah, and Ho(hea the fon of Elah ; and who 
were not of the houfe of Jehu ; theref^M^c, 
vfhsit had they to do with the valley of Jez- 
reel ? The prophet alfo afterwards fays, vcr. 
1 1 th. ** For great ((hall be) the day of Jea- 
reel/' And which alludes to the rodracip- 
tion of the nation : wherefore then» did he 
call it Jezreel ? and thus call the reftoratton, 
by the fame name^ as the deftrudtion itfelf ? 
He alfo farther fayst chap. ii. ver. 22. ^^And 
they (hall bear Jezreel/' And which it i| 
impoifible to apply either tu the day of de^ 
Ikrudic^^ or the day of falvation ; but to If-^ 
rael only. 

Fourth, the prophet lays, vcr, 8* ** And 
ihe weaned Lo^rubamah," Now, whatne^ 
ceflity was there for faying, and ihe weaned 
Lo-ruhamah ; as it had been fufiici^nt if he 
had faid, and ihe conceived again and bare 
a fon : and which is the language that the 
prophet adually made ufc of at the birth of 
Lo-rubamah : for after that he had men- 
tioned the birth of Jczreel, he does not fay, 
and ihe weaned Jezreel, but that ihe con- 

G 2 ccived 
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ccivcd again and bare a daughter ; for thus 
only was neceflfary in the relation of the fub- 
je6t of the prophecy j without mentioning 
her having weaned him. 

Fifth, of the oppofition in the different 
fentences ; for ver* 9.. he fays, ** Ye are not 
my people,'* &c. And in ver. 10. ** Yet 
ihall the number of the children of Ifracl 
be as the fand of the fca, &c* Thus alfo 
Chap. ii# ver, i. *^ Say ye unto your bre- 
thren, My people/' &c. which is comforts 
ing of them ; but immediately after in ver. 
2. he fays, ** Plead ye with your mother, 
plead :" &c. And which contains a recital 
of their tranfgreflions, and the long captivi^ 
ty decreed againft them, in confequencc 
thereof: fo that as the Rabbins * have ob- 
ferved, here are fentences near each other, 
that (in their intent and meaning) are as far 
diftant, as eaft from weft. ' 

Sixth, in the prophet's facing, ver. ip- 
so. *^ And I will betroth thee unto me for 
over : yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
jufticc, — Yea, I will betroth thee Jdntome 
in faithfulnefs." For wherefore ^d he fay 

• Vide Abarbanal in Loc 

three 



ON THE PROPHECIES. 45 

three times I will betroth thee ; when once 
would have been fufficient ; thus . And I 
will betroth thee unto me for ever, in jufticc, 
and faithfulnefs ? Seventh, concerning the 
iecond woman : Chap, iii, ver* i. *• More- 
over the LrORD faid unto me, Go again, love 
a woman, beloved by (her) friend,*' &c* 
For this being mentioned between the con- 
folatory promifes, and the denunciations, 
we may not properly comprehend its real 
meaning ; as not knowing whether ft is to 
be confidered as a part of the fubjcd: of de- 
nunciation, or of confolation ; befides, we 
may afk, what neceffity was there for his 
loving this woman beloved by another, when - 
he had been already commanded to take a 
wife of fornications, &c, as the fubjeft mat- 
ter feems to be the fame ? It may alfo be 
afked, what neceffity there was for his in- 
forming us, that he bought her? ver. 2. 
** And bought her unto me for fifteen (pie- 
ces) of filver j and an homer of barley, and 
an ha^f-homer of barley/' Efpecially, aS 
he has not explained to us, what he meant 
by that figure ; fo that we know not its 
meaning: befides, when he took the wife 
of fornications, he did not mention any thing 

of 
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of the kind. — It mud alfo be obfe^ ved^ tk^t 
the prophet s^ftcrwards fays,, vcr. 4, *^ Fof 
the children of lirael {hall abide n^any days 
without a king, and without a prince i* Aad 
which is deicriptivc of thdr captive ftate ^ 
hut is no part of the confolatiou profnifcd 
them. And wherefore did he not fay» that 
they ihould abide without the God of trutbi 
or without the law ; but makes mention of 
the king and the prince^ which are not the 
fubjed: of the prophecy* He alfo mentioiis 
their being (Ibid.) without an image .-p^^acid 
(without) teraphim/' And which Abarbfl- 
nal juftly obfcrves, is very ftrangc ;. for their 
being without images and teraphim^ b higb-^ 
ly to their praife, confequently it cannot 
be confidered as a j^rt of the afHi<3iiO» of 
their captivity. But the true, literal, obvi- 
ous fenfe of this prophecy, is, as foUow«^« 

it 

* The ancient Rabbins underftood this prophecy in 
Its literal (en(e ; that is» that God comniatKkd the propliet 
to take a wife of, fornications* as herr ineBtkHi^d j^ ^n4 t^ 
the prophet a^uali^ did fo ; but Maimonides in the ei^pla* 
nation of this prophecy, (and others of a like import J is oi 
opinion, that it was only a viiion : i. e. that it appealed 
to the prophet, as if Ood had commanded hiin i? 19^ dQ | 
and as if he had done it. And thus alfo has Jonathan ex- 
plained it. But the learned Abarbanal in his comment on 

Holca, 
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It is plaia from the words of the p]:ophe« 
cy, that God gaye the prophet in command 
concerning twQ women of fornications : the 
ooe, as mentioned in the beginning of the 
prophecy, ** Take thee a wife of fornica- 
ticms/' &c. Atid the other, of what he faid 
aftterwards, (Chap.iii. i.) ** Mbreover the 
Lor D faid unto me. Go again, love a wo- 
B»an, beloved by (her) friend,'* &c. For 
the febje<^ of thefe two prophecies, is not 
one, and th« fame ; not according to the 
Hgure or fymbol made ufe of by the pro- 
f feet ; nor yet, by that which he misant to 
repreient by it : for firft, the prophet was 
60tomanded to take a virife ; that is, he wa$ 
to take her in lawful wedlock : but he was 
m&t commanded to take the fccond, as a wife; 
but only to love her : and thus alfo is it in 
regard tb that which is reprefcnted by this 
figurative language : for the firft, was to re- 
preitnt the punifhment and ruin of Ifrael, 
for the fins which they had committed while 
in their own land : but the fecond, was to 

Hofea« has clearly (hewn that the prophecy is to be under-' 
ilood in its literal fenfe» as having been adually done by the 
prophet ; agreeable to the opinion held by the ancient Rab« 
bins. 

re- 
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reprcfent God*s care in the prefervation of 

his pepple in their captivity ; and their ab- 

ftaining from idolatry, to which they had 

aforetime been fo prone ; as we fhali (hew 
prefently. 

The firft command we find recorded thus: 

y The beginning of the word of the Tuokb 

by Hoica" That is, as foon as he began to 

prophefy, God faid to him immediately, 

Hofca, " Go, take thee a wife/' but that 

wife OiM be a woman of fornications ; one 

that hath committed fornications with other 

mep ; and alfo had children by them*: for 

that is a manifeft proof of her having cpn(i-» 

mitted whoredom, and which fhc can by.no 

means deny : and thus we find it recorded 

ofjudah's daughter-in-law; Gen. xxxviii^ 

5:4. ** Tamar thy daughter-in-law hath 

played the harlot; and ajfo behold, ihp is 

with child by whoredom/' For being with 

child, or having had children, is fuch a ma-^ 

Difeft proof of the fa<S, as cannot be denied. 

* This is what the prophet meant by ** children of 
fornications/* And not as the Archbifhop of Armagh ip 
bis notes on Hofea fays, that the prophet was to ** raifc 
\ip children who, by the power of example, will thcmfelves 
i'wcrve to idolatry/' 

And 



ON THE PROPHECIES. 49 

And this was to repreient the Jcwifh nation ^ 
whom God took to himfelf for his own 
people, although they had aforetioiei when 
Egypt, committed idolatry j as (hewn at 
large in £zeki«l, (Chap, xxiii.) He alfo 
hereby (eftified againft the idolatry of Ifrael 
and Judahi as he fays, '< For the land 
hath committtd great whoredom (in depart- 
ing) from the Lo»;d/' This folves the $rft 
objection, 

^ The prophet then proceeds to inform us, 
that he did as he Was commanded ; ver. 3. 
"And he went and took Gomer*the daugh- 
ter of Diblaim:" And, as the children which 
the prophet was to beget on her, were to be 
a^ figni of what was to befal} Ifrael and Ju- 
dah ; as Ifaiah alfo obferved-j*; "Behold, I, 
and the children whom the £iOR d h^th giv- 
en unto me, (are) for figns ^nd wonder$ in 
Ifrael :" he therefore njeations, ^* That (he 

conceived, and bare hin% « fon. And the 

« 

Lor d faid untQ him, Call his name Jcz^ 
reel /' to (hew, that yet a little while, and 

* *1D3 Gimtr m Hebrew^ denotes ceafin^^ or confu* 

wing : thui alluding by the name of the woman, to the de- 
firu^on of the kSngdom of Ifrael. f Ifait ijii* i|« 

Vol. III. H Go4 



God would avenge the blood of Jezreel ap- 
on the houfe of Jehu; But this dge^ not fig- 
nify, that God would avenge on the houfe 
of Jehu, the blood of the houfe of Ahab : 
becaulb the prophet (aid to Jehu, by pqni- 
land of the lyORO, when he anointed him. 
King, in. 6. "Thus faith the Lord God 
f Jfrael ; I have anointed thee king over the 
top le of the LoBD, (even) over Ifrael. And 
lou Ihalt fmite the houfe of Ahab thy mafo 
a-, that I may avenge the blood of my Gr- 
ants the prophets. " 65c. Jehu therefore, 
ould not have committed any fin in tbii 
ulinefs ; more especially, as after h« had 
ikep the faid vengeance on the houfe of 
,h«b, we find it recorded, 2 King x. 30, 
A'tid the Los o faid unto Jehu, Becauie 
19U haft dotie well in executing that (which 
) right in mine e/ta, (»nd) haft done unto 
vf houfe of Ahab according to all that (wa>) 
1 iny heart, thy children of the fourth (ge- 
:ration) fliall fit on the throne of Ifrael." 
ut the: true and real Icnle of the paflage is,. 
lat as the fins of Ahab, were vifited on hie 
>ufe in the valky of Jezreel, when the arm* 

I Allying to tlw Hebrew wflr4bH)ni^ ytKrul I it bxiM- 

• th» «ori bS Jill Ti, arm of God. 
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of the Lord was ftretched out, 't6 take 
vengeance on him ; therefore, every puhlfhi 
inentand vengeance of Ood, is called Jez- 
:feel ; Wecaufc it is the arm of Gdd, t!hat It 
Aretch«d oat agairtft'the idolators to dftfthJ5r 
diem. Andy as Jehu alfo did evil in the 
fight of Ae Lo«0, according to all the fins 
of Jeroboam : the prophet therefore fAid, 
And I will avenge the blood of Jezred upon 
ehi fiottfe Of Jehu: i. fe. I will vHit th« 
hodfeof J«h<i, wkh the liksc vengeance, that 
I vkited the hottfc of Ahab in Jezroel ; and 
ttaiM6i^¥3tf {HTbceeds to fhew in the latter 
ia«tiibe# of '^ Jrer fe, what that vengdance 
ll/wtiHih Ood Will take on the houfc of Je- 
htt, ty f^g, '« And I will Aakcf the king- 
<lom of the houfeof Ilrael to ceafe." That, 
fo* that «fec kingdoih of the bouib df Jfrael 
Ihall ceafe ^ito the houfe of Jehu: that 
UmsM ihallbeftoiM left of the pofterity of 
|ehu t« reign over the houfeof Ifracl ; thrt 
is, the too tribes. Whence it is clear, that 
the prd^et did not make ufe of theexpref- 
fibn. And I will caufe the kingdom of the 
hcnfe of Ifnd to ceafe, to denofe the defttuc- 
tioft of Samaria, or the kingdom of Ifrael ; 
h'ut the deftru^ion of the houfe of Jehu on« 

Ha ly. 
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If, . by the cea(ing of tiie kingdom of Ifrad 
from his houfe« 

The prophet alfo informs us, that the 
birth pf Jezreel pointed at the ruin of the 
whole houfe of Ifrael i both the kingdom ctF 
the houfe of Kracl, and the kingdom of 
the houfe of Jodah ; (for they all are inciu^ 
ded in the general name of liracl) becaufcr 
not long after the death* of the kings of* the 
houfe of Jeha> thedi6^erent captivities began 
one after another^ thus :; firft^ the captiviQr 
of Reuben^ Gad^ and the half tribe pfj^a-^ 
liafTeh^ on this fide Jordan : feccmdj ^e cap- 
tivity of Zebulun, and N^phtaiift thitd, 
the captivity of Samaifia %• ^^^ laftly, the 
captivity of Judah» And^ conperj^ing all 
thefe captivities which < thus followed ^^cb 
other, hefaid, veri 5* *• And it fliall coqic 
to pafs in that day, tliat I will break the bow 
of Ifrael in the valley of jcareel." That is, 
in that'tinie, that (hall fucceed the ceafihg 
of the kingdom from the hpufc of Jehu/Gpd 
will break the ftrength of Ifrael by their dif- 
ferent captivities. And the reafon that he 

* That 18 about thitty five yeart after tht delth ofZe-^ 
chariab» the laft of the defcendanu of Jehu. See Gans ia 
Tftmach David, fd. 14. i. 

f 2 King* XV. 2g» ' t Ibid. xvii. 4. Ice. 

^4 
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IMd, that this (hould be in the valltiy o^ 
Jezreel; was^ %o (hew that^ according (9 
.the manner that the fins of Ahab were vi&t«> 
cd in Jczrcel, for the cdme «of idolatry that 
he had cdtiimitted ; and thai the fins of Je^ 
Iw were iajfo vifited J To would God like wife 
vifit the iniquity of the houfe of Ifrael and 
Jii44h^ fpr the lin of idolatry which thejf 
had alio committed* For the arm of God 
is ilretch^d out, to holdithe: fcales and ba» 
lance in his hand» to pani(h them all for 
their fins equally alike ; for . as their fins 
were^the fame, (idolatry) their puniihtnent 
wiks to be fo likewife. Hence the name 6i 
Jezreel, ufed figuratively by the prophet^ 
was a general fign^ denoting the punifhment 
of the houfe of Jehu*, andalfo of Ifrael and 
Judah : and which> folves the fecond and 
third objediions. 

After the prophet had thus reprefented 
the deftru<Sion of the common wealth of 
the nation under the firft temple, he prO- 

* ^Minr May alfo be d^platnedi as alluding to its 
elymoloj;^, 6od nvilljonv} that is^ God will fow his venge- 
ance againft^he idolators^ the houfe of Jehu, by caufing thfe 
kingdom to ceafe from him ; and alfo againft Ifrael and Jii« 
djib> by fending them into captivityi &c« 

ceedg 



^4 lJl«8EllTATiO»S 

tted» by aAotber figut^i to MpMfetit the 
itaCt of the nation during fhe ftcond «dm^ 
pk : ftnd thsrefbre fayn/ver. 6« ^ And (he 
rotrceivd ^^iOf «svi ^^^ ^ daughter/' ^ Bjr 
the ^t^ter^ is repre&nted the kingdom of 
Israel; for on account of its infmcnty, as 
hckig properly a part of the kingdom of jf<a- 
d^ ; smd CD which, it the future neflofA-- 
tion, it will he again fybjtSt^ he eon^ 
parc6 k to a feniale^ And he ^ther ob^ 
fefvt»> that God commanded himi co^Calt 
hct i^me Lo^nthamah ;'* t. «« not having 
obtained mercy ^ and which was to £faiew> 
that, at tbe vifitation of the feccmd temjfdei 
the ten tribes would not fctum^ as dtd Jtt«- 
dah and Benjamin; and tberdfo)r€^ he fays ifl 
the latter member of the verfe, ♦^For I will 
no more have mercy on the boutb of Ifraol i 
but I will utterly take them ♦ away/' So 

* Some explain ^^i£^^ 1^1 vi'hich ii tranflated «/- 

urly to take a*way ; as denoting tn otth ; in which fenfe, it 
is frequently, uftd in fcripture ; (See' Lingua Sacra Radix 
MIC^^) fo that the meaning would be, / havi/ure/y Jhvortt t§ 
tbim: not to have mercy on them any more. Odhers think, 
£l denotes par Jon ; in which fenfe; it is alfo fr&jfitrttly uled 
in Scripture, (Ibid.) and ift fo explained by the ChaW. pt- 
raphraft Jonathan, &c . See Jarchi, Abdh Ezra, Kimchi, 
Abarbanal, & Jonathan, in Loc* 

. that 
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tliat they fhali not return agiufi. ** Bat oa 

r 

the bwf^ of Jadah will I have mcfcy :'* That 
is, they ihall return from the captivity of 
Babylon. And, as they returned by the folo 
porouilion of Cyrus, v^hole fpiiit the LoKpt 
ftirred up*i he therefore fays, ^\ And I will 
fave them, by the Lord their Godj^ and I 
iff^ill not hvc them by bow, nor by fwQrd, 
nxx by battle." &c. 

And, becaufo that dreadful captivity^ and 
privation of mercy to the hou& pf Ifrae), 
was the reward of their ?vil woi^ks; he tkere-« 
fore fays of I^-ruhamah only, ^* And ihe 
weaned Lo- rwhamah. " Wh^ch is, as it 

4 

wer^, giving a reafon, why the houfe of If- 
rae} wa$ thu« doomed to captivity; and 
^erc Qot to have mercy extended to them : 
that God did not exercife any cruelty to- 
wards them I but only that he gave to the 
houfe of Ifrael, that is reprefcnted by Lo- 
Tttham^h^ the du^ reward^ of their work. 

^ £ar% i. f. 

4 Tktt Hebrew^ wovd» b^ATV! A^Jk$ vmn$i *^ is de- 

• * ^ 

fived from the Radix !wi ^9 reward, to. (Sec Lioguft 
•acra Radix bOl ) Hcocc the propriety of thf cxpreffion; 
In aSafion to its etymology ; as denotiRg tkf reward oi Lor 
juhamah for her erit doingst &c» 

The 
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The prophet having thus briefly repre^ 
ferited by th* above figure, the captivity of 
the ten tribes^ the deftruftion of Jerufalem 
and the firft te>i^ple, with the vifitation of 
Babylon to the houfe of Judah^ and not to 
the houfe of Ifrael j proceeds to inform us 
of the deflrudtion of the fecond temple, un* 
der the figurative reprefentation of the name 
of the third child : ven 8 — 9. ^* And fhe 
conceived, and bare a fon. And (God) iaid^ 
Call his name Lo-ammi," (that isi not my 
people.) * This was to fhew that, the chil- 
dren of Judah, during the fecond temple^ 
would not by their adtions be his people : 
and therefore, '* I will not be unto you. " 
That is, I will not bcftow my providential 
care on you *^ but will remove mj divine 

pr©- 

* This is tht real fenfe of the pafiage, according to 
the idiom of the facred language^ fo different from all 
t>thers ; though the ArchbiOiop of Armagh, not being able 
to enter into the true fpirit of the prophetic language \ ob* 
fervcs in hi» note,— -your God] *• In t*ic Hebrew there is 
no word for Qod: nor is it fupplied by the ancient verfioqs, j 
the Chaldee^paraphrafe, or MSS. (No truly: th^y undec^ 
flood the true meaning of the fentence better thaii the Arch« 
bifliop, and his inginious criticks j whofe fole aim is to de* 
cry the poor printed text.) And yet the firufturc of the 

fen- 
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prcfence from amorigft you. And thus we 
find the prophet Ifaiah denominate the chil- 
dren of Judah« by the particular appellation 
oi my people. Chap. i. 3. •* Ifrael know- 
eth not i'' That is the houfe of Ifrael : *'my 
people do not confider.*' That is the houfe 
of Judah. And therefore the prophet fays, 
ye are not my people; and therefore, I will 
not be any more careful of you : and by 
which, the prophet (hewed the dcftrudlion 
of the fecond temple ; which folves the 

fourth otjecftion. 

After the prophet had thus (hewn the 

captivity of the kingdom of Ifrael, and the 
kingdom of Judah ; and the return of Ju- 
dah from Babylon ; and their being after- 
wards carried into this long and dreadful 
captivity; he immediately proceeds tofpeak 
of the future redemption ; to fhew that, al- 

fentence moil clearly requires it. Houbigant ingenioufly 
«onje<aurc« that the true reading is, D3Vl!7N ; Whence 
03!^ "^nj^, confifting of the fame lettcrg ; and whence the 
prcfcnt reading.'* But in order to fupport this wild hypo- 
thefis, we muft fuppofe that all the tranfcribers of the 
manufcripts^ from whence the printed text was corredled, 
did not underftand the fcnfe and meaning of the prophetic 
language, any more than the Archbifliop, and his ingenious 
criticks do. 

Vol. III. I though 
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though they ihould fufier foch dfeidfiil a/-# 
fiidioa and mifcry in the latter captivit j j 
yec iihattld they not be utterly dcdraycd^; 
vcr. Id •• Yet fhall the number of the chil« 
dren of Ifrael be as the fandof the fea*' Hciace 
the cofinexion of the difibreut fenteaces i$ 
ciearly peiceived. 

As to the expreifiori made ufe of by the pro- 
phet, that the number of the children of ir«^ 
rael Oiall be as the faiid of the fea, which can-« 
oot be meafured nor nambered : and which 
appears to be a contradiction 19 terms ; for if 
number^ is that which can be counted 1 and 
that which cannot be number^^ cannot b^ 
the fubjedt of number : I muift ofeCerve (liA^the 
real meaning of the ientence is^ that the chtL 
dren of Ifrael fhall be equal in number to the 
number of the fand of the feai for the fand 

* This perfe^ly agreel with what Mofes and the 
other prophets have aRured us of; viz* the prefirrvaCMD oT 
the nacion, notwithltaading all their fafcriags in thia l^ng 
and dreadful captivity ; as I have ihewn at large in iny tn» 
troda^ion to this work. Vol* I. p. i6. &c« 9ad in my De« 
fence of the Old Teflamemt, in anfwer to Tho. P^ine'e 
age of reafon, part 2d« p. la. &c. And the ifirnmplifhiiitin 
of which, to this v^xy day» is fuch a demonftriUe praof of 
the truth of Divine Revelation; as maft at once ftrilM thi 
Deiil and Infidel dumb. 
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of the fea hath a number^ notwithftaiiding 
its arbundance ; but then, on account of that 
abi^tndance, it is impoilible to number, ov 
meafure it ; even fo will be the childrea of 
Ikael I for the nation will be fo exceedingly 
iuii3!k^eiss, as to be equal in number to the 
fand of the fea ; but on account of their be- 
ing fo numerous^ it will be impo^ble to 
number thena. And the reafon that hecom-^ 
pftred them to the fand of the fea, was, to 
{hsw^ that as* the numerous fmall particles 
oftbe fimct of the fea, on account of the fea's 
humidity, am fo clofely united together, as 
to appeal! aa bqt onie body ; even thus will 
the hpo&LOf Ifi-aef, atid the hoiife of Judah 
b(? thcJi: fo that notwithftanding that they 
will be fo exceedingly nutxjerous, yet, (by 
iBeaoiS^ of the laivr of truth, which will then 
h» &^ &ii&ly obferved by them, and which 
ifr compared to watec^;) will they be fo cloi^« 
ly united^ a»s to' appeaj? baf as: ope bo(fy« 

AltejE tike prophpt hath thus fpolfien of the 
^£eatn«ifsi ot ti^it oumben j he proceeds to. 
fpeak of dieir e»al«edf ^jijality, in the latter 
p^fr ^ the vQp^. «< And it filall con^ to 

* 9«p Vol. IL p. 13. 8k, 

1 9 paft 
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pafs (that,) in the place where it was iaid 
unto them. Ye (arc) NoT-My-PEoPx.E, 
(there) fliall it be faid unto them, (Ye are) 
The-sons-of-the-living-God." 

The prophet then proceeds to (hew when 
this will be ; ver. 1 1 . *• Then the chil-- 
dren of Judah and the children of Ifrael (hall 
be gathered together, and fhall appoint them- 
feives one head, and (hall come up out of 
the land : for great ((hall be) the day of 
Jezrecl/' The children of Ifrael and Judah 
which had aforetime been divided into two 
kingdoms, (hall then be gathered out of the 
countries whence they had been difperfed, 
and (hall all be united under one head ; and 
thus return into their own land. And, by 
the expi«(rion, *• For great (fhall be) the 
day of Jczreel/' The prophet pointed at 
the ruin and deftrudion of the nations, 
that will take place at the time of the re- 
demption 6f the nation, in the holy land ; 
as (hewn at large in the courfc of this work. 
And it is this, which he calls /i6^ ^^^f ^ ^^2:- 
ree/ ; for it is the day of vengeance, when 
the arm of the Lord (hall become glorious 
in power, and he Ihall manifeft his vengeance 
againft his enemies ; when all the nations 

(hall 
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ihall be gathered together to war ; and the 

children of Ifrael, and children of Judah 

will alfo be gathered together, and appoint 

them one head, (the Meffiah ) and come 

tip out of the countries where they are, in 

order to fight againft their enemies in that 

war. And, on account of the greatnefs of 

the vengeance which God will there take on 

the nations ; the prophet fays, " for great 

(fhall be) the day of Jezreel, " Similar to 

the vifitation of the blood of Ahab ; the vi- 

fitation of the houfe of jehu ; and the vlfita-^ 

tion of the fins of the houle of Ifrael, and 

the houfe of Judah : for he called them all 

by this name of Jezreel; as above fhewn. 

And becaufe, when the nation aforetin^e 
dwelt in the holy land, there exifted great 
hatred and enmity between the houfe of If* 
rael and the houfe of Judah ; abufing, and 
vilifying each other ; the propliet affures us, 
that then it will not be fo : and which is 
what he meant by faying. Chap. ii. ver. i, 
^^ Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi ^/* 
That is, the children of Ifrael Ihall fay to 
llJicir brethren, the children of Judah, yc are 

• That it BQy popple. 
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the Lord's people j for they (hall Aom<M*€r 
be called Lo-ammi. And to the chikir^a 
of Judab, he faid^ " And unto your fidr^rs 
Ruhamah*:" Ye children of Judah^ % tta- 
to your fitters, ye have obtaiaed moccyfroo^^ 
Gody ib that he will no more femo^e y^Ur 
fran^ oiFyour Iwd. For as he had compi^-* 
red the kingdom of Ifrael to the daughter, 
whom he called Lo*ruhatnah ; and the kin^r* 
dom of Judah to the fon whom he oatUoi 
Ix>*ammi ; he therefore made uie. of this fi- 
gure, to denote their union. 

And, after that he had thus fpoken of al| 
thofe future events ; by Qomparing th^ wliole 
body of the nation^ to a woman of fbrniea-. 
tions ; the boufe of Ifrael to Lo-ruhamah^ 
and the houfe of Judah to IvO-ammii. ha 
began to reprov« the whole nation : for thafc' 
was the fole end and purpofe, that he ori- 
ginally intended by all the preceding : afld 
therefore, he faid, ver. 2. ** Plead witfe; 
your mother, plead ;" and which fojves tfee 
fifth objedlion, concerning the connexion o# 
the fentcnces. And the intentran of thi$ 
reproof is, as if God had faid to the fons- and 

• JJavinip obtained ipercy-, 

<iaugh^ 
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danghter^ yeiiavcnocaufe to complain of i^m 
on aarount of ,yoar fufFerings and captivity^, 
as th^y are the coufcqilence of the fins and 
iniquity of the whole body of the nation ; 
but pbad ye ^ith your mother ; enter into 
a forenfiok contcft with your laother, the 
whol^ houfe of Ifrael ; difown her proceed- 
ings, as they wcK the immediate caufe of 
all the evil that hath befallen you. And aU 
though, the coUttStivc body of the nation 
contained none other> than the hoafe of If- 
rael^ and the houfe of ][udah, whom he re^ 
^refented as the £bns and daughter ; yet did 
he life the tei'm mother, exclufive of the 
children, to heighten the beauty and fi>rce of 
the fifurre he had made ule of; and the 
messing of which was, that thiey (hould re^ 
pcfiOfre ea:ch other tor the fins they had com« 
mittiedi and exhort one another to mf rain 
from ;tbem in future. 

The prophet then proceeds in his reproof 
of thcaation, thus : ** Perhaps fbe is not 
my Jwific *, And I (am) not her huihand/* 

* Trtnflatof s and tommentatorft in general underfiand 
the iiebfew adverb ^p to denote y%r ,- but this k oontrary 

to the true intent and meaning of the prophtt ; sm will 
fimly i^pear from the explanation oi the fentence^ 

But 
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But in truth, it is not fo : for (ht is my 
lawful wedded wife; " And (therefore,) let 
her put away her harlotry from her face, and 
her adulteries from between her breafts :" 
Let her not paint her face, and perfume her 
breafts, as the harlots * do -, for that does 
not become a virtuous married woman ; but 
only courtefans : and which is a moft beau- , 
tiful figure, made ufe of to reprefent the cha- 
rader of the nation, as being lawfully united 
to God in conjugal lovc; leleded by him 
in a peculiar manner from among all nations; 
and who as her hufband, hath taken her un- 
der his immediate care and protedion j her 
conduct therefore, is the more criminal, in 
thus worlhipping the falfe gods ; which is 
the fornications and adulteries that he hath 
defired her to put away ; to prevent the pu- 
niihment due to her crimes ; ver. 3. " Left 
I ftrip her naked, and fet her as (in) the 
day (that) (he was born ;" This fhews that, 
all the profpcrity and happinefs which the 
nation experienced, was entirely providen- 
tial ; not owing to any natural, or acciden- 

• And thus fays Ezekiel (Chap, xxiii. 3O ^ There 
Were tbeif breads prcfled/' &c; 
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fal caqfes whatever; for the Almighty found 
them ill Eg|Spt,^^^ funk in the Iclweft ftate of 
abjcflt diftrefs y redeemed them from bon- 
dage ; beftoWcd abundant geod on them j. 
aod gave thero the holy l%nd for au inheri- 
tance ; and therefore, vj^hcn tlicy committed 
idolatry, it wa.s but juft, that he ihould de- 
pi ve them of the good he had bcftowed on 
them i the prophet therefore purfues the fi- 
gure of the woman that had committed adul- 
to-yi fey fl^ewin^ the njanncr in which ihc 
was to be pvjnifhed i by ftripping her naked, 
and depriving her of all the clothQS and or-. 
pamentj that he had beftowed on heri *^And 
place her as^ in ^he defer t," Nof: ^' mal^e her 
a defcrt,'* as it is generally rei^dered i but to 
place hpr in tlje fame eonditioni that ihe 
wais in, in the defert, ^^ And fet her as in t^e 
dry land, ^ud kill h?r with thirft. '* For 
when they . w^rc driven ,oi|t of Egypt, and 
entered i^o the wildarnefa, they werp defti- 
tute of the CQfQinon neceffaries of Ufe^ with-? 
out bread and water : and mufl therefore 
^^rtajnly hayc pcriiljed in fh^t d^rt pUce, 
Jiad it nipt been fpr Qod'3 mercy in fupply* 

f 

ing them miraculoufly witl^ bread from hea^ 

yen, and water from the rocH# And thus 
VoL.IIIt K fay5 
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fays Mofes in his prophetic fong, (Deut. 
xxxii. 10.) ^'He found him in a^defert land^ 
;ind in the wafte howling wildernefs ; he led 
him about/' &;c. And agreeable to this^ it 
is, that the prophet fays here, "And I will 
place her as in the defert, and iet her as in 
the dry land \'* that is, as (he was in the de« 
fert; in that land of drought and the fhadbw* 
of death; where they had not even* a drop 
of water, but in a fupernatural manner: and 
therefore the prophet fays, ** And kill her 
with thirfl :" For that would adlually have 
been the cafe, but for the interpofition of di- 
vine providence. But, although when in 
the wildernefs, they were deliverfcd from all 
evil, by God's providential care, in thus 
mercifully relieving them ; yet (hall it not 
be fo now ; ver. 4. ** And I will not have 
mercy on her children, becaufe they are the 
children of fornications/' By this, the pro- 
phet alfo (hews, that mercy (hould . not be 
extended to them, as it was to thofe in the 
wildernefs ; for though they were doomed 
to die in the defert ; yet were their immedi* 
ate dcfccndants allowed to enter into the 

• To this pyirpoie. See Jcrem. ii. 6. 

land, 
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I 

Jand, and pofiefs it ; but they that fhall go 
into this latter captivity, will, on account of 
the great length of time of its continuance, 
die there i as will alfo their children, and 
children's children, for many generations. 
And he calls them the children of fornica* 
tions ; not that the children of the prophet 
were begotten in whoredom, even according 
to the figurative language made ufe of; but 
that after their birth, their mother commit- 
ted whoredom : ver. 5. " For their mother 
hath played the harlot ; fhe that conceived 
them hath caufed fhame." By her lewd- 
nefs, ihe hath tainted their birth : and which 
figure, VTA* made ufe of by the prophet, to 
fhew,that the nation by its fin of idolatry, 
had as it were, brought fhame and difgracc 
on their anceftors, the holy patriarchs j aj 
defcribcd in the latter member of the verfc. 
" For fhe hath faid, I will go after my lo- 
vers, who gave me my bread and my water, 
my wool and my flax, mine oil, and my 
drink." Meaning the planets, and other 
heavenly bodies which they worshipped ; 
and from whole influencfe, they imagined 
they had received all thofe beneficial and 
fruitful fcafons '} as the foolifli women faid, 
>-- K 2 (Jcrcm. 
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(Jerem.xliv. 18*) *' But from the fkil*^ 
that wc left off to burn inccnfc to thequjeeff 
of the heavens^ and to pour out libation* 
unto hcr^ we have been; in waiit ttf every 
thingi and, have been confumed by thd 
fward, and by limine/' But, to corivioctt 
her that die good fhe had ncoeived^ .was not 
of their beftowing^ the prophet.foys^ vcr; 6*. 
^. »^ Therefore behold^ I wUl Jieiige. Uf^ 
her V7ay with thpJ'nsj ,afld IwaU IwcQt 1^ 
her enclofiire; that flip J&4II no; fyoAfh^t 
paths* And ftie (halLfollovrjaft«,hi^ri lo- 
vers, but (hall nqt ovettafcethena.j iandiitif 
(hall feek them^ but fball not.find (thtija).-- 
Though fhecoptiQues.lx*pray.ta.thofeiajLfil 
gods, thie planet? and heavenly, bodies jwhkh 
{he worihippfidf yet it fliall not avail hiav 
nor be of any benefit to her; like as to a 
woman that purfiies her lovers^ but .cannot 
overtake>nor find theitii, She then.. will' ibe 
fenfible of her Ipft and want^ and of /her 
tricked v^ay that was thp caufe of tl^n^ i 
And, " Then (hall Qm fay 1 I will go, and 
return to my forrnethH^and.^!'; IrwrilLreei^ 
turn to the ferv^cte. of the true God^ who it 
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tay lawful huiband } for he brought me cot 
^ Bgg^ptj aad gave me his holy law ; ** For 
tb?n .(wa$ it) better Wjith me than now.*' 
Wihga I adhered f to him and his fervice^ I 
ejcperi^Hced morp gpod^ and greater happi- 
Bcf^.thaii I do now* 

^ J^s to ;t]^ project's fkyingi (vcr. 8.) "But 
ih« ,]sncw not. tl^^ I gave unto her corn*^ 
a^: w'inei and oil : , an^ the iilver (which) 
I BtiBillpJi^d ja4>tO:h^r,^.and the gold, they 
^^afidd dtktp;iBaa]l|'' : I cannot but obferve^ 
.thaf it appears; (as^^^h^ learned Abarbanal has 
Jiiftly obaferved) to be a Very ftrange expref- 
iioqr : foir, as fhe had already faidi "I will 
return unto my former hufband 1 for then 
it wast better with me than now/' It is 
clcgr th^t^, {he had already acknowledged^ 
that the . good fhe had received , was from 
God I k ^therefore is very furprifmgi that he 
(hould afterwards fay^ thut ihe knew not that 
-God had given her all. Moreover, that af* 
ter her repentance, when ihe iaid, I will re^ 
iturn unto my former hufband j her puni(h« 
ineat fhould be increafed i as in ver. 9. &C4 
ff Therefore will I turn, and take away my 

' * Hebb The corni and the mnc^ afid the oil* 

corn 
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corn in its time/' &c. But if the words of 
the prophet are duly confidered^ according 
to the true fpirit of the prophetic language ; 
w« fhall find that, her penitence was not 
fuch atf to be acceptable to God : for (he did 
not repent of her having followed and wor- 
Ihipped thofe ilrange deities; neither did 
fhe fay, that flie would tiirn from them, and 
forfake them : but that, bccaufe in the time 
of her tranfgrejflion, /he had forfaken the 
Lord, andferved the idols only; the nature 
of her repentance, was this : that flie would 
return unto the Lord, and ferve him joint- 
ly with the Baalim: for her opinion was, 
that becaufc fhe had forfaken the Lord, 
thofe evils had befallen her ; and that there- 
fore, it was proper to ferve him, as the firft 
caufe; and the heavenly Bodies, &c. alfo as 
mediators : and therefore fhe faid, fot then 
(was it) better with me than now. Whcncfc 
it is manifeft, that by her making ufeof the 
comparative ieUer, fhe plainly acknowledged 
that iof6 were good j but that the one was 
better than the other ; it therefore is clear, 
that the opinion of this tranfgreffing nation, 
then was, that the gods which they ferved, 
bcftowed great good on them; but that their 

in« 
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influence, was not* equally beneficial with 
that of the fupreme Being; that therefore, 
it were beft to unite them all together ; that 
is, the worihip of God, with the heavenly 
bodies ; fo that they might enjoy the influ- 
ence of each ; and thus have their bleflings 
incrcafcd : flie therefore faid, I will go, and 
return &c. for the cxpreflion, I will gOy aU 
ludes to (according to the idiom of the fa* 
cred language) what flic faid above, (ver. 5.) 
** For flie hath faid, I will go after my lo- 
vers," &c. And therefore the real fenfe is, 
as if flie had faid, / will at all events, go af- 
ter my lovers 5 but at the fame time, / will 
return to my former huft)and ; for then (it 
vrill be) better with me ; that is, when I 
£ervc them all, than now, that I have forfa- 
ken the Lord^ and worfliipped the heavenly 
bodies only. And therefore, Gbd indignant- 
ly obfcrvcs, beheld, this vile infatuated wo- 
man, even at prefent, ftill imagines that her 
good proceeded from thofc flirangCv gods that 
flie had worfliipped ; and at the very time 
of her repentance, thus holds fafl: on her 
folly : and becaufe, flie does not know, nor 
acknowledge, that I at all times gave her 

corn, and wine, and oil, and the filv^r 

(which) 
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(which) I multiplied unto hcr^ and the gold 
they offered to Baal. That ip, th^ made 
the graven and molten images of the very 
gold that I gayc them. ** Therefore will' 
1 turn, and take ^way my corn in its tiixic^ 
and my wine in its feaion : and I will reoo^ 
vcr my wool and my flax, (lyhich was giv- 
en) to coyer her nakedaefs/' I will deftroy 
their harveft *, and vintage : fo that they 
fhall have unfruitful feafons } and will caii& 
the fhecp to die, that they may b6 deprived 
of the wool : fo that they will neither have 
bread to eat^ nor garments ;q cover the^ 
naked i^efs. 

The prophet then proceeds to fpeaJc qf 
her farther punifhmeut: ver, jo, ♦* And 
now I will difclofe her vilenefs in the figh{ 
of her lovers : '* By which, the prophet 
informs lis, tfiat hitherto the diviu? provi^ 
dence, watched over the nation^ to preferve 
them from all natural ar*d accidental inm* 
ries proceeding from the planetary infi^eiicc 
of the ftars and heavenly bodies ; but when 
God fhall hide his face from t them, they 

• By fending.a curfe on them. See Malach. ii. 2, & 
i"»9' f See Dem. xxxi^ 18.' Ifai, liy. 8^ Ezek, 

^x;^ix. 33* -29. &c, 

will 
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will be obnoxious to all thofe evils : and 
this is what thcf prophet meant by the figurifc^ 
of expofing her vileneft m the fight of her 
lovers.; for as a woman that hath been feen 
by her admirers in a filthy and polluted con- 
ditionj^ is likely to be delpifcd by thqm; fo 
will .they by the difcovcgy of the wicked- 
ly tfs of their doings^ lofe the providential care 
of God« who will hide his face from them,; 
and thus will they be fubjcdk to .every 
evil occurrence. And, exclufive of this^ 
they will alio be punifhed by God ; fo that 
even the beneficial influence of the heavenly 
bodies fiial^ npt avail them : as lie fays in 
the latter member of the verfc, " And none 
fhall deliver her out of mine hand." 

|i| yer. II. ^ la. the prophet particular- 
rizcB her punifhfnent* ^^ And I will caufe 
all h^ joy to cea& ; her feafts^, (thefe are) 
her new moon«^ and her fabbaths^ and all 
her rol^iatvi aficmblies^ And I will defi:roy 
her viae a,fKl her figtree % of which, ifae faid, 
Tfai^fe ^are)>mine hire which my lovers have 
g^en qie ;" Thus attributing all her fruit- 
ful feafons to her falie gods i as mentioned 

• HeU Feafb NewMoon«&c. 

Vol 4 IIL L in 



J4, blSSliRTATloi^S 

in ver. 5. ** Who give me my corn,*' itd^ 
For which rcafon, God will thus deprive 
them of all thofe fruitful feafons, and othc^ 
bleffings which he had beftowed on them ; 
and which indicates the cuffe that the land 
was to labour under after their captivity ;* fo 
that it fhal.l not be as it was aforeiimtfj 
when God beftowed his bleffing on it : for 
after their captivity, their vineyards 6cc. 
fhall become forefts ; as In the latter 'mem- 
ber of the verfe, *' And I will nfiake therh 
a^foreft : and the beafts of the field (hall eat 
them/' By the beafts of the field, is meant 
the different nations. Pagans, Chriftiaiis, and 
Mahomedans, that have had poffeffion of 

the holy land. 

The prophet firther informs us, tliatthe 

captivity which they were to go into, (i. e. 

the prefent one)would be very long^ and don. 

tinue for a great number of years, proportion^ 

ate to the great number of years that they 

committed idolatry in the holy land : and in ^ 

regard to which he fays> ver. 13. ^^Andl 

will vifit upon her the days of Baalim, 

wherein /he burnt incctife unto them /' Forj 

" • Heb. Foraforcft. 

It 
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^tis well known, that Ifrael ierved Baalim* 
in the days of the Judges, and in the days of 
all the kings of Ifrael, and thofc of the kings 
of Judah, who caufed Ifrael tp fin : an4 
coaceyning that time, he faid^ arid I will vi- 
fit upon her the days of Baalim, &c. But, 
though, (luring tjie time of the fecpnd tem- 
ple, they did not wor()^ip the Baalim ; yet, 
did they provoke God by their vanities, and 
tlieir alliance with the Rpmans; whence 
proceeded thofc nufnerbus evils that befel 
them ; ind even the defirudion of the tern* 
pie, &c. An4 of this it is, that the pror 
phet in figurative lapguage iays in the lat* 
ter member of ^he verfe, '* And decked her- 
felf with her ear-rings "f*, and her J jewels, 
and went after her lovers, and forgat me^ 
jfaith the LpRo/* For at one time they put 
their trufl: in their own ftrepgth and jpower ; 
and at other times in their friendfliip with 
the Romans, whom they called in to their 
affiftancei (and whQ became a Humbling 

* Tbe prophet made ufe of tl)e plural, becaufe t)ier^ 
mf^^c' different idpls wor&ipped und(sr the name of Baal : 
asBaal-peor, Baal-berith, Baal^zebub^ &c* 

f i^cb. Ear-ring. % Hebij Jewel. 

h z to 
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to them) and thus forgat the Lord^ who is 
their true protcdtor. 

The prophet then in the fame ftrain of 
figurative language, proceeds to inform us 
of the events that ^re to take place in the 
latter days, at the end of the captivity : ver. 
14. ** Yet for (all) this, behold, I will al- 
lure her, and will lead her to the defcr't i^ 
This indicates, tl^at the nation will then* go 
forth from thofe countries where ihey were 
in Cjiptivity, either of their o>yn. accord, or 
by means of their beipg baniOied by the 
kinjgs, or goviernmcnts of thofe countries; 
and which, the prophet callis *^ alluring 
her," And ;tbc /'leading her into the de- 
fert," pbrfedlly coiiipides with what Ezc- 
kiei * l^id, ** And/I wiU bring yoii into, the 
wildernefs of the people +, and there will I 
plead with you face to face," &;c. For they 

wiU be led from one nation to anothex, and 

. ^' . •,".' -P \ ^'' '■•' -1. i J 

froqfi pn^. kii)gdom,,to fnother^pcople : and 

during this peregrination, they wifl Be tri- 
ed^ and purified i a^ad the finn^ris and tranf- 
greflbrs will be cdrifdttRid: as Ihewn at large 
in the eKpi>natiQi> of the fecond propJiepy of 

• Ezek# XX. 3;. &c, f Hcb. Peoples. ' 

Ezc- 
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Ezejkiel, VoL II. page 239. And, as they 
v^iil in their wandering thus, endure great 
troubJc and afflidion, he fays in the latter 
member of the verfe, ^* And willipe^k i^ind-i 
ly * to her/' I will comfort ( the good 
among) themt and give them a pourageousi 
heart to bear up under all this wearlnpfs. 

The prophet farther informs us that, from 
that waaderjng^ they will merit the poflcf- 
fion of the. holy land: ver. 15. " And 
from thencct will I give her hqr vineyards, 
Jind the valley of Achor for a door pf hope :'* 
X^^st iSf from the valley^ or depth pf the 
captivity, were they were in fuch great trou- 
ble-f'; God will give them a door of hope : 
for in confequence pf the great trouble and 
afflidiof^ that they will then labour under^ 
they will return to God with a fincerc re-p 
peatance. Thus will then, this afflidive 
vale of miiery, be an opening door for their 
T$dempCion^ . And, as wheci he denounced 

* Hcb. To her heart. 

4 l^or dAor in Heine w» depotei irouhk % and is there- 
iatt. uftd allu&vel/ by the prophet, to denote both the 
trouble of the captivity ; and the barren and troubled date 
that the countxy jUow is io« Sec Piffert. VqU }L p« 5 9, 

& Note* 

her 
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jxer pmnifliment, he faid, I yfill dcftroy her 
yincandhcr figtrce: (ver* 12.) he now iays^ 
J will give her her vineyards &c. tofhew^ 
that they ftjall then enjoy thofe blefjings, 
and fruitfvil fcafons, that they had experi- 
enced aforetime, in the days of her profperi- 
ty. And her redemption and falvatidn w^ill 
be fo extraordinary great, that fhe wilFijiig^ 
and rej oiqe greatly ; as in the latter member 
of th? verfe, *' And th^re (hall flj^ fing' as 
(in) the days of her yoytb^ and as (in) the 
day when fliecame up frpm thplahdofE- 
gypt/' Thus will ftie greatly rejoice^ and 
give thanks to God continually, for his great 
mercy toward? her, ^ ^ V 

, The prophet then proceeds to'fhewthat, 
after their return from this captivity, they 
Vill no more return to fin ; for that God' will 
circunjcife their hearts: and that idolatry, 
fhall entirely ceafe from the^afth : yer. 16- 
,17. *^ And it ' fhall come to< pafs in that 
day, faith the Lord, (that) thtiu flialt call 
me, Eefliee, (mine husband) and thou 
(halt no more call me Baalee, (My Baal*) 
For I will take away the names of Baalim 

put 
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etll: of tier mouth; and they HiaUna more 

be ^'mentioned by Uhdr name/' Thus we 

fee^ ' that the nation Will then confider God^ 

as her only kwful hufband ; and confequent- 

ly willittok to his protedtion only ; and not 

to that of any of the heavenly bodies, &;c» 

Ahd ibc will be fo far from entertaining the 

kafl: idea of idolatry ) that (he will not even 

hiil God; her L6rd> bceaufe that it was the 

name of the felfe gods j neither fhall it be 

arty more mentioned by any of the other na- 

tiplis'Of the earth j agreeable to what th6 

prophet fays*, *f For then will I turn the 

people-JT to a pure language J, that they ihalJ 

all of them call on the name of Jehovah, to 

fefVe him with one confent §/' They all 

will then worfhip the one true God. 

The prophet then proceeds to affure us> 
that they fhall no more go into captivity : 
neither ihall there beany contention ii the 
nation j nor war with any other : but they 
jhall ienjoy peace and plenty in fafety : ven 
1 8* fVAnd I will make for them a covenant 

* Zeph. iii. 9, f Hcb. Peoples. 

, t Heb. Lip^ § Heb. Shoulder, 

m 
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in that day. With the bcafts of ^ the fields 
aiid with thtt fowls of th« heavexu, and 
(with) the creeping thiogsof the ground; 
And the bow^ and the fwordj, and war^ will 
I break fr6m thfe land ; and I will joiakc 
them to lie down in fitfcty." 

The prophet then purfues the ilhgpty he 
made ufe o£ at the commencement of tht 
prophecy i which is^ as if the Almigh^ had 
foriaken his wife, becauie (he had conam^-* 
ted adultery i but that when fhe (hall have 
repented, and returned to him in iincerity 
and truth ; and (hall call him Bejhee, mht 
bu/bandi and the name of the Baalim be 
taken out of her mouth : that then^ God 
would betroth her unto him' afredOl ;: and 
which figure^ denotes thto return of his di* 
vine prefence among them ; and his psrti« 
cular providential care of them : ver. 1^*26^ 
•* And I will betroth thee unto me. for ever; 

* This IS ufed figurative ly^ to denote the peaceable 
difpoiltion of their enemies : and aTfo indicates the ftate of 
|>eace and tnnocencev that is to exHl among the ^t^ eifea-' 
tion, in the days of the Meffiah : agreeable to what the 
prophet Ilaiah faid> <« Then (hall the wolf tak^ up his 
abode with the kmb/* &c, as explained at large in VoL 

lit* p. 01, &c. 

Yea, 
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Y^ai I will betroth thee unto me in rightct 
oufnefs^ and in Jufticet and in kindnefs, and 
in mercy : Yea, I will betroth thee unto me 
in fjiithfulneft ; and thou ihalt Icnow the 
J^crd/' And the r^on that he made ufe 
of the C3q)refSon, I will betroth tbee^ three 
times ; was to represent the three plape^ cpn^ 
ilru<3:ed by the nation for thi? worfhip of 
God* . The fitft, was, thp tabernacle which 
Mo£bs built in the wildernefs ; the fecond, 
the temple that Solomon builtj and the thirds 
that which was built by !^erubbabel and 
Herod ; called the feoond teipple. And, be^ 
(saufi^'it was. not. the iatention of the Su« 
preme, that th^ tabernacle of Mofes (hould 
csdft perpetually; but only as a temporary 
building, till thty came to thf^ (place of) 
reft,: ^^^^ (^ (^^^^ inheritance \ he therefore 
informs us, that at the future reftoration it 
will not be fo ; and which hp indipatp? by 
%in:g, ^^ Apd I will betroth thee unto m« 
i^t: ever/' That is, that the latter temple 
ihalLexift eternally, for eyer ^d ever, And 
concerning the cxiftence pf the temple which 
Solomon built, during which there wa$ pp 
righteoufnefs, juftice, kindnefs^ and mercy j^ 
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as ihewn at large by the prophet Amw^^^i- he 
fays, '' Yea, I will betroth thee unto me ia 
rlghteoufiiefs, and in jaftice^ and in kind^ 
jicfe, and in mercy/' To fliaw^ that dudng 
the exiftcncc of the fetur^ temple^ righted 
cufnefs, juftice, kindAefs, m%t€f^ atid'bro^ir 
therly love, wiW-thea prevail eminently in 
the earth. And in reference to the Second i 
temple^ he faid, '^ Yea» I will betroth the«. 
unto me in faith fulnefi, and thoti ihtlt know 
the LoRi>/* For during the time^^^the fo^ 
cond tempky there was^reat fchi&a in th^ 
pation; by meant of the^ great numbec^ of 
Siadduces, and other htretlckt : boi this^ the 
prophet ; informs xisr will not be the cg£ti at 
the time of the futufe temple: for theo^ 
faithftilncfi, ind the. true knowledg^jtiftiie. 
One God, wiH cjpift in the greatcftper^ 

feiftrom ' 

But perhaps, you may^fayr tifie order. of 
the heavenly bodit^ may neverthelcfs bving. 
evil and defl:ru<Si<)h on th44iation ^ the\praf^ 
phct therefore &ys^ vtr. 21^22^ ^* And it 
iftj^H come to pafs in thdt day, I wHlvhear, 
faith the Lord, l will hfar the heav«ifj m^ . 

♦ See Amos^ Phap« ii* &c, 

they 
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they ihall hear the earth } And the earth 
ihall hear the eom^ and the wine and the oil t 
and they ihall hear Jeagroel/" By which is 
fhewn, that they will then cfi^oy the pro- 
teiftion of dii^ii^e providence in a peculiar 
manner ; as <3od will by his omnipotetit 
powtr, render the ' lieav^snly fcodies'&c. be- 
neficially fubfefvietlt to them : fbrthehea-» 
yens will, at it were> a(k to fend their rain 
on the earth 3 and ^he earth wilU as it were 
luppficate for rain i and the corn^ &c, will 
wi(h,asit Were, to fupply their wants : iiv 
ihort, all naturcrwillhcar, tind minifter to the 
people whom Odd ^11 then plant in their 
own land. 'For as^ he faid above *, when 
ipeaking* of their pdriifiimenti and captivity, 
*• Therefore w^l T turn, and take away my 
corn in its time/* &c* *[c now mentions, 
that at the time '^of their falvation and re- 
demption, it will be quite the reverfe; for 
thcn,the heavens will give their dew, and the 
earth its increafe j fo that they all will hear 
Jezred: by whidi metaphor, the prophet 
/hews, that although during their captivity, 
the land being in a barren ftate, (as labour- 

' ' • Ver. 9. 

M 2 ■ ing 
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ing under a curfe*) the cbrn, the wiae^ ahif 
the oiU did not hear the nations that had pof- 
fefiion of it; yet^ at the time of their re-^ 
demption^ God will fend his blefling on 
them fo abundantly^ that they all will anfwer 
Jezreel; that 16, Ifraelj whom God had plant-* 
ed in captivity { and pftni(hed with the pu« 
V nifhmbnt of Jezreel 1 but on whom^ the arm 
of the Lord Will then be revealed : for, aa 
when he denounced the punifhment of the 
nation, he called Ifrael by the name of Jez- 
reel ; becaufe they were to be planted among 
the nations, and to be puniflied with the 
vengeance of the houfe of Ahab, that was 
punifhedfof th^ blood of Jezreel $ fo^ when 
fpeaking of the fubj eft of their falvation, he 
alfo calls them by the name of Je:^reel ; to 
ihew, that they fhall then h^ planted in their 
own land ; and therefore, he immediately 
fays, ver. 23. " And I will plant+ her un- 
to me in the land/' And to the houfe of 
Ifrael, he faid, ** And I will have mercy on 

HEk WHO HAD NOT OBTAINED MERCXif:'' 

• Sec DeUt. jcxix. '2t-^22.&C« 
f Heb. I will fow ; and which alludes tOj and CKpIaiaft 
the word Jezreel. See the Notes, p» S^-^JS* 
X Heb* Lo-Ruhamiih. ' 

And 
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And to the children of Judah, he faid,^^And 
1 will fay to (them who were) not my p^o- 
tLE, Thou (art) my people.: and they ♦ 
ihall fay (Thou art) my God/' That is, 
they will ftridly adhere to him, and fervc 
him with a perfed heart. This explanation, 
iblVes the fixth objeftion* 

Before we proceed to the explanation 6f 
the prophecy> delivered under the figure of 
the fecond woman } it is neceffary to pre- 
mife, that fome commentators are of opini* 
6n, that after the prophet had thus confoled 
the nation, he again began to reprove them 
for their eVil doings f but to this I cannot 
agree i for I am confident, that this prophe- 
cy -f, is alfo confolatoiy : the fubjed: of 
which » is as follows. 

After the prophet had tpoken of their 
captivity 9 and future redemption ; and which 
may be called the two extremities of time, 
that they were to experience : he began to 
fpcakof what would be their condition and 
^te in the intermediate fpace, during their 

• Hcb. He. 

f This is alfo the ppinion 6f the Icstroed AWbanaU 

See in Loc. * , 

* cap-^ 
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tsiptivity. . *In regard to Gckl*s dealii^s with 
them; *tkat is» i/rhether he would withdraw' 
his {U'Dvidcntial care from them entirely ; cr 
how he would conduft himfelf towards tl^ois 
aod alfo on {heir part, whether they would 
turn to the worship of ftraoge gods while in 
captivity^ as they did ^hen in their own 
land. And therefore the prophet mentions 
that^ Cod ihewed him this under a'fecond fi- 
. gure ^ by commanding him to love another 
wonun. Chap, iii; ver. i. *^ Moreover the 
•Lord faidiunto me, Goagaio, lovea wo-^ 
iman, beloved «f. (her) friend, yet a<n adul- 
terefSi '' This coow^ind differs froqi the 
firft; for here, God does not command UiR 
to take her for a wife, as he did the firft wo« 
man ; i?ut only to love her^ as with love and 
defire^ and that^ toa Woman beloved of her 
friend i and An adultercfs: not a .womaii 
lawfully married to an hufbandi hut a cour«> 
.tefan, who grants unlawful and unchafle &« 
"vours to men for hire &C4 and -at the iame 
time hath a friend ) a keeper, wJbofe name 
fhe affumes, as if (he was his wife | and yet 
difpenfes her favoi|rs indifcriminately to all 
comers: under which figure, is fhewn the 
iove of God to his people ; for although lA 

rael 
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raet wa8> fa prooe. to^ idDhptyf. playing .tiic> 
huiot, on « e VC17 high* liiH^ anoi 'i)Q4er every ^ 
gnefi tree?; . and for whh^ Gad poiu^bed^ 
thmi, aiKl feat them in to. captivity 1 y^t; 
did he Dot withdraw his ]ovp from them-i st$/ 
tbe prophet fays^ m the l^tisr part of tkei« 
vfrie : '^ Aceordsng to the Iptw ^of tfae-LoR & - 
to^^the^hihireu of Ifrael ; and (yet) they tttri^- 
away to< other godsv at)d : Iqyc^ ^goM of. 
wine/' NotwithftatidlQg that they turned ^ 
jto AiaQge godi^ and Wi6re\aji. drankardi in 
tfaeftfvic^ of the ti«ie Qod, yet did he nott^ 
ctkCt %9'i(^e^htm^ As)^ tiM»s fays < our le« 
gifllatQT Mo|M| •♦And:yttf*;aU't^t, wheii 
they be in ^the Jand of thettf.enemies^ I will^ 
not caft them away, peither will J ^bhor 

The* propbe(< tbeii proipeedjs to fpeak of 
their t)l:hs^?io^^ during their captivity ; and 
inforipM us, that notvv;ijhftanding. the num- 
bfcrleCs trouble t and a|&i<3io£is that jtll/ey 
ihould endure ; yetj would they not return 
to their parent's folly, in being guilty of the 
0fi of idolatry $ but woold toc^lly abftaii; 

• See Jerem. li. 20. k^ 

from 
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from it ; although ibicy (hon\d be deprived 
of the Yifible appearance of the divine pre«^ 
fcncei and the fpirit of prophecy j ver 2"*-3# 
^\Ajk^ I bought her ; unto me for iifteeii 
(pi^ce^) of iilverf and an homer, of barley^ 
and an half homer of barley. Andl faid 
unto her ; Thou fhalt abide for me- many 
days ; thou fhalt not commit fornication^ 
a;pd thoii (halt nbtbe for (another) man : Co 
(wai)Ulfo(be):forthce/^ ' 

: It now is prc^r to inquire what he meaiiC 
by f th«. fifteen pieces of filver, and an homer 
of barley 9 and an. half homer. of barley $ a« 
it certainly is not to be underi^ood in a lite^ 
ral^ bat. a metaphorical fen;fe1^i arid th^refqre 

* The Archbiiliop of Armagh in hU not^s on thit 
paifage, . fays^ •« I bought"] ** That is, according to the 
ancient cufiom, I paid her dower, Oen. ^xiv... i^^ x«^ 
Sam. xyiii. aj." Put furely th^ learned prelate did not. 
confider, that this was not a chafte mal^cn> obtained by 
the confent of her parents; bt^c a courtefan, a'proftitute t 
which renders the cafe widely different. He a!fo fays, <4t 
is obferved by Sir J* Chardin in the eaft tbat^ in the pot^^. 
trafts for temporary wives, there is always the formality 
of a meafure of corn mentioned^ over and above the ftipu# 
lat«d ium of money. Harmer. ii« $13, ** But he givei 
no reafon, why the prophet made mention of a» homer oi 
liarley^ and an halfhmivoi barley. ' ^ 
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commentators in general, have endeavoured 
to explain its latent meaning ; as not coat 
fidering it in any other light than emble- 
matical : for the Chaldec paraphraft Jo-* 
natban^ under (lands the fifteen pieces to 
denote, their redemption on the fifteenth 
day of the mopth Niflan^ &c. And others 
explain it, as denoting the merit of the 
patriarchs Abraham, Ifaac, Jacobji and the 
twelve tribes 1 and that the homer of bar- 
Icy, and the h^lf homer of barl^cy, alfo con« 
ttiA^bc Viyjxs^x, jy^teen % for the homer con« 
tains ten eaphas i and the half hoipcr, fivt 
eaphas« 

And Habb) Sgadias is pf opi|iioa th^t^ 
the fiftcea piepw ©f filver, and the fif-, 
teeneaphas contained in the homer, »nd half 
homer, denote Mofes, Aaron, Miriam, and 
the twelve princes of the tribes, that went 
out of Egs^pt. And Kimcbi explains th^ 
fifteen pieces of filver to denote the redemp* 
tio;), the fame as Jotmtban ; and that th« 
hptoer of barley and half hoiper, contain 
the number of days from the time of their 
going forth from Egypt, till they came to 
the wildernefs of Sinai, where they received 
Vol.. III. N the 
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the law } for the homer contains thirty Ic- 
aht *, and the half homer fifteen ; which 
together make forty five : that is, the re- 
iliaining fifteen days of the month Nifian, 
and the thirty days of lyyar. And the reafon 
that he mentioned barley, which is the food 
of bcafU, was to fhew that, the majority of 
tht people that went forth from Egypt, 
were like beads ; as the horfe, and the mule, 
that have no underftanding -f j working in 
bricks and mortar, and all manner of labour 
in the field: but when thty received the 
law, their eyes were opened, and they were 
endowed with the fpirit of wifdom and un- 
derftanding. And yarchi% in the name of 
Rab Hay, obferves that, it alludes to the laws 
of vows and eftimation. Thus have I ihewn 
the opinions of the different commentators ; 
but on which, 1 fhall forbear making any 
pbfcrvations, as their weaknefs and ftrained 
fenfe muft appear evident to the reader. This 
being premifed, I fhall now proceed to give, 
what to me appears to be the true explana- 

* Sec T-ingua Sacra, Radix fj»i{. Ij^n- & 7MX0* 
f Alluding to Pfalm. xxxii. 9. 
J See Jarchi in Lpc, 

tion 
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tion of the figurative language made ufe of 
by the prophet : which is. That the * chil- 
dren of Ifrael have borne all their trouble 
and affliction in this long and dreadful 
captivity, in full hope of the aiTurance given 
to them, in the teftimony of the^^^^w pro- 
phets^ who prophefied of their future re- 
demption and falvation. 

The firft, (in point of time) was David 
King of Ifrael, in the Book of P^ms : par- 
ticularly in thofe Pfalms, that I ihall notice 
and explain in the courfe of this work. Th« 
fecond» liaiah. The third, Jeremiah. The 
fourth, Ezekiel ; in the different prophecies 
which I have already explained in the two 
firft volumes of this work. The fifth, Hor 
fea, Xbc fixth, Joel. The fevpnth, Amos. 
The eighth, Obadiah. The ninth, Micah. 
The tenth, Habakkuk. The eleventh, Ze- 
phaniah. The twelfth, Daniel. The 
thirteen th» Haggai. The fourteenth Ze« 
chariah. The fifteenth, Malachi. For 
i^t&: fifteen prophets all prophefied, and iti^ 
tified of the future redemption of the na-^ 

* See Abarbanal in Loc. 

"N 2 tion; 
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tion*; as I have already (hcwii by the ex- 
planation of thofe prophecies; and (hall by 
Ihe blefTing of God^ farther (hew in theex^ 
planation of the others^ in the future pa?rt of 
this work. 'And to them, do the children of 
Ifrael lift tip their eyes in this miferable cap- 
tivity. And, as their fouls cartieftly long for, 
and earneilly defire the accompl])(hnient of 
thbie great and glorious prOcqiies ; the pro-- 
phfet ttltde i*fe of the fiotin ^3 Sther^ as 
being derived from the verb *|p3 to ik/ire^. 

As to the homer of barley, and the h*lf 
homer of barley ; they - dtn<Ae the t&t^ 
which Mofes denounced agmnfl them« 
Firft, thofe which he mentioned in thfeiand 
of Moab, Deut.xxviii, 15. &c. 4ind which 
Vere in number ninety eight : land therefore, 
he called them "Vyr\ an X iieap; fbrTO^ in 
Hebrew denotes an heaip ; as tD^a*! Dtfl t^fih 
T5&^ i6M/ of itiighty waters. (Habak/iii. 15.) 

• I have not 'mentioned Bahaix^ (although he clearly 
prophefied of their future redemptiqa ; at (hewn Vol. L 
Difl*. L p. I* Ice. Waafc he was not of the chofen fM): 
99 I have only r^ekoned the holy Projrfiett of littA. 

f At I have (hewn ki the tenth prophecy of Ifai. VoL 
ILp. 14. See alfo Lingua Sacra Radix P|02^ 

X See Lingua Sacra Rftdix TlOn* 
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D^ipn On« inayj] And they gathered them 

together (in) j6f^ J. (Exod. viii. lo.) See 

alfo Numb. xi. 31. & Judg. xr. 16. For 

^s they amounted to foch a great number, be 

called them an heap. And the half homter. 

denoted the denunciations Mofes mentioned, 

vfhtn he made the covenant with them in 

Horeb, (Lcvit, xxvi. 14. &c.) and which 

were in ii}xvn\)tt forty nine ; being exaSHy the 

half of thofe in Deuteronomy : the prophet 

their foite, very juftly called the former "^on 

jin heap : ^nd the lafcter, by the term in / 

Xe/A^i& ;. which prdperly denotes half an 

homer: i. e. ^^^theheap* And the rea- 

fon, he made ufe of the noun Dnlva^ Barley i 

'Was, on account of its being derived from 

the* R^dix "VVttf, which in its primary fenfe 

denotes, fiar^ dread; alfo zjiorm^ tempej&^ 

> &c. As in the following examples. ^^ 

r^\ n«r-V? fitpe^ Be aftoniflied, O ye 

lieavens^ at this, and be horribly afraid -f. 

]lB«11^0l6yny;j{f^n And the king of the 

tMcik Jball form agaiiifl Ivim like a wbirU 

'wnd%. Dyi1a» mnyfe^ H^ Your fathers 

^ See Lingua Sacra, Radix '^iftth 

f JcruDtii* IX. t I^^* x'>« 40% 

Jeared 
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feared them not *. "^"H^ ItHK They feizrf 
(on) horror '\. Befidos a number of other 
paflages. He therefore called thofe denun- 
ciations, both in Leviticus, and Deuterono- 
my, by the name of oniyt^ Barky : to fhew 
that, they all fhould be the caufe of great 
trouble i affitSlion^ dread ^ and horror to the na« 
tion ; as they adlually have been. 

And, as Mofes in thofe denunciations, had 
teilified of their captivity, and the miiery 
and affliftion that they were to iufier i fo 
did he alfo prophefy of their redemption and 
ialvation J; as already fhewa in the courie 
of the work : and which is an invincible 
demonftration to them ; that all the trouble 
and ifflidlion which they have endured du- 
ring this long and dreadful captivity, is pure- 
ly providential ; proceeding from the hand 
of the Lord §: they therefore have borne 
all with an unparalelled patience zn^ Jubmf^ 

• Dcu*^, xxxii. 11* t Job, xviiu ao. 

J See The prophecies of Mofesi Vol. I p. 27* &c. 

§ A ftronger proof than this, of the divine origtm) of 
the Mofaic di(penfacion« there cannot be ; as I hai(e (hewn 
at large in my introdu&ion to the firft Volume of this 
wtrk : p. I]. &§• 

Jiottl 
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Jim^i humbly acknowledging the juftice of 
God, in thus afflidking them for their tranf- 
greifions. And therefore, the meaning of 
the prophet was, that, .when they ferioufly 
confidered the denunciations contained in 
the homer (the heap) ol bar lay, and the half 
homer (half heap) of barley ; and alfo the 
confolations that are therein; and xht fifteen 
pieces of filver (of defire) of the prophets ; 
they will remain many days in captivity, 
without committing whoredom with the 
idolsj fo that in all their affliiftion, Ifrael will 
ilill hope in the Lord. And, in order to re- 
prefent this fubjed:^ the prophet faid, And I 
bought her unto me for fifteen pieces of fil- 
ver, &c. That is, I agreed with her for the 
price, of the prophecies contained in the fif- 
teen prophets, and the teilimonies in the 
Law of Moles ; and faid unto her, that for 
thefe, thou fhalt abide with me many days 
in captivity, without committing fornication 
with the flrange gods, and ihalt not be for 
another man ; fo will I alfo be for thee; 

♦ This will be treated of largely, in the ^d. part of 
this work« when we come to fpeak of thofe prophecies which 
Chriftians only apply to the Mefliah» but which will be 
Hiewn not to be applkablc to the Meffiah. 

Thjlt 
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That is, I will never exchange thee for any 
other nation : neither will I unite my par«- 
ticular providential care to any other peo« 
pk*. 

And, as the prophet mentioned that (he 
ihoald abide many days^ he prefently ex« 
plains what he meant thereby : ver. 4. ^'Foc 
the children of Ifrael fhall abide many dayt 
without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a facrifice, and without an image ; 
and without an ephod, and (without) te- 
raphim. " They will remain l<|fig» very 
long in captivity ; during which, they will 
neither have king -f nor prince over them« 
And, although they will not have any iir 
crifice^ or a temple to offer facri6ces to.Qc^ 
yet, will there not be an image among thcm^ 
And though they will not have an epl^od 
to inquire of God by Urim and Tbummim, 

* Thui fays Amos, Chap. iii. ver. a. " You • 
only have I known from among all the famiKci of the 
earth. " 

t The prephct htVG alfp. Ihcwi that, during this 
long captivity^ tfiey will be upbraided with being caft off, 
and rc-je<5led by God, their King ; who they will be told, 
hath made choice of th«? GentiUf ; at I have flicwn in V»l. 
J, p. 49. &c. ~ 

yet 
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yjet will there not be among them any te- 
raphlm, of whom to inquire * concerning 
future events, as did their anceftors. 

Thus were they to remain long in captivi* 
ty 9 without the means of worftiipping God, 
according to the rites of the temple fervice; 
yet, (hould they refrain from all manner of 
idolatry : how exactly all this hath been ful^ 
filled, need not be iniifled upon, as it is vi» 
fibl? to every eye. For although before the 
captivity, they were fo prone to idolatry : 
yet, have they not, during all the time of 
this long and dreadful captivity, wherein 
they have fuffered fuch calamities as no na*> 
tion ^ver fuiFercd, at any time ever fwerved 
from the worfliip of the One true God, the 
Lo»D Jehovah \i agreeable to what the 
Vol, III. O Pro. 

* Some areofopinioii; that the tcraphim vi^re imaget 
made in a human form; and worihipped as idoli . And ocber« 
thlqkf thqr were made ufe of, to foretell future events* Fof 
the manner of their formation, fee Aben Ezra, Rabbi Levi 
Ben Gerdiomi and Abarbanal, Gen. xxxi. 39. and Kimchi 
I Sam- xix, 13 • See alfo Pirkea R. Eliazar. chap, xxxv/, 
Maimonidea> R. Mofea Ben Nacbman, & R« Bechayea< 
• oa Gen. »xi« &Ct * 

f And what it dill inorc es^traordinary, tht greateft 

part 
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Prophet has here lo clearly foretold. Is it 
' then polfilrle, that any rational perfon, di- 
vefted of all partiallity, ferioufly reflefting 
on this, (hould ever dciiy the truth of Divine 
Revelation ? In my humble opinion, they, 
who after this, can deny the truth of Reve- 
lation, come within the defcription of the 
Prophet. •* Wo unto them who call evil 
good, and good evil." &c. Ifai. v. 20. &c. 
And, as the aforefaid promife hath been 
fo fully accomplifhed, it is z pledge and an 
earnejl of the accompli (hment of the great 
and glorious promife, which the prophet 
affures them of in ver. 5. " Afterward 
ihall the children of Ifrael return, and (ball 
feek the Lord their God, and David their 
king :" They will repent of all the evil that 
their fathers did, in turning afide from fol« 
lowing the Lord ; and in rejecting the 
houfe of David from reigning over them: 
for they will then feek the Lord their God, 

partof tbeir fu£feringSy have arifen from their firm adhe- 
rcDCtt to tiie true Unity of God, and their abhorrence of 
every fpecies of idolatry, fuch as bowing down &c« to ima- 
ges in popilh countries ; their rtjed^ing the dodrine of the 
trinity^ &c. &c. 

to 
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tp follow him only, and to adhere to his 
wor (hip ; and will alfo carneftly dcfire one of 
the family of David to reign over them. For 
the houfe of David may juftly be confidered, 
as an appendage to the houfe of God, and its 
true worfhip : and therefore, when Solomon 
was building, he built the houfe of the Lord, 
and the king's houfe, at one and the fame 
time. (Sec i King. vi. 37—38. & vii. i.) 
And at the de^rudion of the temple, it fays, 
( 2 King. XXV. 9. ) '* And he burnt the 
houfe of the Lord, and the king's houfe." 
And when the tribes rejedted the houfe of 
David, they at the fame time rejected the 
kingdom of heaven, and fcJl immediately in- 
to idolatry, (I King. xii. 28. &c.) And, 
as during the continuance of the fccond 
temple, there was no kingdom of the houfe 
of David 5 fo was there no vifiblc appear- 
ance of the divine prefence. And there, 
fore, the prophet informs us that in the lat- 
ter days, they will again feek the Lord their 
Qod, and alfo David their king*: by which 

O 2 means 

♦ That grear tart^inary, the learned Abarbanal ob« 
fcrw, that although whca they firft go tip from the cap- 

tirity^ 
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means, they will enjoy all manner of hap^ 
pinefs, both temporal and fpiritual. 

And, although in former times, when the 
Sbechinab^ or divine prcfcnce was viiible a- 
mong them ; they did not fear or dread its 
departure ; though God had often adrno-- 
niflied them by the mouth of his prophets*, 
^* I will depart, I will return unto vaj 
place-f-,*' &€• Yet, will they, not a£tfoat 
the time of their future redemption \ as the 
prophet affures us in the latter member of 
the verfe. ** And (hall fear the Lord, and 
his goodnefs, in the latter days/' They will 
then fear the Lord, and dread the lofs of hi$ 

tivlty, they will appoint themfelvet one head, (Chap. i. ii.| 
and who he fays* it the perfon called by the Rabbins^ Mef* 
fiS^h Ben Jofeph : but as he will be flain in battle ; IfradI 
will then feek David their king ; a rod from the ftem of 
Jefle, whoni God will make choice of, for to ttigjn orts . 
Chem. See Abarban. in Loc. 

And there cannot be the leafl doubt, but that this opinion 
of the Rabbins, concerning the death of this petfonage^ was 
what gave rife to the Chrifiian fyftem of a iafibing Meffiab; 
as the prophecies of the Old Teftanaeiiti do a^ incubt^ 
any fuch principle whatever. 
• Hofea. 5* 15* 
f To heaven where I di^tay my floxj% 
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goodnefs ; they therefore will z& in fuch x 
manner, as to fccure it to them for ever . 

Thus have I Ihewn the explanation of 
this very important prophecy j and which 
Contains eight fundamental truths. Firil, 
the redemption and falvation of the nation ; 
as mentioned, " Afterwards fliall the chil- 
dren of Ilraet return, £cc. and the childrca 
•f Jadah Ihall be gathered together," &c. 
This agrees with the third principle of the 
prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Second, that the ten tribes fliall return 
from captivity, and Oiall inherit their laud 
again : as mentioned chap. i. ver. t i . "AnJ 
the children of Judah, and the children of 
Ifrael fliall be gathered together. " And 
thap. ii. ver, 23. '* And I will have mer- 
cy on Lo RUHAMAH." Anti wliich ex- 
prefily denotes the kingdom of Ifracl. Thi» 
agrees with the /ourtA principle of the pro- 
|)hecies of Jiaiah. 

Third, the vengeance which God will 
take on the nations in war, in the great and 
terrible ioy of the LoRO; as mentioned: 
!• For great (fliall be) the day of Jezreel," 
t Thil 
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This agrees with the firjl principle of the 
prophecies of Ilaiah. 

Fourth, that the future redemptioa will 
cxaftly refemblc that of Egypt \ as men- 
tioned ver. 14, *' And I will lead her to the 
dfifert, — And there (he (hall fing as (in) 
the days of her youth, and as (in the dajr 
when (he came up out of the land of Egypt." 
And which agrees with x}ci^ fifth principle of 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Fifth, that the vifible fymbol of the di-i 
Yine prefence, will then he reftorcd to them; 
as is clear from the cxpreffions ver. 20-2j« 
*^ And I will betroth thee unto me in taith- 
fulnels,, &c*— -«And I will fay to (thenji 
who were) Not my people. Thou (art) 
My P5:ople, and they * fliall fay, (Thou 
art) My God." This agrees with the eigbtk 
principle of the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Si^^th, that they (hall not go into captivity 
any more ; as mentioned, ver. 18. ** And 
I will make a covenant for them in that day, 
&c. — And i will make them to lie dowa 
Ift fafety." &c. And which agrees with 

• Heb. He. 
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the eleventh prtncipk of the prophecies of 
Ifaiah. 

Seventh, that all the nations will then 
conform to the worfhip of the One true 
God; fo that idolatry will wholly ceafc from 
the earth; as mentioned ver ij. " For t 
will take the names of Baalim out of her 
mouth ; and they fliall no more be men- 
tioned by their name/' And which agrees 
with the twelfth principle of the prophecies 
of llaiah. 

Eighth, that at the time of their future 
redemption and refloration to their own land, 
a king of the houfe,and family of David, will 
reigri over them ; as mentioned, chap, iii* 
ver, 5. ** Afterward fhaii the children of 
Krael return, and (hall Icck the Lord their 
God, and Uavid their king/' And which 
agrees with the tenth principle of the prophe- 
cies of iiaiah. 

Now , it is well known from all hiftory, 
facred and protane, that not one of thofe 
great and important promifes,were ever ful^ 
filled at their return from Babylon ; for then, 
the ten tribes were not reftorcd : God did 
jiot take vengeance on their enemies in that 

dread- 
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dreadful war, that is to take place on th« 
great and terrible day of the Lord ; neither 
did that redemption exaBly refemhk that of 
Egypt. The fymbol of the divine prefence 
was not reftored to them : and it is cleat 
from their hiftory, that they were fo far from 
enjoying profound univerfal peace, and lying 
down in fafety, after their return from Ba* 
bylon, and during the continuance of thefe-. 
cond temple^ that they were aloioft conti- 
nually torn by factions among themfclves ^ 
and frequently harafTed by the Periians^ 
Greeks, and Romans ; till at laft, they were 
again carried captive by the latter. 

It is alfo well known, that all nations hav^ 
never yet conformed to the worship of tbi^ 
otne true God; neither hath idolatry wholly 
(ceafed from the earth i as is clear from th« 
great number of heathen nations funk evea 
at prefent, into the moft grofs and ftupid ido« 
latry ; and the worihip of faints and images 
in the Romish Church. Nay, according t^ 
the opinion of one body of Chriftians, (thif 
Unitarians) the other body^ (though by 
much the larger) are held to be rank idola« 
tors, for etnbracing the doctrine of the tri« 

oity* 
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mky, Whcnc€ it is manifeft that, this pr0w 
mifc hath not yet been acpomplilhed. Nei- 
ther hath any Icing of the name and family 
of David eyer reigned oyer thpm from the 
time pf ^eir being parried in^p captivity at 
the deftru(5^pn of the ijrft temple, till this 
very hour; a^nd which is a manifcft proof 
thit thefe great and glorious promifes* were 
not aci?oinpUfljed at their return from Baby- 
lon^ pr dwing the continuance of the fecoai 
temple. And it is equally demonftrablc from 
|he ads recorded of Jefus in the New Tef- 
tament, th^ they were upt fulfilled in. or by 
}^m : for he did not aecomplilh, nor caufc 
$he ^cep^pUflament o£ any one qt thofe greajt 
,»iid iisn-portant pr Pmifes : neither did he ev«j 
fcrgn over the vyhole nation durmg the (hort 
period of his mlujftry, as it is called : it there- 
iore is clear to demotvftration, (hat he could 
not be that king of the name and ftock of 
Pavid, .thajt the prophet aflijre§ us is to « 

• •. TWs is aHb the opinion of tije Archbifliop of Armagh, 
mhis.ndt» onHofca^ iii. 5.- — David] *«Sofi^e fiippofe 
Zsfubbahel to be meant; and hme^ tfce MeOaL But U 
fcems to mc that the prophecy remaiiis to be aqcomplifli. 

ed; and that, oja the future m urn of fiod'f people, a^ 

illuf- 
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rcigh over them : confequently he cannot 

be the Mcffiah promifed to the nation. And 

« 
It 

illuftrious king of his name and flock will reign over Ifracl, 
and tranfmit the kingdom to his defcendants for ever. Com- 
pare Jer. XXX, 9. Ezek. xxxiv, 23.24, xxxvii. 24-15."— 
And thu3 alfo the late Archbiihop Seeker, fccms to under, 
ftand it, in his Differtation on David promifed in the pro- 
phets, as I learn from what the former hath farther ob- 
ferved in the aforcfaid Notes ; his words arc as follow. "At 
my rcqucft Mr. Woidc furniftied the following cxtraa from 
Archbiihop Seeker's differtation on David promifed in the 
prophets; which is lodged among his grace's mauufcripts in 
Lambeth library. The Archbifliop's own words fays his 
grace of Armagh/ are in inverted commas. 

«« Paffages in which David is promifed. Jec; xxx. 9^ 
Ezek. xxxiv. 23. xxxvii. 22. 24. 25. Hof. iii. j. Doth 
it mean a particular perfon called David, or afucceffion of 
princes of the houfc of David ? That nations and tribes 
arc called by the name of the perfon from whom they de^ 
fccnded, is well known. Jacob or Ifrael,(Ifaac Amos vii.9.) 
Judah, Ephraim, &c. Rachel Jer, xxxi. 15. Particular 
families are called by a patronymic name derived from the 
head of the family: Gen. xxxiv. 7. Ifrael. JoQi. vi. 2j.» 
Rachab, Joih. vii. 35. Achan. z Reg. x. 1. Achab. Amos, 
vu. 6. Jeroboam. Jercm. xxix. 32. Schemaiah." 

Dirca inftances, where David fignifies David's family: 

I Chron. xxviii. 4- ^ ^«g' *^^- ^^^ ^ ^^'''''^* *• '^* 
«« Hof. iii. 5. i«> by atleaft 170 years, the firft of thefe paf- 
« lages, where Ifrael means the ten tribes: for it is dif- 
«« tingJiftied from Judah i. 6. 7. 1 1. and iv. 15. and it is 
*« foretold, that they ihall continue many days without a king, 
*• and prince, and a facrifice, and image, andEphodand 

*' Tera* 
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It would only be a wafte of time to no pur- 
pofc, to fhew that, thefe. promifes cannot by 
any means, be applied to the fpiritualizing 
fchcmc of the Chriftians. From all which 
it is manifeft, that thefe glorious promifes 
remain to be fulfilled at the coming of the 
true Meffiah. 

<' TeraphiiQ^ which laft is thought by (bme to mean idols ; 
** by others Urim and Thummim : and if it means the lat- 
*• tcr, the Ifraelites who returned under Cyrus, probably 
*' forfook idols in their captivity ; and we know not that any 
*^ Ifraelites are idolaters now* After this they fliall feek 
*' the Lord their God [they may have been negligent in rc- 
<* ligion, though not idolators] and David their king, i. e* 
*^ that family to rule them» of whom they faid, we have no 
*^ part in David, fee to thine own houfe, David, i King. 
** xi:« 1 6. which agrees with Hof. i. 1 1. that Judah and If* 
*« rael ihall appoint themfelves one head. So that this text« 
<* which is the leading one upon this fubje6fc, fuits well with 
«« David, being underftood of the family of David, Jerem. 
«* XXX* 9. £zek« xxxiv» 23.24. xxxvii 24. 25.*' 

Thus,- it is clear, that both thefe learned prelates under- 
ilaAd David to mean the family of David, and that at the 
future reftoration of the nation, 2^niUuftrious king of the 
liame and family of David will reign over them, and tranfmit 
the kingdom to hi^ defcendants for ever; as 1 have fhewa 
in thisi and other prophecies ; and which is a demonftrable 
proo& that Jefus could not by any means be the Mefliah, 
the kingib promifed : for he never reigned over the whole 
nation in the chacader of a great and illuftrious king, nor 
^d he leave the kingdom to his pofterity* 

P 2 A« 
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As to the ichetne of thofe Chriftians, wkct' 
pretend that^thefe great and glorious promi- 
fes are to be fulfilled at the fecond coming 
of Jefus ; I have only to obferve that» I have 
already clearly fliewii its fallacy. Vol. L p. 
I3I. and to which i I refer the reader* 



DISSERTATION VIU 



fihe Prophecy ofJoeL 



^X^ H E fcvcnth who prophefied concern- 
ing the future redemption, felicity^ 
and falvation of the nation, wa^, Joel the 
fon of Pethuel, in the laft prophecy of his 
book; Commencing chapter iii. verfe* ift* 
and continued to the end of the Book. 

In this prophecy, the Prophet has aflured 
us of eleven great events that are to take* 

• This is according to the divifion in all the c or r ef l 
Hebrew Copies ; and which Buxtorf has aifo followed in 
his Concordantiae Bibloram Hebraicse, 

place 
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place in the latter days, at the time of th^ 
future redemption of the nation. 

Firft, that although during the exiftencc 
of tJie fecond temple, the fpint of jH'ophecy 
did not reft ^ on any one > and more efpeci- 
ally during this long and dreadful captivity, 
they have found no vifion from the Lokb ; 
3?ct, hereafter, in the latter days, the fpiritof 
prophecy will be reftored to Ifrael | even i» 
a more ample and perfect naanaer than what 
it was .aforetime: as the prophet fays,Chap^ 
iii. ver* I ft. « And it /ball come to pafs 
ifterwardf^ (that) I will pour Out my fpiiit 
upon ail flefh; a(id your fons and your daugh- 
ters rtiall propheiy, your old men liall dream 
dreams j your young men Ihall lee vifions/' 
$y this, the prophet £hews us, that at the 
time of the redemption and falvation of the 

♦ For as to Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, they 
^nly prophefiied: white the temple was buildingj (as wflJ bei 
k^tuced in the prophecy of Haggai) but after that it was &^ 
niihed, the fpirit of p'-ophecy wholly ceafed in Ifrael. 
" f Properly in the lafi or latter days : at the tinne of ih^ 
faK'ation of the nation, for the word^,]3"^*^nfj are very in- 
definite ; and therefore admit of this rendering, as the Arch- 
bifliop of Armagh juftly obferves in his Notes on thi« 
place* 

nation 



L 
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nation^ God will pour his fpirit on the whole 
nation : and thus fays the prophet Ifaiab^ 
"All flefli (hall come to worfhip before me." 
(Ifai. Ixvi. 23.) But I apprehend, it may be 
alfo underftood in a more enlarged (enfe ^ 
and that the prophet meant all mankind in 
general : fo that it properly denotes, that at 
the time of the falvation of the nation, God 
will pour the fpirit of wifdom and under- 
flanding on all fle£b ; both Jews and gen- 
tiles $ fo that the Gentiles may alfo be able 
to underftand the true Unity of God, and be 
defirous of being inflrufted in his law : a-* 
greeable to what the prophet fays, ** And 
many people* fhall go, and fhall fay ; Como 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, &c. And he will teach us of his 
ways 5 and we will walk in his paths, for 
from Zion fhall go forth the law/' &c. (Ifai* 
ii. 9.) Thus, it appears to me, that the pro- 
phet here fpoke of ail mankind in general : 
but to the children of Ifrael in particular^ 
he faid, " And your fons and your daugh-» 
tcrs fliall prophefy/' That is, that the (pi^ 

• Peoples t 

rif 



. ON THE PROPHECIES. tti 

rit of divine prophecy (hall reft oh thofe that 
fhall be fo difpofed -, but which will not be 
tlie cafe of the other nations. And, becaufe 
the fpirit of prophecy, is of two forts ; viz. 
Dream of prophecy, and vj/ion of prophecy: 
he therefore faid, that the old men ihould 
enjoy the prophetic dream; and the young 
men, the prophetic vifion 2 not that all of 
them fliould thus prophcfy, but only thofe 
that {hall be fo difpofed ; and therefore he 
faid limply, ^* your old nien, your young 



men." 



He farther affures us, that then, cyea the 
men fervants, and maid lervants, i. c. the 
male and female flaves, who generally arp 
in a very miferable flate, will alfo have the 
fpirit of knowledge poured out upon them 5 
ver* 29th. ** And alfo upon the men-fer- 
vants,and upon the hand maids, in thofe days 
will I pour out my fpirit/' Not that they 
will be endued with the fpirit of prophecy, 
but will only have the fame fpirit of know^ 
ledge and underflanding, as the reft of man^ 
kind: for then, *' theea<:th fhall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord^ as the waters 
cover the fea/'(Ifai. xi, 9.) All mankind will 

have 
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have thik £pirk beftowed on them ; all will 
then be ^ual. 

jSccond^ the wo^er6 aod miracles whicb 
the Almiglit^ will thea fhew U6^ both m hea« 
Ten diwiefirih; ver. 3©. '^ And I will ilaew 
wottdcis in the l>^veii$,» aftd ia the«atth 4 
blood,aiid firt, andpiiJjars ofimokp." Far ulr 
though duriog this long and dreadful captivi- 
ty^Qod liath lad his iace £rom w., and tbeire^ 
fore we wexr not worthy of having i^ch fto* 
pendous mfracle.$ pdrfornied for ciS;^ as afore>i» 
tin^e^ and during the exiftence of the j&rft 
temple ^ as the Pfalmift pathetically cxprcfll 
jps himfelf^ in bewaiUag the fad calaniity of 
$hjs captivity, as he.forcfaw by the ipirit of 
prophecy, ^* We fee pot .pur $gns/' &c^ 
(Pfalin. Ixxiv. p.) That is^ we fee no toljcn 
of the divine prcfence with us, Sfc Thm 
we fee the Pfalmifl: bewail the la£s of the 
three fpecies of gifts of divinic pT0vidcm:e : 
viz. figtts apd wonders ; fpiriit of prophecy j 
and heavenly knowledge. The prophet 
therefore, now affures thcnit that at the tione 
of their redemption, ihclc hleffing^ will be 
reftorcd to them as in their priil?ine ftate^ 
For as to the divine knowledge which ithey 

had 
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had enjoyed, he fays, "I will pour out my fpi- 
rit upon all flcfh : — And alfo upon the men- 
fcrvants, and upon the handmaids, in. thofc- 
days will I pour out my fpirit/* And as to 
the fpirit of prophecy, he fays, *' And your 
fons and your daughters ih^ll prophefy,*' 
&c. And in regard of the miracles, he laid, 

•' And I will (hew wonders in the heavens 

» ■ 

and in the earth/' &c. He alfo informs u^ 

that in thofe wonders, will be included 

blood, and fire, and pillars of fmofce : that 

is, the blood of the mighty flaughter that 

will take place among the nations ; as 1^ 

have already fhewn in Vol. 11. p. 306^ &c.^ 

And the fire, and pillara of fmoke, wilj dp- 

fcend from the Lord from heaven ; as the 

prophet faid of Gog and Magog/^Ajid I will 

rain fire and brimftonc upon him, and upoa 

his bands,*' &c. (See Vol. II. p. 3i8*) B^ 

alfo farther obferves, ver* 31ft, «* Thefua 

ihall be turned into^darknefs, and the moon 

into blood, before the great and terrible day 

of the Lord come/' And which Aben- 

Ezra obferves, denotes the eclipfes of the fun 

and moon ; and that thefe will be the figns 

land wonders of that dreadful wan And 

Vol* IIL CL Mai^ 
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Malmonides explains it, as denoting th^ 
vengeance that fhall be taken of the nations: 
but accordhig to his explanation^ the pro- 
phet (hould have faid, when the great and 
terrible day of the Lord (hall come; and 
not before it come. But I am clearly of 
opinion, that the cxpreliion is not to be un^ 
dcrftood in a literal, but a figurative fenfc ; 
for as this v^'ar will be between the Maho- 
metans and the Chriftians : and, as the lat» 
tcr reckon by the folar year, and the former 
by the lunar year i the prophet therefore, to 
fbcw the greatncfs of the flaughter that will 
then be among them, makes ufe of this fi* 
gurej *'the fun fhall be turned into darknefs^ 
And the moon into blood/' 

1 bird, that although during the period of 
this dreadful war between thofe diflFerent na- 
tions, when the, Almighty will thus take 
vengeance on them, it will be a time of trou- 
ble and uiftrefs to Jacob, yet, v?ill he be f^- 
ved tuererrom ; as the prophet fays, ver. 32* 
«* But It Ihail come to pafs, that whofocver 
(hall call on the name of the Lord (hall be 
delivered :" And this deliverance, the pro* 
piiet informs us^ will not be for all thofc who 

(hall 
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fljall call on the nanic of the Lord, but for 
fuch of them only as ihall then be in the ho- 
ly land. ** For m mount Sion and in Je- 
rufalem fhall be d<:.liverapce as the Loito 
hath faid :" And not for aii the chiiuicp 
of Ifracl, that fhall be found there, *' But 
among the remnant whgm the Lqku ihull 
call/' That is^ thole who called on the Lord 
in truth, and rectitude ; and with a pcrfeit 
heart : thpfe he \yiii c^ll'as l:iis true and 
faithful lervants. 

And the prophet Ifaiah hath informed 
us that, this trouble and diftrefs will conti- 
nue but a little while j as he fays ; (chap^ 
xxvi* 2Q.) " Hidethyielf fora little while, 
fpr a moment, unpl the indignation fliaU 
have paffed ;iway/' And dpring which time, 
many of the wicked Ifraelites will be def- 
troyed ; but ^hofe that fear the X^o&p, wiH 
be delivered ; as he hath faid in another 
place^ (Chap. iv. 3.) " And it fliall come 
tp pafs, whofoever is left in Sion, and rcfp 
maineth in Jerufalem, holy (hall he be calU 
c4i (even) every one (that is) written 9. 
mong the livuig in Jerufalem/' And which 
pcrfeiSly coincides with what Daniel faid^ 

9 ^ whpij 
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when fpeaking of the dreadful war that is to 
take place in the latter days ; (chap, xii, i .) 
*' And at that time thy people fhall be de- 
livered, every cine that (fhall be) found writ- 
ten in the book." Thus, may wc plainly 
perceive, how thole different prophecies all 
tend to one j)oint ; namely, the prefervation 
of the righteous part of the nation in the lat- 
ter days, when God fhall take fuch power- 
ful vengeance on all thofe nations, that have 
fo cruelly oppreffed and perfecuted them du- 
ring this long and dreadful captivity. 

Fourth, that at the time of the fcdttered 
of Ifrael being gathered together, before the 
perfedt completion of their falvation; the day 
of judgement will take place ; when the 
Lord fhall flandupto plead, and to judge 
the people*; as in chap. iii. ver. ifl. &c. 
«' For behold, in thofe days, and at that 
time, when I fhall bring again the captivity 
of Judahandof Jerufalem, I willalfo affem- 
blc all the nations, and will bring them down 
into the valley of Jehofhaphat ; and there I 
will execute^ judgement upon them for thy 

• < 

• Heb. Peopkt. 

f Or. contend in judgement with them* 

pco- 
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people; and (for) mine heritage Ifrael, whom 
they fcattercd among the nations, and (then) 
divided my land :*^ For in the latter days, 
God will ftir up the nations, to go up to the 
holy land to war ; and as he will there in- 
flidt exemplary vengeance on them, as a juft 
retribution for the manifold injuries they 
have done to Ifrael ; the prophet calls that 
tinie, the day of judgement; and concerning 
which, he fays, that at the time when God 
fhall bring back the captivity of Judah and 
of ' Jeriifalem ♦ ; then, at 'that very time, 
faith the Lord, I will gather all the nations; 
i.'e. God will fo difpofe their hearts, as to 
induce them to come up to* the mountains 
of Ifrael with Gog and Magog ; and then, 
he will bring them down to the valley of 
Jehofliaphat, where the flaughter will take 
place. And the reafon of its being called th? 
valley of Jehoihaphat,fome think, was, be- 

• The prophet mentioned Judah and Jerufalcfti only ; 
although the whole nation of Ifrael is then to he reilor^d; 
becaufe> the MelHah the fon ot DaVid» will be of the tribe 
of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jcrufalem ; and which i» 
the metropolis ' of the kingdom.—— He a Ifo made mention 
4>f Jcrufalem, becaufeit is thercy principally, that the war will 
be between the nations^ 

<:aufe 
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caufc Jehofliaphat perhaps bad performed 
fome particular ^(ft there ; or more proper- 
ly, on account of the agreement in* Hebrew 
of Dfla^in^ with "n 'CQtifr2 as the prophet fays, 
DSy^iTJSB^Jl And I will contend in judge- 
ment with them* And the paraphraft Jo- 
nathan explains it thus: NJn Jl*7fl ma^>D^ 
To the valley of the dijmbntion ofjufiice : be-^ 
caufe the Almighty will there execute jufticc 
on all the nationSji who fp cruelly abufed If^ 
rael, and fcattered them among the nations, 
in this long and drvadljl captivity ^ and 
(then) divided tlieir land ; (which God em- 
phatically calls his land) by whicbt the pro* 
phet alludes to the Mahometans, anS the 
other nations, who at different times^ have 
had poffeffion of the holy land, apd fo cru** 
clly opprefled the nation j and confidered 
them, but as mere traffick j as in verfe 3d* 
** Yea, they caft lots ior rny people : and 
gave a boy for an hailot, and fold a damfel 
for wine to drink. " They difpofcd of 
them for the moft infamous purpofes ; for 
they prefented the captive Jewifti boys to 

* Called in Hcb» DK^H ^'^nB'^*'"***^^*^'*»«»****^^* 
^, Sec Lingua Sacra, Vol. I. pre j. p. iij, &c. 

their 
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tlielr whores, to wait on tiicm, as the price 
of their lewdnefs j and gave the girls to be 
debauched by the fellers of wine. Thus 
were the boys given as a reward for the gra- 
tification of their lufts, and the girls as the 
price of their intemperance. 

The prophet then in the pcrfon of the 
Supreme, proceeds to fpcak of the behaviour 
of Tyre, and ^^idon, &c. towards the na- 
tion ; ver. 4. *' And what have ye alfo to 
do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the 
coafts of Paleftine? Do ye requite me (with) 
retaliaitioli ?" What have I done to you, O 
ye bordering nations, that ye have joined 
thofe who came to afflid: my people ? Arc 
ye thus returning upon me and my people a 
recompcnce for injuries you imagine to have 
received from us ? Or although you have 
not received any injury from us, do ye un- 
provoked treat me and them thus injuri- 
oufly ? (in either cafe) foon (and) fwiftly 
Will I return your recompence, and caufe the 
injury you do them, to foil upon your own 
head i as in the latter member of the verfe : 
*'Now if you 1 tnus) requite me*, foon (^and) 

• Or, if ye retaliate npon me. 

fwift- 
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fwiftly will I bring again your retaliation oa 
your own head." 

The prophet then proceeds to enumerate 
the evils they did to the nation j firft, by ta- 
king their gold and their filver &c, and 
which, God calls his gold and filver ; becaufe 
he gave it to Ifrael : fecondly, their felling 
the children of Judah and Jerufalem to the 
Grecians, in order to remove then> far from 
their country j ver. 5, 6. " Becaufe yc have 
taken my filver and my gold, and have 
brought into your palaces my defirablc (and) 
goodly things. The children alfo of Ju- 
dah, and the children of Jerufalem, ye have 
fold to the fons of the Grecians, that ye 
might remove them far from their border.'* 
But, notwithftanding all the attempts of 
their enemies, God affures us by the mouth 
of the Prophet, that they fhall be reftoied to 
their own land, and their enemies be fcrerc- 
ly puniftied for what they have done to them; 
for by a juft retaliation, they themfelvcs 
Ihall fall under an irredeemable flayery : ver. 
78. ** Behold, I will riaife them but of 
the place whither ye have fold them ; and I 
will bring again your retaliation on your own 

head; 
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head : And I will fell your fons and your 
daughters into the hands of the fons of Ju- 
dah' i and they fliall fell them to the Sabeans, 
to a nation afar oiF: for the Lord hath fpo- 
ken(it.") 

Fifth, the manner in which God will ex- 
ecute judgement on the nations ^ and which 
will be, by flirring up the hearts of the kings 
of the different nations, to war with each 
other } £o that he will be avenged of them 
all : vcr. 9. &c. ** Proclaim ye this among 
the nations ; declare * ye war, raife up the 
mighty ones ; let all the warlike men draw 
near, (let them) come up: Beat your plough- 
Ihares into fwords, and your pruning hooks 
into fpears : let the weak fay, I (am) iftrong.'* 
He here bide diem make the moft formida- 
ble preparations for war, by turning all their 
iron inftruments which they ufed for the 
moft peaceable purpoles, into inftruments 
of war } for this war will be very great and 
terrible ; and therefore, «* let the weak fay, 
I (am) ftrong." Let none excufe themfelvcs 
from this war. Let eyen the weak, and un- • 

• Heb. Sanftify. 

Vol,. III. R warlike 
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warlike arm themfclvcs on this occafion : 
let them all rife in a mafs ; let them aH be 
affcmbled togetheri and come to this war 5 
yet fliall they not profper ; for the mighty 
men (hall be brought low : ver. 11. "Col- 
ItGt yourfelves and come, all yc nationi 
round about ; and aflemble yourfelves to* 
gethcr I (and) there * the Lord fliail brin^ 
down your mighty-f ones/' 

• That is Judci« or JndTakiti t foi* m the learned 
Abarbanal obfcrvei, this great and dreadful war, which it 
to take place near the time of the j-edcirptlon of the natioa^ 
and irbich is the fame as that mentioned by Ifiuahj and 
Bsekicl : (Sec Vol. 1. p. aia. &€• «t Vol- lLp.i66,&c») 
will lead to a war in the holy land between the Chriftiartt^ 
itfahoroetans, &c. &c. in which they Will all be exemplary 
puniihed by a moft dreadful ilaughter> lor What they have 
done to the nation ; for as the h©ly land was the fplit where 
they firfk began to affii^t the nation, they therefore will there 
all meet with their due reward ; as 1 have (hewn in the 
third prophecy of Bzek. VoU II. p. 306. &c. 

f And feme explain it, Tinther cmtifi ify vughy mat 
U torn dawn 9 O Urd. Meaning that Ood would fuffcr hii 
angels to come down to fight for his people ; as mentioned 
Tudg* V. 20. •* They fought from heaven* the ftars in their 
conrfes fought againft Stfera. »• Taking JtlSl in the ft. 
qond perfon of the impemtive mood in UfUli and whici 
alfoihews the dcftru£tlon of the enemies armies. See Kim* 
chi in Loc. But the Chaldec Parapbraft Jona. agrees with 
the Tranilation that I ha^ given in (he texi» and to dioet 
Jardut&alfo Abarbanal. 

Sixth) 
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Sixth, that there is a certain and deter- 
minate period for the punifliment of the 
nations, and the redemption of Ifracl; agree* 
able to what Mofes faid> (Deutt xxxii^ 34.) 
Is niot THIS Uid up in ftore with n^e, (and) 
fealed up among my tr^afures ? — At the 
time that their foot (hall flide, &c. As I 
h^ve ihcwn in VolJ, p, 46 , &c, and 58. &c. 
And as the prophet fays, vpr. 12-13. ^' ^^^ 
thp nations ?irife and coin? up to the valley 
of Jeholhaphat j for there wiJl I fit to judgo 
all the nations round about." There will 
J punish them, and execute the judgement 
upon them whiph they have dcfcrvqd, for 
tj)e enormous crimes that they have com^ 
mittedj and therefore, '^Putye in the fickle^ 
for Ihe harvefl is ripe : come, get ye down, 
, far thp wine prefs is full, the vats overflow:'* 
The.prpphet thus compares the nations, to 
ripened fri>its» and the time of harveft, and 
thfe vintage, when men cut down their corn, 
^ad gaither their grapes : '^ the harveft it 
ripe i" They are ripe for deftrudipn, as th« 
ripened Qorn is for reaping j and the grapes 
for gathering ; and therefore, ye muft come 
to tread the wine prefs, *^ for the vats over* 
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flow :" that is, as the prophet explains it 

immediately after, ** for their wickednefs 

is great," Their wickednefs is rilcn to its 

greateil height ; it is come to its full mea«» 

fure. And fomc are of opinion, that the 

words arc ufed as defcriptive of the great 

flaughter of the enemies of the Jews, and the 

great quantity of blood that fhaJl then be 

fhed ; and in which fenfc the Cbaldee para- 

phraft Jonathan explains it. " Draw out the 

fwordagainft them : the time of their end is. come:' 

hafien^ and tread upon their Jlaughtered mighty 

men J as men ♦ tread upon what is in the wine 

prefs : Jbed their blood becaufe their wickednejs 

is multiplied.'^ And in this fenfe Kimchi alio 

underflands it ; for he fays^ it is aJSmiie to 

denote the great effulion of blood ; and that 

the time of their death by the fword was 

come ; for great is the evil which they have 

done to Ifrael, they and their fathers. - 

The Prophet having thus predidled the 
flaughter of the enemies of God's people, 
fuddenly, and abruptly, breaks forth with 
prophetic warmth and rapture, ver. 14. 

* Cha, As the tceader; or treading. 
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** Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
excifion : for the day of the Lor.© (is) near 
in the valley of excifion/* See, fays he, 
^?vhat mighty numbers are brought together 
for their deftrudion . 

The prophet in figurative language, then 
/hews that, great revolutions will happen in 
thofe punilhed nations; even the defi:rudtion 
of their kings and fubordinate princes ; €nd 
the total ruin of their polity*: as in thelat- 
ter member of the verfe. " The fun and the 
moon (hall be darkened, and the flars (hall 
withdraw their ihining." 
• The prophet then fiiews, that God would 
foon fpread terror among thofe nations, by 
his roaring from Zion and Jerufalcm, like 
as the ravenous beads when they roar lor 
their prey : and when he fhall thus difplay 
his power in executing judgement upon 
them J he will be the refuge and ftrength 
of his people, for their prefcrvation, ver. i6# 
<^ The Lord alfo will roar from Ziori, and 
from Jerufalem will he utter his voice ; and 
the heavens and the earth fhall {hake: \>\it 

the 
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the Lord will bearefiige to his people^ and 
a ftrong hold to the fons of Ifrad/* 

Seventh, that at the time of the falvatioa 
atui redemption of the nation; the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lords 
the divine prefence will be re^ored; and 
diTine fan£tity» will again return to them at 
afbrettme^ but iu a hv greater degree than 
of old ; ver. i6. ^' And ye (hall know that 
I (am) the Lord your Goti, dwelling in Zi* 
on mine * holy mountain/' This^ plearljr 
points out the perfection of wifdomt an(i 
knowledge of the Loro^ which they w^li 
then enjoy ; and the reftoration of tl|e di^ 
vine prefence to Jerufalem. And ia the latter 
member of the verfe> he informs us« that 
Jerulalem fliall be holy ; and iball no morq 
be polluted by ftrangers, *^ And Jerufako^ 
(ball be holy ; and Grangers (hall no more 
pafs through her." This expreflion of th<> 
prophet, plearly /hews thatj the divine fane* 
iity of Jerufalem, will be far fuperior to what 
it ever was before : for, as aforetime, th<i 
houfe of God was holy, and oone were per* 

mitted 
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initted to enter therein ♦, but the prfcfts ; 
and efpecially into the holy of holies, no one 
but the high prieft on thcdayofatoncmentj 
lb the prophet obferres at the future redemp-^ 
tion, the whole city of Jerulalem will be ho- 
ly : for the uhcircumcifed (hall no mom en- 
ter therein to pollute it-f-: agreeable to what 
the prophet Ifaiah faJd, (Chap. lii. i.) 
*'C!othethyfelf wit4i thy glorious garments^ 
O Jerufaletn, thou faoJy city 1 For tio more 
ftkll enter into thee, the uncircumcifed and 
the polluted/* And Which plainly ihews, 
that none of the nations (hail evermbre have 
power over, or be abk to opprefs the nation, 
or ihaH ever enter the holy land in an hoC- 
tiletnander p. and is an evident probf, that, 

* TbaEt U, in the temple ; properly Co called. 

f See Kimcbi and Abarbanai in LoC. 

^ In this fenfe fome Jewilb cofumentatDrs tinderftaad 
il : at doei alio Qftiut. And Dr« Newcome Archbifhop of 
Armagh, renders ^y n9 hngit^ ioAead of «• mon^ : thut 
t-eading *' And ftrangers ifaall no longer paf^ through 
her.*^ And the reafon of his thus rendering it, I perceive 
by his AoteSy to be| becatife he wiihes to expound this 
prophecy, as relating to their return from Babylorr: though 
in his note on this verfe he fays* ** If we render^ no m^fif 
we muil fuppofe a reference to Jerafalem on its eflabliih- 
«ient.'* That is, on its future eilabliflimeoi at the time 
•f the true Meffiah* 

after 
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after the future reftoration, they are neveF 
Co go into captivity more. | 

Eighth^ that at the time of the future re* 
demption» the land of Ifrael will in a pecu^ 
liar manner, be bleifed with plenty : for al- 
though during this long and dreadful capti- 
vity, the land labours under a curfe, and 
barreuefs ; as is well known : and as Moics 
fMil *, •• For your land (hall not yield her 
iLicreafe, neither fhall the trees of the land 
yield their fruits/' Yet, at the future re- 
iloration, the mountains of IfraeU fl^all (hoot 
fi^rth tiieir branches, and ihall bear their 
truit. in the mod luxurient manner : and 
which, the prophet expreiles in a mof): beau- 
trial metaphor, highly poetical : vcr* i8. 
^* And it Ihall come to pafs, in that day^ 
(that) the mountains (hall drop down new 
wine, and the hills (hall flow (with) milk ; 
and all the channels of Judah (hall flow *f- 

• Levit. xxvi. zo. 

f That is, according to the metaphor m the Heb, 
The channels (hall go^ or run down waters ; for the waters 
iluil flow down the channels. Such figures are frequent 
in the beft writers* 

• (with) 
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(with) water/' Thus Will they experience 
the moft abundant plenty. 

Ninth, that at the future reftoration, the 
nation fhall be bleifed with a great plenty 
of water, for the increale of the fruits of thjB 
catth : &€• as in the latter jcnember of the 
ver. *' And a fountain fhall come forth 
from the houfeof the Lord, and fhall water 
the valley of Shittim." The reafon of this 
miracle, fomc commentators ob/crve, is, be^ 
caule that aforetime, Jerufalem was greatly 
.deficient in water ; £0 that when it hap- 
pened to be befieged, the people were muck 
in want of water; as may clearly be perw 
reived from the .words of Rab-Aakch *; 
and as mentioned in Ilai. vii. 3. xxii. 9. 11. 
& xxxvi. 2. that they were obliged to make 
ufeofthe waters of aquedudls and conduits : 
therefore, that Jerufalem may be perfedt in 
every bleffing, and in want of nothing • there 
will fuddenly and miraculoufly appear foun^ 
tains of water, and which will come forth 
from the houfe of the Lord, and water the 
valley f of Shittim. And this promife is 
Vol. IU. s con- 

• z King, xvili. 37, f Rabbi Saadias- underflands bm 

not 
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contained in the prophecies of £zek^. An<l 
Zechariah hath alfo propiiefied of it ^f*: a» 
will be {hewn in the courfe of this work« 
This is^ according to thofe who explain it ac-* 
cording to the literal fcnfe 5 as Jarchii Rab^ 
bi Saadias^ &c« But the learned Abarbanal 
(and with whom I perfedlly agree) is of 
opinion that^ it is to be Underfiood in a figu-^ 
rative fenfe, referring to what the prophet 
Ifaiah prophecied. Chap. ii. ver, a. *« And 
it (hall come to pafs in the latter days : the 
mountain of thehoufe pf the Lord (hall be 
eftablilhed on the top of the mountains i and 
it {\i^\i be exalted above the hills : and all 
nations (ball flow unto it. And many peo- 
ple % (hall go, and (hall fay : Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord i 
to the houfe of the God of Jacob : and he 
will teach us of his ways j and we will walk 
in his paths : for from Zion (hall go forth. 

« 

not to figntfy a valley, but a river : (undoubtedly the 
word fignifiea a river, or a <valiiy ; fee Lingua Sacra Radix 
Upj^.) and obferves that fflflUrn im <lenote8 the rwtr rf 
Shktim : and which he fays, is the river Jordan ; and which 
was fo called, becaufe it was near the place called Shittim* 
Sec Joih. iii, 1- * Ezek. xlvii. 8, 

+ Zccb. xlv. 8. \ Heb. Pcoplci. ^ 

' the 
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the law ; and the word of the Lord from 
Jcfufalem." And which is conformable td 
what the faid prophet fays. Chap. Iv* i, 
^* Ho ! every one that thirfteth, come ye to 
the waters i" For according to the figlirative 
language of prophecy, the word of God^ is 
compared to water ; as I have (htwn at large 
in the explanation of the latter cited pro- 
phecy ; See VoL IL p. 1 3. &c. And, as 
the heavenly influence, and the knowledge 
of the true faith, will go forth from Jeru* 
raiem; and the houfeof the Lord, to all the 
world : the prophet therefore, in figurative 
language fays, ♦♦ And a fountain fliall come 
(diith from the houfe of the Lord, arid fhall 
water the valley of Shittim.*' And thus zU 
lb fay^ the prophet Zech, when defcribing* 
the dfRidon of divine knowledge from Jc^ 
rufalem, at the reftorarion of the nation, 
^« And it (hall come to pafs, in that day, 
living waters fliail go out from Jerufalcm • 
lialf of them toward theeaftern fea, and half 
of them toward the weftem fea." This is 
a moft bcamiful metaphor ; vi^. that from 

• Zech. xW, 8, 

^ 2 Jeru, 
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Jerufalcm, which was a dry tra€l of lau J^ 
deficient in water, living waters (hould fud- 
dtxily come forth, and flow into thofc great 
feas ; and which was to fliew that, from 
Jerufulem, ^dejUatCy tributary country, the 
law, and knowledge of truth ihall go forth 
to all the world. 

And in nearly this fenfc, the A^^hbifliop 
of Aunagh, undeiftands it^ only referring it 
in part, to Chrift. His words are, *'In this v. 
either the times of theMeffiah are defcribcd; 
or we have a defcriptiou of Jerufalem after 
its final relloration, when a golden age /hall 
commence among its iuhabitants, and when 
the knowledge of God and of his Chrift fliaii 
a fecond time be widely difFufcd from it. $ee 
Ezek. Ixvii. 8. Zech. xiv. 8." But the fe- 
cond appearance of Jefus, and which \% 
founded on the fcheme of the Millenium, I 
have already fliewn. Vol. I. p. 131. & feq. 
to be a mere chimera, an ignis fatuus ; and 
for which, there is not the leaft foundation 
in the prophecies of the old Teftament. 

Tenth, that exclufive of the general de- 
{Irui^on, and defolation, that will take place 

among 
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among all the nations, there will be a par- 
ticular and decided punifliment for Egypt, 
and Edom : ver. ip. ** Egypt fhall be a 
defolation *, and Edom (hall be a defolatc + 
wildernefs : for (their) violence (againft) 
the children of Judah ; becaufe they flied 
innocent blood in their land-/' Kimchi ex- 
plains Egypt, ** to denote the IQimaelites, 
or Mahometans; and Edom, the Romans: and" 
that thefe two nations have thus long bore 
rule i and will bear rule till the future re- 
floration : and which is the fourth bead in 
the vifions of Daniel. And the reaibn that 
the lihmaelites are mentioned by the name 
of Egypt is, becaufe the wife of Iflimacl was 
an Egyptian i as is faid \^ ** And his mo- 
ther took him a wife out of the land of E- 
gypt." And his mother was alfo an Egyp- 
tian. See Gen. xvi, i. And Edom denotes 
the Roman Empire : and thus are they alfo 
denominated by Ifaiah, Chap, xxxiv. which 
fpeaks of the defolation of the Roman Em- 
pire ; as we have there explained it §; and 

• Heb. For a defolation. 
f Jieh« A wildernefs of defolation* t Gen* xxi. 21. 

§ See Kimchi on that chap, of If^i. See alfo my cx« 

plan^,tion of that prophecy, Vol. L p* 111. &c« ^]^^ 
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the reafon of which is, bccaufc the majoiity 
of the Romans, were originally Edon>ites ^ 
although feveral other nations have been ifti- 
termixed among them ; as there hath been 
among the Iflimaelites alfo : and both thcfe 
nations, have cruelly oppreflecl the cfciMrcn 
of Judah and Benjamin, who have been {& 
long in captivity among them ; and whofe 
blood they have fpilt a« water : cfpecially 
Edom, or the Romans, who under Titers, 
deffiroyed the fecond temple, (hed the blood 
of the nation ; andf carried them into this* 
long and dreadful captivity : and it is of this 
prefent captivity that the prophet fpeaks" | 
atid therefore, he only mentions* Judah ;. be- 
caufe Ifrael, which properly denotes the tcrv 
tribes, who were earned' cap tire by the king 
of Aflyria, and have not returned to this day, 
were not under the power of thefe two na- 
tions.'* This is the fum of what Kimchi* 
fays on the fubjed. But Abarbanal faysr, 
*^ the prophet meant Egypt literally : for 
he is of opinion that, the war which is ten 
take place in the latter days, between the 



• See in Loc* 
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different nations in the holy land, as men-- 
tioncd, in the feventh prophecy of £zck» 
Vol. II. p. 2o6r &c. will properly conr* 
inencc in Egypt ; for in the attempt to con- 
quer the holy land, &c. they will fubduc 
^gyp^» *i^ make a great llaughter there : they 
will then take poffeflion of palcftine, and 
Jcrufalem ; whjch at this time, may be con- 
fidered as appertaining to the kingdom of E- 
gypt ; all being under the dominion of the 
Turk*. This proceeding, will roufe the 
nations of the eaft and the north, to come 
and niake war againf): thofe, who had thus 
conquered Egypt, &c« and to wreft theho-» 
ly land from them : and then, the ruin of ail 
thefe nations will be great : and for this' 
reafon, the prophet faid, '• Egypt (hall be 
a defolation, and Edom fhall be a defolatc 
wildemefs :'* and all this will be> *^ for 
(their) violence (againft) the children of Jum 
dah ; bccaufe they ihed innocent blood iri 
their land :*' that is, Edom for deftroying 
the fecond temple, carrying the nation into 
captivity, and cruelly perfecuting them, and 
-Ihedding their innocent blood : and Egypt 

for 
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for joining the Edomitcs, or Romans, in the 
iiege, and deftrudlion of Jerufalcm : the E- 
gyptians being then upder their dominion. 
And as a proof that the prophet was fpeak - 
ing of the prefent captivity, he only men- 
tioned the violence againft Judah; but did not 
mention the ruin of the ten tribes, becaufe 
their ruin v/as not cfFedled by Edom and E- 
gypt, as was that of Judah and Jcrufalem/' 
This is the fum of what Abarbanal fays on 
the fubjedl : And to this purpofe, hath he alfo 
written in his explanation of the prophecy 
in Ezek. chap, xxxii. i8. concerning Egypt: 
as alfo in his explanation of Daniel^ concern* 
ing the fourth beaft ; which he underftands 
to denote the Roman Empire. 

Before I qiiit this fubjeca, I judge it re* 
qulfite to confider how far iholc two emi- 
nent commentators agree, or difagree on the 
fubjed: under confideration. la the firft 
place, they both hold, that Edom denotes the 
Roman Empire ; as hath been frequently^ 
mentioned in the courfe of this work. Se- 
condly, that the prophecy referred to the 
prefent captivity ; confequently, this pu* 

niihment 
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fiifhment of the nations is to take place^ at, 
or near the time of the reftoration of the 
Jewi(h nation. Thirdly, that Edom, which 
denotes th^ Rpm^n Eippire^ is depidted un- 
der the image of the fourth beail^ in DanieFs 
vilions. As to their difagreemen^ con- 
cerning Egypt, I humbly conceive that, 
when duly confidcred it will be found, not 
to be material ; as both opinions may be 
faid to verge to one, and the fame point: 
for according to Kimchi, Egypt iiguratively, 
denotes the Ijhmalite^^ or Mahometans ; and 
although Abarbanal fnaintains that Egypt 
literally, dej^otes jthis Egyptians ; yet, as the 
prefect government is ^^homtizn^ and the 
gpvernors pf Egypt, Mahopietans; they may 
be faid to agree in the main ; that is, they 
both are of opinion that, in this great and 
terrible war that ;s to take plajCie in the lajt-» 
ter days ; both the Chri/iians and the Mabo^ 
metans. will be exemplary puniihed, for what 
t}iey have dotie to the nation, during this 
long and dreadful captivity of fo many hun^ 
dred years continuance* 

' I have been the more particular on this 
part of the prophecy, becaufe, the prefenf 
Vol. III. T dreads 
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drdidful War, in which almoft ^1 Europe is 
involved ; the miferable condition of Roqie^ 
&c, ftnd tbekte attempt of the French uii« 
der BkMaparte to ccfnquer Egypt, and which 
his drawn the Porte into the ironteft^ may 
feem to give fome coua^eoance to the opini- 
on of Abarbanal : but» virhether thole ev^nts^ 
will ultioiately lead to that great at>d terri'^ 
ble war, that is for a certainty to take pltfce 
in the latter days in the holy land^ between 
the Chrifiiansy Mab^metans^ ind Pagam^ ac- 
cording, to the different prophecies cited in 
the ccmrfc of this work, is not in the power 
of man to afcertiin : as according to feveral 
of thofe prophecies, it is mamfeft that^ the 
time of the redemption of the Jbwifti natk)a^ 
and confequently, the puiMflfiment <iS the 
nations who have focrUelly pe'rfecuted theoi^ 
which is to precede that glorious event, is 
kniiwn to' the Almighty only : agreeabfe to 
what Mbfas faadj, Deut. XKXti. 34, 35. **It 
not THIS laid up in Abre with me^ (and) 
fealed up ^miong my treafurbs ?-^-^At the 
time when their foot (hall flide^"&c. Whach 
(heWs thaty there is a certain and determi* 
nstte: period for the |>umditneiit of the na« 

tions. 
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tions, which God hath laever ixnpsjrttd to 
any prophet .whate?er: as. I have ^ewn 
Vol. I. p* 58 « And thus alfo wasit iaid lo 
Daniel,(Chap. xii. 9.)^*Gjo thy way JEteinid 
for the words (are) clofed up and AsAci till 
the time of the jciid.*' Acid to the fame par^-i 
jHDife, the prophet Ifaiah exprefles himfelf ^ 
(Ch^jp. Ixiii. 4*) ** For the day of vengeaiicfc 
was in my heart :*' &c. And oh which, our 
RahfeiDS pbferxe, (Sec Gemara, Piftrek Ghc* 
lek) that, the Almighty hath never impart- 
fid it to, any ^riCatcd heing: nateven to the 
angels; For by iheexprelfion, in' my hearty 
fey they* it.is, asif^God had faid, fpea/king 
in the language .of .man, to mj heart have 
I revealed it, bat not .to any created .being*. 
From all which, it is clear to demonAfa-: 
tion, that the Almighty hath in his gi^eat 
wifdpiPf thought proper to ^conceal this 
grcdt and important cvciu from all creai 
tvircs. I thprefqre have always been agaipft 

• And I have not the Icaft doul^t, but fhat on thi* 
cxplanatioo of the Rabbins in the Gmara, \% iounded; 
the expreiTioq, ^td to l)^ uttered by Jck«, .( Mark, xiii! 
y.) " But^of thai d^ and (thfit^ hqur ^oowcth nJ man*, 
no not the angels which are in jjeaven, neither ths fon. 
but the Father*** \ 

T 2 caU 
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calculating the time of our Redemption | 
being fully convinced, that it is hidden from 
mortal eye* And the failure of every one 
without exception^ (whether Jew, or Chrif- 
tian) who hath hitherto attempted to cal-^ 
culate the time^ is an evident proof of the 
juftneis of my opiniori* However, when 
we fee fb many nations engaged in a war, 
carried on with almoft unparalleled violence^ 
defolating fo many Countries, and producing 
fuch extraordinary Revolutions^ as have 
fcarcely ever been witnefled 3 but which 
feem fomuch to accord with the even ts^ that 
the different prophets have prcdifted are to 
take place at, or near the time of that great 
and important events i can aot but confider 
all thofe occurrences, as indications of the 
near approach of the Tedemption of the na-^ 
tion. It therefore, in my humble opinion, 
behoves every rational mind> to pay a due 
regard to thofe awful warnings, and to en-». 
dcavour to deprecate the wrath of the Al- 
mighty, by a thorough reformation, and an 
amendment of their lives. And as I know, 
that there are great numbers of my brethren, 
who laugh at all thofe warnings ; who ri- 
dicule 
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dicule the idea of a Mefliah coming to re* 
deem the nation : (for they do not believe 
a fyllable of Revelation^ as I have. already 
IhewH Vol. II. p. 236, &c.) much lefs, 
fay they, can we believe that God can ever 
be fo vindictive, as to deftroy his creatures by 
war, &c. No: we have a better opinion of 
the goodnefs of God. Thus, do they pre- 
tend to honour God, by denying his jufticc, 
and depriving him of the government of the 
worlds which he hath created in his wif- 
dom ; in oppofition to what the word of 
God teaches us ; as the puniflxment of this 
jdntediluvians^ of Soddm^ &g* -Hence, ' they 
afcribe not our fufFerings or profperity to 
divine providence .: neither do they afcribe 
the happinefs, or ruin of the nations in ge^ 
' neral, whether by war, plague, famine, pef- 
tilence, earthquakes, &c. to his fuperinten- 
dence, but to a concatenation of caufes, in 
a political, or natural light* Thus they 
difhonour God, confidering him in the light 
of a blind, indiifFerent deity : who having 
created the world, hath left it to chance, 
without interfering in the leaft, or taking 
cognizance of the good or bad a<5tions of man- 
kind > 
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kind ; thereby behaving exadly as the wick- 
ed Ifraelites did of oid^ as recorded by the 
prophet EzekieU (Chap. ix. 9.) " For 
they hy^ the (Lord hath forfaken the earth, 
and the Lord fcoth not." That 15, he nei- 
ther knaweth^ nor regardeth Hie tranfa^tions 
cf this nether world. But, though this may 
lull their confpience aileep, for the preient j 
yet, le( them dread the confequence of their 
^Ife and pernipious priucipies, from the 
dreiidfiil depuni^iation of (he prophot, jn an* 
fwer as it were^ to their iinipioufi aflerbion. 
^ Therefore (as Jor) me, n3ii>e eye Aall not 
fpar?, neither will I have pity/' For m 
they fald that, I did not fee, or regard i^eir 
adlious ; 1 therefore will not fpfir^, nw pitji 
them : for he who neither faeth nor regard^ 
eth, can never favour or pity : and which 
isajird retaliation for th^ir wiokednefs and 
.impiety, as the prophet fays in the latter 
member of the veric, ** Their way wiU I 
rccomi>ence upon their head." This dread -^ 
ful deniuuciati.on, as w^U as feverai others 
delivered by the different prophet^**, againfl 
thole who disbelieve and deipife the wQf d of 

* Sec Vol. II. p. 236. &c« &c. 

God, 
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Cod« I would eari^illy recottimea^ to Aat: 

mofl ferious confideration : befeeching theai 

to endeavour to avert the wiath of heaven^ 

by a timely and fincere repentance^ and a lo-» 

tal relinquiihoient of thofe pernicious doc« 

trines that they have imbibed^ from the 

writings of thole arch itiiidclsy Voltaire^ 

Hume^ Bolingbroke, &c^ and which they 

think fupedor ifo the word of God* and 

therefore totally negled the Audy thereof. 

This neglcft of the vinord of God, is the root 

of the evil : for I am confident that, the 

diibelief of the nation^ is principally owing 

to their, ignoraoce of facred literature ; for I 

have feldom found any of thofe unbelievers, 

^el/ grounded in holy writ ; they confcquent- 

lf> are not able to repe| the attacks of the 

infidels I bat are inilantly overpowered with 

the mod trifling and infignificant arguments^ 

but whiob neverthelefs, appear to them to 

bcf unanfwerablc* Nay, they yvifh them to 

befo.; becaufe by that means, they think 

themfeives relieved from the burden of the 

ceremoiiial law» which lays them under fuch 

great re^ai&ts in the purfuit of pleafure. 

Hcnfe, that indifFerenci? towards the word 

of 
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of God, fb highly neceflary to their falva« 
tion 5 and which I once more earneftly be- 
ieech them to turn their thoughts to, and 
not think lightly of it, 
* How thijB admonition may be received by 
the nation at large, I know not : I have 
however, difcharged my duty, in giving them 
proper warning, agreeable to what the pro- 
phet faid*. **lf thou warn the wicked of his 
way, that he turn from it, and he turn not 
from his way ; he ftail die for his ini<juity, 
but thoii.haft delivered thy fouU'*^ 

To return ;.^Eleventh, that Ifrael will not 
return to folly again j confequently, they ne- 
ver will go into captivity more ; as in th[e lat- 
ter member of the verfe. " But Judah fliall 
dwell for ever, and Jerusalem ((hall remain) 
from generation to generation." That is, 
there (hall be a fignal difference between E- 
gypt and Edom, Judah and Jerufalem : for 
the former ar^ to become defolate, and not to 
be inhabited more ; j. e. the people will be 
loft in the mafs of other nations, and their 
fovereignty (hall never be reftored : but Ju* 
<iah and the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall 

be 
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be reftored after this long and dreadful cap- 
tivity 3 and, on their return, fliall dwell for 
ever in their land. And the learned Abar- 
banal obferves, there is no doubt, but that 
this prophet forefaw the deftrudion of the 
fecond temple by the Romans, whom he 
fpoke of under the figure of the locuft ; and 
on whofe account, he made fuch bitter la- 
mentation ; and concerning whom God 
fhcwed him the future refloration ; and 
therefore, he always addreiTed his difcourfe 
to Judah and Jcrufalem ; becaufe it was con- 
cerning them that he prophefied 2 and alfo, 
becaufe Judah and Jcrufalem will be the 
chief of the kingdom : and therefore, all the 
other tribes are included under their name. 
And, becaufe in his (God's) jealouly for the 
deilrudtion of his houfe and holy city, he 
will take vengeance on his enemies ^ he 
therefore faid, " The Lord alfo will roar 
froYn Zion, and from Jerufalctai will he utter 
his voice :" for, it is on this account, that 
he will be wrath, and roar aloud : he there- 
fore, at the clofe of the prophecy lays, *^But 
Judah fhail dwell for ever, and Jcrufalem 
(ibaU remain) from generation to genera- 
YoL, III. U tign:'* 
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tioD :" And in nearly this fcnfc, the Arch- 
bishop ot Armag^h underftands this fcnt^nce: 
for in his iSote on vcr. 19. he fays, ** E- 
g> P^ — rj There (hall be a iignal difference 
between Egypt and Idumea, whofc people. 
fhall be loft in the m^fs of other nations, and 
wliole/overeignty (ball not be reftored ; and 
Jydah and Jcrufeleoi, whofc inhabitants. 
(Jaall be rvinftated.aiitr their captivity, and, 
op thcii luture return, (ball dwell for ever 
in their land ; Jehovah difplaying his glo- 
ry among them.'* From which, it is ma- 
njfeft.that hi3 grace conliders this prophecy, 
aa referring to the future relloration of the 
nation. A;id in his Note tp. ver 21. he 
oblcives,. **ltis uncertain whether we bavc> 
the true key. to this difficult chapceri which 
may nothcJuUy undtrllood till Jerulalem 
is. rebyUt, and till the prophecies, Ezek. 
xxxix. i* n. Rev. XX. 8. 9, arc accom« 
pli(hed-" 

Iq verJe^ii, the prophet fpeaks of the in- 
nDcpnt.bipoii.ui iiiaci, which their un^uft 
aaa cruei enemies h«ive Ipilt. ** For 1 will ' 
cleaxue tticir biooa that I have not clcanfed." 
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Thi3, the generality of commentators * ex • 
plain* thus : From tbejilver and gdld njohtcb 
they have takenjrom them, IwiU ckanfe the Hif^ 
tions i for IJrael jfhall alfo in the latter days 
take from them for a lpoil% but from their biooH 
which they h'dvejhtd^ '/ ^iU tot cleanfe'thi\h\ 
hut fouljhali be forfjul, the foul of thoje nibbo 
JpHtnt^ or their children after them ijor if they 
^ would give all the goid and fiver in the "worfd 
as an expiation for their fkuls^ they'JhdllHot'Be 
tleanfed frMt their blood. There are a?fo fei 
Veral dther cxpliafiations ; See Jarch^i & Jo- 
nathan *&?€• But none of them item to have 
entered into the trae fpirit of the fcntencc, 
Ah^rbanal cxqepted : for he obferveSi that 
ill this verfei the prophet gives the featoA 
why Egypt (hall be a defdlationi, artd EdoiA 
ft defolate wildernefs ; a«d riien tions tW6 
caufcs, Firft, ia relpedt of the biobd of 
the chUdrca of Judah arid Jeruralem, which 
the children <A Edona and tgypt fpil't, aU 
though no deed oit violentre was in Mifeit 
hinds : foi: they tiid no fevH \6 the RomahS 
or Egyptians, to render them deferidhg of 
this* Ar>d iecondly, in rcfpett oi the burn- 

* Sac Kimrhi in Loc. 

U % ing 
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ing of the temple, which was the habitation 
of the Sbecbinab^ or divine prcfence : and 
therefore, he fays, by way of furprile. But 
Jhall I declare their blood innocent */ Shall f 
declare the nations innocent of the blood of 
Ifrael, which they have fpilt on the ground, 
and fuflfer it to go unrevenged ? In truth, / 
will not declare it innocent: I will not abfolve 
the blood that hath been fpilt, nor will I 
lufFer it to go unpuniflied ; but will furely 
be avenged of them. >By this rendering, the 
cxpreiTion appears ilrong and. beautiful, and 
the anfwer in the latter claufe juft and Wri- 
ting. And concerning the fecond caufe, he 
faid, hecaufe the Lord dwelletb in Zion, . And 
they deftroyed his houfe, and burnt the ha- 
bitation of his divine prefence | for v?hich^ 
it is alfo proper that he £hould be. avenge^ 
of them* 

This, is what appears to me, according 
to the original, to be the real fenfc of this 
great and important prophecy, which hath 
appeared fo difficult to the generality of 
commentators i and whence, the feven fol- 

* Hence* it appears to me, that the words have been 
univcrlally wrong tranilated* 

Ipwing 
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lowing fundamental principles are deduci- 
blc. 

Firft, that at the time of the future re- 
demptioja of the nation, the fpirit of prophe*. 
^ cy, and the Sbechmah-qt divine prelence^ 
will be rpitored toJfrael; and the true 
knowledge of the Lord will alio be multi- 
plied iij the earth ; as the prophet fays, ver. 
28. ''And itihali con>f to pafs afterward, 
(that) I will pour out my fpirit upon all 
fle(h; and yqur fbns anfd your daughter^ fhaU 
prophefy/' And which agrees, with .tl>c 
eighth principle oi the prophecies of If^iab.* 

Second^ The veugcance which the Al- 
mighty will take of the nations at t]aat timq, 
for the evil which they have done to. Ifrael j 
as in Chap/ iii, ver^ 9. . M Proclaini ye this 
among the nations ;. declare ye. w:ar/V&c^ 
&c- And which agrees with the Jirfi prith- 
eiple. of the prophecies bf Jfaiah. 

Third, the particular vengeance,, that 16 

to be taken of Edom : ver. 19. " Egyp* 

fliall be a dcfolation, and Edom (hall be a 

defokte wildernefe/' And which agrees 

with iht fecmd principle of the prophecies of 

Ifaiah. . 

Fourth, 
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Fourth* the Redemption, and Salvation 
of Ifracl ; as iti Chap. iii. ver, i. ** For be* 
holdt in thofe days, ai)d at that time* when 
I (hall bring again the captivity of Judah» 
und of Jerafakm : '* And which agiee^ 
wWh the third frinciple of the proplrecies of 
liaiuh. 

Fifth, that there is a certain inA determi- 
jFiatc time, for the Reden^ption of the nation; 
as in ver. 1 3, " For the wine prefe 19 foil, 
the vats overflow," And which agreiss 
with the ^xtb princ^Ie of tiie prophecies of 
Ifaiahii 

Sixth, that afte^r the faid Redemption^ 
ifeey never will go into captivity moTt i nei- 
ther they, nor their pofteiity for ey«r : a^ ifa 
the latter member of ver. if. *' And ftran* 
^crs (hall no more pafs through her^*' And 
ver. ?o. " But Judah (hall dwell Sov ever,, 
and Jcrufalem ((hall remain) from geneiu* 
tion to generation^ " And which agrees 
with the eleventh principle of the pbophecics 
ofUaiah. 

btvjnth, that after th^ foture Redca^p^ 
tion) the nations will be inftru(^ted. in the 
true Unity of God^ and his Law : and will 
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ieirvc> and worship him : as mentioned in 
the Itttcr member of ver. i8. ** And a' 
fountain (hall come forth from the houfe of 
the Lord, and (hall water the valley of Shit* 
tim/' As 1 have explained it at large, p. 129, 
&c. And which agrees with the tweljtb 
principle of the Prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Now, itis>weH known from all hiftory^ 
fajpred and profane, that none of thofe great 
and important events, were ever accompliih- 
cd at their return from Babylon : for then, 
the «>'i^^^/)rai6 or divine prefeuce was not re- 
Acred to the nation : God did not take fucb 
fignal vengeance of the nations as the pro-* 
phct mentions is* to be taken of them^ im- 
mediately before the great and terrible day 
of the Lord come : and it is well known, 
that they were again cairied into captivity 
by the Romans, and in which, they have 
continued to this hour. From all which, 
it is manifefl, that the purport of this im- 
portant prophecy was not accomplifhed at 
their return from Babyloni or during the 
continuance of the iecond temple : much 
kfs,caD-it.b^.,i^d^. that thoic events took 
place, at, the. comip^^otjefui, or during his* 

coa- 
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continuance on earth. And it would be ^ 
Wflfte of time to no purpofe, to flieiv that, 
thefe promifes cannot by any means be ap'f 
plied to the fpiritualizing fchcme of the 
Chriftians : Whence it is manifeft, that this 
important prophecy remains to be fulfilled 
at the coming of the true Mefliah ; whom 
God in his mercy fpcedily fend, Amen» 

Note, Although I oblervcd (p. io8. Note)' 
that this prophecy commences Chap. iii. 
ver. I ft. And which diviiion I intended 
to follow : yet, as on rt flection, I judged, 
that it might not be fo convenient to the ge- 
nerality of Readers, I have therefore, fol- 
lowed the generally received divifion, of the 
common tranflation of the Bible* 
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The profbecy of Amos. 



^^ir^ H E eighth who prophefied of the fo* 
^ tore Redemption^ and Salvation of the 
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nation, v^as the prophet Amos> in the laft 
prophecy of his book; commencing Chap^ 
i:K. ver. 7. '* Are ye not to me as thefons 
of the Ethiopians, O foqs of Jfrael?" $cc, 
and co!itinued to the end thereof* 

Before we proceed, I deem it rcquifite to 
©bferve, that this prophecy, hath appeare4 
extremely difficult to the Commentators iti 
general, to explain *j and thus alfo hath 
Aharbanal oblervcd. Hj? has hjcewile raiiccj 
feveral objedlions to particular exprcffion? 
of the prophecy ; and which I think, rCfp 
quire invelligation ; they are a$ follows. 

Firft, the prophet's faying, *' Did I not 
bring up Ifrael from the land of Egypt, and 
the Philiftines -f- from Caphtpr, and the Sy-p 
rians from Kir ;}; ?" For if the prophet in-, 
tended to fhew the great merqy and kind- 
nefs of God towards Ifrael, by bringing 
them forth from Egypt ; wherefore then 
did he fay, that hcdid cxadtly the iamc fpr 
the Philiftines and Syrians ? And by which 
expreffipU;,; he ccrtainfyi Icflcn^d the kind^ 
nefs done to Ifrael • 

* See l^imcbi u) Loc. 
+ Hcb. PPili^im. X Hcb. Jram, 

Vol. III. X Sa^. 

I - 
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Second, that it appears the Philiftirtcs and 
Caphtofim were brethren j as mentioned 
(Gen. X 14. ) *' Out of whom * came 
Phlliftim and Caphtorim." And Jeremiah 
fays, (C hap. xlvii. 4.) ** For the Lord will 
lay waflfc the Philiftincs, the itmnant of the 
country of Caphtor.*' Now, if Fliiliftim 
and Caphtorim, were one, and the time, 
how could God fay, that he brought up the 
Philiftines from Caphtor, as if they had 
been captive there ? 

Third, the expreffion, ** and Syria from 
Kir." For at the time of the delivery of this 
prophecy, the Syrians were not yet" carried 
captive j for they were not carried captive, 
till the time of Ahaz, when the king of Af- 
fyria cairied them captive to Kir j as men- 
tiontd, ( 2 King. xvi. 9.) " For the king 
of Affyria went up againft Damascus, and 
took it, and carried (the people of) it cap- 
tive to Kir." And even this prophet him- 
felt prophc&ed f of their captivity j (Chap. 
i. r.) "And the people of Syria ihallgointo 

• Hcb. From thence, 
f Acnos prophetied in the days of Uzziab} two years 
before the carthqualcc. Sec Chap. U i. 

cap- 
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captivity unto Kir/' Aft4, as to the capti- 
vity of the Philiftines, tnat did not happen 
till long after, in the time of Zedckiah ; l^QV^ 
then, could the prophet fay, ** Pid 1 ^et 
bring up Ifrael frpcn the landpf Egypt, a^d 
the Philiftines frond Caphtor,^nd Syria from 
Kir?" As if all thofe captivities and redenap-r 
tionSfc had already taken place ; for the vprb 
irifjg upf includes them alL 

Fourth, the prophet's faying ** B?hold> 
the eyes of the Lord God (are) upon the 
finful kingdom, and I wilj deftroy it from 
off the face ot the earth." For if this is f^id 
of the kingdom of Ifrael, as the generality 
of Commentators undcrftand* it ; how could 
he then fay immedi»tely after, *' Yet I will 
not utterly deftroy the houfe of Jacob," tor 
the kingdom of Ephraim -f, was furely of 
the houle of Jacob i hence, thele expr efr 
lions of the prophet, sire abiolucely contr^- 
diiftory. 

Fifth, the exprqffion, vcr. 9. " And I 
will fitt the houfc of Ifrael among all the 

• This is alfo the opinion of the Archbifliop of Ar- 
inagb, in his notes* See in Lbc* , 

f That is tl^e ten tribes. 

X 2 na-» 
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nations, and a grain* (hall not fall upon the 
ground :" That is not one of them ftall die : 
And immediately after, in contradiftion to 
this, he fays, ver. lo. *• All the finners of 
my people (hall die by the fword," Novv^, If 
the finners die, it is manifdft, that many 
grains muft fall upon the ground. 

Thefe are the objeftions of Abarbanal ; 
and which, according to the explanalions of 
Jarchi, Kimchi, &c. feem almoft infur- 
mountable. But the real fciiic of the pro- 
phecy, according to Abarbanal, is, that the 
,vcrfes, 7, 8, 9, & ro, arc to be confidered, 
as a prefatory introduiflion to the great and 
important promiles, contained in the re- 
maining part of the chapter. And thefub- 
jecSt matter of this introdudion, is, to (hew 
that, the children of Ifrael are the Lord's 
fervants 5 bought as it were with his filvcr, 
or born in his houfe : and theiefore, he faid, 
ver. 7. **Areyc not unto me as the children 
of the Ethiopians,© children ot ilrael, faith 
the Lord?" For as the Chufites (or Ethio- 

* This 18 according to all the Englilh tranflations of 
the B'blc, but which is nor the real fenfe of the ongtnal, 
^ 1 fliall tkew in the explanation of the prophecy. 

plans) 
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pians) the defcencrants of Chus the Ibn <3t 
Ham", arefervtnts to their lords, and in per- 
petual rubjedtion to them j fo are. t lie childicn 
of lirael, the Lord's lervants : they are his 
fervants,becaufe he hi ought them torlh from 
the land ot Egypt, where they were lervant$ 
to Pharaoh: and, as he redeemed them from 
bandage, he of right, became polTeflcd of 
them, and entitled to their fervicc, in retura 
for the great benefit, which he had confer- 
red on them : as the prophet fays, " Did i 
not bring up Ifrael from the land of Egypt ?" 
But, as ye might in return fay, behold the 
Alniighty hath alio brought up different 
nations, and redeemed them from thofc who 
held them in fubje<aion ; yet, did they not 
on that account become his fervants : and 
therefore, the prophet fays in the latter mem- 
ber of the vcrfe, ** And the Phlliftincs from 
Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir ?*' For 
the Philiftim were the inhabitants of Az- 
zah ; and were called Avim ; and who were 
fubdued by the Caphtorim : as mentioned, 
Deut. ii, 23* " And the A vims which 

dwelt in Hazerim, (even) unto Azzah*, the 

Caph- 

1^ The re^foa that Mofes mentioned this here^ was, at fonae 
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Caphtorim which came forth out of Caph- 
tor, deftroyed them, and dwelt in their ftead/' 
And which plainly (hews that» the Philif-^ 
tines were fubdued by the Caphtorim ; and 
therefore the prophet fays, *^ and the Phi* 
liftines from Caphtor/' for the Caphtorim 
had carried the Philiilines captive to Caphr 
tor, before that Ifrael was brought forth 
from Egypt s and afterwards God brought 
them up, and redeemed them from thence, as 
he did to Ifracl. And having thus infigur^^ 
tive language fpoken of the paft^ he in like 
manner, proceeded to (peak of the future; 
*« And the Syrians from Kir,'* That is, thus 
will he alfo bring up the Syrians from Kir : 
for though Sennacherib will carry them cap- 
tive from their land, yet, at the appointed 
time, when the kingdom of the AjSyrians ihall 
ccaie, they will be reicafed from thence ^ fi) 

obfcrve, to inform Ifrael, that although according to the co- 
venant that Abranam and liaac made with Abimelcch» (See 
Gen. xxi> 32» Scxxvi. 18.} they were not aC liberty to take 
poifefiion of any part of the land of the Philiftines ; more ef- 
pecially,a&it wa§ not included in the Gift promiifed co Abra« 
ham ; yet^ a& the then intiabitants were not Philiftines but 
Caphtorim; they were coafqucntly free to take poifcffioa 
of it. But oihert underftand it in a different fenfe. Sec 
Jarcbi, Aben Ezr?, & AUaibaAal« 

that 
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that this is the way of the world; thus hath 
it been, and thus will it be ; that one nation 
will overpower and fubdue another^ and 
bear rule over it for fome time ; and after- 
wards it will be rcleafed from their power*. 
Hence it is tnanifeft that, the true explana* 
tion of this verfe is, as if the Almighty had 
ihewn the children of Ifrael the rcafon, why 
they were hi« icrvants, and ought to be obe-^ 

* Abarbanal obferves, << that as to what Kimchi Ikyt, 

that* the Phililb'm and Caphtorini were brethren ; is not 

ib : ^nd at to the proof that he ha& addaced from Gen, x* 

II 4.. '* Out of whom came PhiUftim and Capbimro*** can* 

AOt difproTe my afi<srttoi ; for it is true that they all de« 

fccnded from Mizraim the Ion of Ham, as mentiorted, ver. 

%3« & 14* '* And Mizraim begat Ludim* &c.-— And 

Pnathrdlkn, and Cftfluhim, (out of whom au»c Phiitfivm) 

and Caphtorim*** But it does not fay» that the Caphto* 

rim were brethren to the Philiftim* but to the Pathrufimt 

and Cafluhim; and it was from the Path rufim and Cafla- 

)\im,*that the Philiftimcame forth ; and nearncfs of kin doth 

not .prevent war among nations : although thty had even 

been brethren, for was not Efau brother to Jacobs yet was 

the one not eflablilhed but on the ruin of the other, 

Andy as to what Jeremiah faid, ** For the Lokd will lay 
•liie PhiMines wafte* the remnant ot the country of Caph- 
jfor-'* Does not Qgnify that the PhiliAincs came from Caph- 
tor; as Kimchi thinks, but that God woald deftroy the 
Thiiiftims, that are left» and have efcaped, from the capti* 
Hity, when tbey ^mtn carried captive to the country of 
Caphtor/' 

dient 
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dient to hlm^ as the Ethiopian flaves are to 
their lords j becaufe, he brought them forth 
from thelaad of Egypt; where they had been 
in bondage : but if they fhould fay, that be 
hatli alfo brought up the Phihftines from 
Caphtor, and will thus alfo bring up the Sy» 
rians from Kir ; then in anfwcr to this, the 
prophet lays, vcr, 8, *^ Behold, the eyes of 
the Lord God (are) upon the finful king- 
dom; and 1 will deftroy it from off the face 
of the earth." And which is not meant of 
the kingdom of Ifrael, as the generality of 
Commentators underftaud it ; but to fliew 
the preeminence of Ifrael in the fight of the 
Supreme Being, ard that in his exceeding 
great love towards them, above all other na* 
tions, he is particularly careful of their prc- 
fervation : and which is plain from the dif- 
tinftion made between them and the othef 
nations : for when any of the other nations 
have been wicked in tiie fight ot the Lor d^ 
and he puni flies them for thofe crimes; they 
are confumed from off the face of the earth. 
Inftances of which, there are many in both 
facred and profane hiilory, of ancient nati- 
ons thus loft; pf M^hom jhcrc is neither 
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name, nor remainder : but this is not the 
cafe with Ifrael: for notwithftanding their 
ivickednef§ j the crimes they have commit* 
ted ,• and the fcvere and drcadtui puniUi- 
^ent inflided upon them, and the innume^ 
rable mirerable perfgcutions they have fuf- 
:fered j yct^ are they not confumed : becaufc, 
the Eternai God hath commanicated of his 
<?/er/w/y to hip people : agreeable to what the 
prophet faid» (Malaph. iii. 6.) " For I (am) 
flic JLoRD, I change not ; therefore ye, the 
ions of Jacob, are not confumed." And this 
48 what the propliet meant by the expref* 
fion, *' BehoW, the eyes of the I^ord God 
(are) Upon the finful kingdom j" That i«, 
if any ||ingd<Mn is finfiil, and eoramitteth 
atrocious crimes, " I will deftroy it hata 
off the face of the earth," However, with 
Ifrael, it ihall not be fo ; fof- although they 
have finned, yet 1 will not utterly deftroy 
them : as in the latter member of the verfe 
'* yet 1 will not utterly deftroy the houfc of 
Jacob, faith the Lord." They fhall by nd 
means be loft, or utterly deftroyed; and how 
exadiy all this hath been fulfill^, is njani* 
feft» from the ^refent ftat* of the nation, as a 
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ftpaiatc people;' notvvithftanding the Innu- 
merable cruel and dreadful perfecutlons that 
the) have fuffcred : even fuch,as I am bold to 
afiert, po nation ever fufFered, during a fpacc 
ot almoft eighteen hundred years.— Hence, 
their prefcrvation as a dijiinSi^ and feparate 
people*, may be confidered as a ftandiiig mira- 
cle to this hour. J therefore, once more* 

carncftly recommend this important fubjcft 
to the ferious conlideration of all thoie who 
are infcdcd with Deifm and infidelity: more 
efpeclally, thole of my own nation *, my 
brethren of the honle of Jfrael : and aik 
them, whether they can yet withftand the 
truth of the word of God^ and the full ac- 
complifhment of prophecy, fo contrary to 
all human probability, as is that of the pre- 
fer vaiion, of our nation, amidft all the perils 
that furround them* I therefore, in the an- 

* 1 liave already fcveral times addrefled them on this 
iiibjedt, in ihe couifc of this work; Stfe Vol. I. Introduc- 
lion, p. I. Vol. II. p. 246. & Vol. HI. p. 140, &c But 
as I bave their bappinefs at heart ; (as al fo the happincA 
of ail mankind, wbether Jew or Gentile) and would willing* 
ly reclaim tbem, and favc them frota utter deflni6Hon ; it 
is.iM)t pcffible, that this truth » cat> be inculc£tted too ofteft: 
3«d which I hope, will plead my excufe with the candW 
and liberal minded, reader. 
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gui(h of my foul, earneftly befeech them/as 
they value their happinefs, both of body and 
foul, here, and hereafter; to turn from their 
evil ways, and not flight the warnings giv- 
en them by God's prophets, as did their fin- 
ful anccftors ; the which, if they do, will 
certainly be the means of bringing upon 
them, that dreadful denunciation, which the 
prophet hath denounced againft finners and 
urtbclievers of the word of God, and his dif- 
tributivc jufticc; (as will be (hewn in the 
explanation of ver, 10.) the confequence of 
tht dei/iicdl principles they have imbibed, and 
which if perfifted in^ will afluredly bring 
deftrudlion upon them, here and hereafter. 

To return :— I muft farther obferve, that 
according to the preceding fenfe, it'may alfo 
be explained thus : that is, that the expref- 
fion, ** Are ye not to me as the fons of the 
Ethiopians,'* &c. is to be underftood by 
way of furprife : Are ye then O children of 
Ifrael, to be confidered by me, as the children 
of the Ethiopians ! For when a perfon pur- 
chafes an Ethiopian flave, he is his flave for 
6rer, in confideration of the expence of the 
purchafe money ; and thus, becaufc I brought 

X 2 yoii 
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you up from Egypt, ar^yc to be roy ferv^nt^ 
fts the Tons of the Ethiopians ? No : it is nm 
fo : for I have alio brought up tlie Philifliat 
from Caphtor ; and will alfo bring up tha 
Syrians from Kir. And which ihews^ thi^t 
your pre-emmente above all the oth^r oatioqv 
is not merely^ that I have brought ypii up 
4G|ut of the land of Egypt ; No. Bi|t yoiir 
tfue pre-eminence conAils in th^s ^; that^ ^^Be? 
hold» the eyes of the Load Qo4 (are) up09i 
the iinful kidgdoQi ; and I will tk^Q^y it^ 
ff pm oipf the face of the ea^th*," Thai is> 
i)Kben any of the king(V>tni; ^rc. fi&f ul> QoA 
l)rmgeth utter deft^u£tipn upi»n them ) hut; 
which is npt the c^afe with lif^U zl^v^ 
they are. iiofnl ^ as in the latter meml^^rof 
the vcrfe : '^ Yet I will not uitef ly ^fi&ioy 
the houfe of Jacobjj tob thei-#*D/' Aa^ 
of this, the prophet pijodvces a pcpof of wti*<i 
is to 'take pla^e, at thfi tiu^ of ;he C*t*W 
i:pftpnition ; when Ifi;aet will be caft ^boftt; 
frpni pl^ce to pla?^ j^ waudewqg aboMf froW 
gne nation to a^ioth^i:; ^nd firoflji one kwg'^- 
4pm to another people*; yet fl?puI4 th^y W^l 
Ijip dcftroyed, as in, yejr. 9. *^ Fqjf bcfeoI44 

tp this parpofci^ VbU iL pi 140. . 



^Vill command, and I will iifu the houfe of 
Ifrael among all th^ mtions^ as (ooe that)^ 
lifteth (corn) in a fievc; and (the) -bundle 
ihall not Jfall upwi the ground/* Ttntt is, 
ihGco/le^ive body of the nation, (hall not be - 
deftroytd: for, aa when one fifteth corn,, aU 
though it is toiled about to and fro^ yet is 
not the cQlle<^ive body of it confumed, or 
^ftrpyeds even fo will it be with Ifrael t 
snd therefore, the prophet made ufe of the 
npun "imf Tferop^ w^ich dc^iaotes a bundle i 
to £hew^ that coUefkively^ a$ the general bo- 
dy 0^ the nation, they (hall not be deAroy-* 
t^ : bu:t the particular individual iinnersv 
fhaJl dlip dforing the tio^e of that emigration ; 
a^ in ver. iq. '• (But) all t;he finners of my 
people (hall die by the fword, who fay^ Evil 
(JBk^W not draw nigh j^ nor come fuddenly 
HpQU Qu? account." Thus thefc prefump- - 
tHd43 :6pnejrs fay,, the evil is not on our 2u> 
^<xmX ; MA on account of our evil deeds^ 
but it i& purely ac<;ideatal ; for no cogni« 
st^noe whatever is tatken by the Almighty 
ol aojK fucb thing 5 we thicjrefore will do ac* 
txwding to oar heart's defirc, without troub'» 
TkiQ Qoc&ife^ ahpBt vih»t wiU happen hcre« 



a»>er; as we arc f ally convinced, that let 
our adlious be what they wilt, they will not 
be the caiile of the evil. Hence it is clear, 
that the expreiiioa (the) bundle fliall not fall 
upon the ground, is fpoken of the wholft 
houfe of Ifrael, who in their colIed:ive ca- 
pacity {hall not be deftroyed ; but the iin- 
ful individuals among them, fliall be de- 
flrjyed by the fwurd. And which is the 
very fame in fubilance» as what the pro- 
phrt i.zekiel faid, *' I will alfo purge out 
Irom among you the rebels, and the tranf- 
grcflbrs againft me : I will bring them forth 
o It of the country where they fojourn, but 
they ihall not enter into the land of Ifrael/* 
i\s I have (hewn at large, in the fecond pro- 
phecy of Ezck, Vol- IL p» 24.2, &c. 

The prophet then proceeds tQ (hew, that 
at thiit very time, that the finners- will be 
confumed, during their wandering Uova one 
nation to another; God htmfelf^ will raifeup 
tho fallen tabernacle of David, ver. !!• 
** In that day 1 will raife up the fallen ta- 
bernacle of David," The real figniilcation 
of which, is, that as this prophet, hath be- 
fore (Chap. V, a.; faid, " The virgin oi^^^ 

rad 
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riiel is fallen j fhe fliali not rife again:" And 

which properly denotes, that the nation will 
not be able to rife of itfelf ; fo as to have 
pow^r to appoint a king over it^ he therefore 
informs us now, that God himfelf will raife 
up the tabernacle of David, which hath 
been in a fallen ftate ever lince the days of Je* 

, roboam ; and will caufe a king of the houfe 
of David, to reig^i over the whole nation. 

^ And, becaufe, the fallen ftatc of the taber- 
nacle of the kingdom of David, was two- 
fold; firft, during the time of the firll tem- 
ple, when the ten tribes fell off from the 
houfe of David, and appointed kings them* 
felves over them, from the time of Jerobo- 
am, to Hofea the fon of Klah ; when they 
were carried captive. And fecondly, during 
all the timeot the continuance of the fecond 
temple; when there was no king of the 
houfe of David ; for tlieo, the Afmoneans 
lind Hcrodians reigned over them. Tlie pro-- 
phct therefore faid, ** And I will clofe up . 
the breaches thereof:'* meaning the time of 
the firft temple, when a breach was made in 
the kingdom of David, by the appointment 
of another king over the ten tribes. And, 

con- 
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concerning the time of the lecond tempki 
he laid, •* And I will raife up its ruins;' 
For during the cxiftcnce of the firft temple, 
there was always a king of the houfe of Da* 
vidy who reigned over Judah and Benjamin^ 
he therefore confidered it . only as a brwb^ 
made in the kingdom of David. But^ a$ dm 
ring the exigence of the feqond temple there 
was no king whatever of the hotife of Da- 
vid, he confidered it, as wholly in ruius, 
And becaufe, he had in the firfl heqiifticli 
of the verle called the kingdom of David a 
tabernacle, we might be induced to coniicici 
it but as a temporary building, as is a taber^ 
nock ; he therefore, in the latter member pf 
the verfe fliys, ** And I will build it as (in) 
the days of old." 1 will iuj'/d it, a ftrongaai 
durable building. ^ 

The prophet then informs us, that tl8^ 
building up of the tabernacle of David, wiJi 
lead to their pofleffing the remnant of Eck)m/ 
&c. ver. 12. ^* That they may paflefsthf 
remnant of Edom, and of all the nationi ttaf 
are called by my name *, faith the LoKPi 

• Heb. Ov€j; whom my miof is <nJ\fi^ 
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*rho doeth this." 

The generality of the Hebrew Com- 
mentators, Jarchi, Kimchi, &c. underft.ind 
the expreflion, as it tranfpofed thus. That 
they who are called by my name, (mean- 
ing Ifrael) may poflbib the remnant of 
Edom, &c. This form, is frequently ufed 
by tht Talmudicali and Rabbinical writers. 
See Geinara NidJa. fol. xxvlii i. and Rab- 
bi S Jarchi, on liai. xlv. 24. Hofea^ viii. 2. 
pialin. Ixxxvii. y.6cc. But Abaibanal (with 
whom I perfedlly agree) okferves, that it 
may be clearly explained without any tranf- 
polition ; becauie, thofe nations wlio defo- 
lated the holy land^ and carried lirael into 
captivity, naa this power given to them from 
God, m order to accompi'iih> what he had 
decreed. Hcuce,it was with the utmuft pro- 
pricty^ tnat the prophet laid, the Lokd*s 
name was called upon them ; as being th« 
^ipeciai indiuaieuts of his wrath : and thus 
we find tht prophet ilaiah cxprels himlclf, 
^Chap. X. j.; " Ho I to tne Aflyrian, the 
lOci or muie anger^ the ItaiFin whofe hand is 
the uilirument of mine indignation," &:c« 
Jfiiid in this ieuie wa^ ic^ that Cyrus was 
ViM»« iii# 2 called 
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called, the Lord's anointed^; becaufe ht 
was efpecially appointed to decree the re- 
turn of the Jews from Babylon ; as he him- 
felf acknowledges in the fkid decree ^ (Ezra 
i. 2.) ** Thus laith Cyrus king of Perfia, the 
I^RD God of heaveh, hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the elrth/' &c. The real fenfe 
, therefore of the paffage is, as I have fhewn, 
viz. that when the fallen tabernacle of Da- 
vid (hall be raifed^ Ifrael (hall pofTefs the 
remnant of thofe nations, that have beeft 
called by God's name • as being the inftru- 
xnents of his wrath, in the putiilhment of 

the nation* 

And it is really Worthy of remark^ 
that the prophet fays, that they (hall pof- 
fcfs the remnant of Edom ; and which 
was to diew, that as feveral of the pro- 
phets have teftified of the ruin of Edom> 
on the day that Ged {hall take vengeance on 
the nations, as already /hewn in the courfe 
of this work ; he now informs us, that the 
king Meffiah, of the houfe of David, and the 
Lom>*$ people, fhall pofiefs the remnant 

• I*i. v* i^ 

which 
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\irhich (hall be left of that war. And thus 
alfo faid the prophet Obadiah*, •* An4 
(they of) the foijth fliall poiTcfs the moun-f 
tail! of Efau 5" And thejre is nothing con- 
tr^di&ovy in this, to what Obadiah faid ii^ 
the preceding verfc, ^^ And there ihall not 
be (any) remaining pf the houfe of JEfau.** 
For in ver, 18, Qbadis|,h teftified of the na* 
tion ; but in ver. 19, h^ tefti^ipd of the pof^ 
feflion of their land : as did the prophet A- 
mos io this prophecy : for of t}ie land of 
Edom, the city that is ceiled Botfrah, (hall 
be an gverlaftingdefolation, as the prophet 
Jfaiab hath fljewn j (chapter f xxxiv.) but 
the remainder of the land, is to bg an inhe.- 
jitance for the houfe of IfraeK 
. The propjiet alfo affures qs^ that at that 
time, the fruits of the i^arth will be fo abun- 
dant in the land of Ifrael, that they will not 
be able to reap the corn and thrafli it ; bcfor^ 
the feed time, ^c. as in ver. 13, « Behold 
the days come, faith the Lord, that tha 
plougher fhall draw ncar:|; to the reaper ai)4 



• Obad. ver. 19. 

f Sec Vol* I. p. Zl2f &c* 

^ 9i> pvcrtafcc. 
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the treadcr of the grapes, to the fower of the 
Iced." And which is a moft animated man- 
ner of ihewing that, the harveft and vintage 
(hould be copious . and long in gathering. 
And thus alio fays Mofcs, in the bleffinggf 
he promifeo them in the I^aw, on their obc- 
dience ; (Lcvit. xxvi. 5.) *' And yonf 
thrclhing Ihail reach unto the vintage, anA 
the vintage (hall reach unto the fowing 



time. " 



In the latter part of the verfe, the prophet 
farther fi. ews the extraordinary future fruits 
fulncfs of the land of proniife. •^ And the? 
mountains * fhall drop fweet wine ; and all 
the hills {hall melt." The hills &c. fhall 
flow, as It were, with the ahundance of wine 
produced on them. And tlius alio lays Jo- 
el, (Chap. iii. i».) *' Ana it Ihall come to 
p. fs, in that day, ^that) the mountains ihall 
drop iv.eet v^inc, and the hills ihail tiovf 
(with) milk i'" &c. b) which beauutul fi-* 
gure is (hcwnf, the ;ibunaant good, tn^y 
arc to ^cnjoy at the time of their future re- 

• Mountains and lulls were the proper' places for vine- 
yards. + See page laS, 

deffiption; 
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demption ; and as it were, without toil or 
labour. 

The prophet then proceeds to inform us 

of the entire reiloration of the nation ; th^ 

happy ftate they are then to enjoy ; and that 

they (hall never go into captivity more : as 

inyer, 14-15. ** And 1 will bring a^ain the 

captivity of my people Ifriel ; ami thtfy (hall 

build the delolate cities^ and (hail innabifc 

{them) '; and they (hall plant vineyardsi and 

drink the wine thereof ^ they alfo ihall mak^ 

gardens, and eat their fruit. AikI i will 

plant* them upon their land; and they Ihall 

no more be roptcd up from tl>e land which 

I hafc given them, laith the Lord thy 

God/' 

From the explanation here given of thi^ 
prophecy ; the following fundamental prin» 
ciples, are deducible. — Firft, the deftrud:ioa 
and defoiation of the nations j particularly 
Edom; as mentioned vcr. J2 " That they 
may poiTcfs the remnant of Edom, and of all 
the naduns/' And wuich agrees with the 

• This image^ is mo A beautifully t^ken up from 
the preccUing verle. 
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Jlrfi, zndjicind principles of the prophecies (rf 
Ifaiah. 

SecondV the falvation and redemptioo of 
Ifrael, as in ver. 14. '* And I will bring 
again the captivity of my people Ifrael ;" 
And which agrees with the tbird principle of 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Third, that a king of the houfe of Da* 
vid is to reign over them : as in vcr* 1 1* 
" In that day I will raife up the fallen ta^ 
bernacle of David, *' And which agrees 
with the tenth principle of the prophecies of 
Ifaiah. 

Fourth, that they /hall not go into cap- 
tivity nfiore^ as in ver, 15. "And I will 
plant them upon their own land^ and they 
(hall no more be rooted up,'*&c. And which 
agrees with the eleventh principle of the pro^ 
phecies. of Ifaiah. 

Now, it is clear from all hiftory, that thcfe 
promifes have never yet been fulfilled; not 
at their return from Babylon 5 nor during 
theminiftryof Jefus : more efpecially^ the 
two latter : for in the firft place, it is well 
known, that at their return from Babylon^ 

and 
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ea dhd during the continuance of the fccond 
temple, there was no king of the houfe of 
)li(. David, (as above fhewn, fee p. 167, i68#) 
J. Secondly, they were fo far from being plant- 
'^ ed in fo firm a manner, as no more to be 
|j rooted up, that four hundred and ninety 
years after their return*, from Babylon, be- 
ing a few years after the "death of Jefus, they 
were indeed rooted up moft dreadfully : for 
at the fiege of Jerufalem by Titus, Jofephus 

111 ' 

fays-f*, that by famine, and the fword, eleven 

' hundred thoufand of them were deftroyed ; 

Jerufalem was alfo taken, and deftroyed by 

the Romans 5 the nation carried into this 

111 

. long and woful captivity ; an end put to 
tiieir government and policy; and which 
they have never recovered to this hour^ 
From all which, it is demonftrable, that 
thofe great and glorious promifes, have ne«* 
ver yet been fulfilled ; but that they remain 
to be accompliflicd, at the future reitora* 

• Accordiflg to the prophecy of Daniel ; as t have 
ihewD in my Letters to Dr. PrielUey, part II. page 8o»' 
&c« &c* f Bell. Joda* Lib, VI* Cap. iit« 

Scft. 3« See alfo Vol. I. Introd* p. ao« 

tioa 
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tioti of the aatjon *, by the hands of the true 

Meihah. 



DISSERTATION IX. 



TAe Vvopbecy of Obadtah^ 



^Tp H E ninth who propheeied concerning 
the iuture redemption^ happinefs, and 
ialvation of the nation, and the putiUhment 
<>f their e emies, was, the prophet Obadiahr 
and, becaulc his propliccy was entirely con- 
cerning Edoin; it is (as Abarbaiiai obferves) 
very proper here, to inquire^ whether tfaojfe 
prophecies, which the different prophets pro* 
pfaelied concerning the deili udUan of Edom^ 
were ^//accomplilhed at the^rit de^rudiQa 
by Nebuciiadnezzar j, wliO, after he had takea 
Jerufalem, laid ficge to Tyre^ which lafted 

• And thus much hath the ArehbMiop of ArrnagH 

acknowledged in h:b Note on v. 15. his wor 's are» no 

XDorcJ This part of the prophecy w.ll receive its completion 
tn the faturc reftoratioo ot the Jews to their own land." 

thir:- 
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llhirteen years -, and during which interval, 
he conquered, and fubdued the Moabites, 
Ammonite*, Edoipites, and the neighbour* 
kig nations. 

We alfo find that, during the exiftence of 
the fecoi>d temple, fjyi^carnus the fon of Si» 
mon,of the Afmonean race, made war on the 
Edoijiit^Sj^ and having conquered them, ob- 
liged then? to forfake thcrr idolatry, fubmit 
to be circumcifed, »nd obferve the law of 
Mafes ; fo that fr6m thenceforward, they 
were all circumcifed, and obferved the law 
of ifrael, till the rime of the deftruftion of 
Jcrufalem by Titus : wherefore, we ought 
to enquire whether it Was concerning thofe 
events, that the prophets prophefied. It al- 
io is of the utmoft confequence^ that we cn* 
^uire^ whether, although it Ihould be ac- 
knowledged, that thefe prdphcciw a'rfe to b© 
fulfilled hereafter 5 )^t, if they were fpoken 
gf, and to be accomplifhtd in the land of 
Edom, near the land of Ifrael ; and whic^ 
was fubdued by * David, who put garrifons 
in all parts thereof: aftd which was aftcrf^ 

»*: . ■ , . , - 

♦ See 2 Sam.'viii. 13, 14. &i Chron*xviii, 12, 13, 

Yjpl. III. An • Svgfife 
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wards fubducd by Nebuchadnezzar; and 
laftly, by Hyrcanus, a$ abGvementiooed* Otr 
\vhcther thofe prophecies refer to any other 
countiics, called at this time Edom : and 
this inveftigatiou, .appears to me extremely 
neceflary, and of the utunoft utility, for thci 
true underftanding of thofe prophecies,. And, 
as 1 have already * obferved, that iii the ex^ 
planation of the prophecy of Obadiah, which: 
treats folely of Edom, I fhould fpeak more 
largely of the Romans, who were denomi* 
nated Edom : I mufl; now inform the read^ 

• 

er that^ that cxpreffion alluded to the prefent 
invcftigation; and on. which, I (hall now en- 
ter without any farther preamble. 

It muft be obferved, that there are ninc-f* 
prophets, whp have prophcfied conceroing 
Edom* viz. firft, Balaam, in his fourth and 
laft prophecy ; ** And Edom (hall be its 
(Ifrael's) pofleffion," &c. fecond, Ifaiah : 
third, Jeremiah : fourth, Ezekiel : £fth, 
Joel : fixth^ Amos ; feventh,Obadiah : eighth, 
Malachi : and ninth, David. Now, the 
gnly method to be. purfued in this invefti-* 
gat ion, in order to come at truth, is, dili- 

f YqX^ll* p« Slit i Vide Abarbanal in Loc* 

gcutiijf 
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gjently to fcarch and cxaminfe every one of 
thofe prophecies, fo as to be able to fi^id out ' ^\ \\ 

concerning whom they were delivered • and 
at what time tlicy were accompliflbed ; or 
whether they remain to "be accompliflied. 
And, firft, as to the prophecy of Balaam, it 
is manifcft, as I have fhewn in the firft DiA* 
fertation *, that it is impofliblc to explain it 
ifn any other manner, but as referring to the 
latter days ; for although David put garri- 
fons in £dom ; yet, did not Edom, or mount 
Seir, become his pofleiiion 5 and there is no 
doubt, but that the mount Seir, and land 
of Edom, which Balaam prophefied fhould 
liecome the inheritance of Ifraely was that 
which lay n^rly contiguous to the land of 
IfracJ i i. e* which lay between the lake of 
Sodom and the red Sea. But, as to v^hat 
Balaam faid farther concerning Edom, ^*Out 
of Jacob (hall come he that Ihall have do- 
minion, and he ihall deftroy the remnant 
out of the city*" There cannot be the 
leaft doubt, but that it referred to another 
dtjr, eminent among the nations, and ap^ 

"^ * ^ pertaining 
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pertaining to the daughter of Edom ; he 
therefore^ at the beguiningof the prophecy 
fiiyf, ** I (eehim^ but not now : I view him^ 
but not nigh : a flar (hail come forth from 
Jacob, and a fceptre ihall rife out of Ifrael^ 
who (hall fmite the corners of Moab^ and^ 
break down the walls of all the children oF 
Sheth.** And which prophecy^ hath never 
yet been accomplifhed ; as I have (hewn in- 
the explanation of that> prophecy « (VoL I; 
p. g, 6ccO Hence^ it is manifefl:^ thattfatVa 
firft prophecy, remains to be fulfilled- in the 
latter days 5 and that it includes, the land 
of Edom, near to Jerufalem, and alfo anoiher 
city appertaining to £dom« 

As to the prophecy of Kaiah^ iii the thirty 
fourth chapter of his book, beginnings 
«' Draw near, Oye.natioos, and hearken;" 
I have not the leaft doubt*^ but that he pro- 
pbefied of the nation, called at this time^ 
Bdom ; and concerning whom heiatd^ *<Por 
my fword that is in heaven, (hall be fatiated- 
wkh blood : Behold, on Edom it (hall 6t^ 
Ccend } and on the people juftly devoted by 

• This U alia the opinion of AbaxlTsinaL 

me 
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tfl« to dbftriiAion." And as a proof of \vhat 

I ha^e^obferved, the prophctmth^ next vopfc^ 

fays, ** For the Lord cclebrateth a iacrifico \ 

in Botfrah, and a gr^^^ flaughter iu the land. 

<3tt Edom/' For the ancient B(3^ai& bcslGug-- 

cd to Mmif and not to Edom^ it therefore^ 

is clear, that the reafpn, that Botfrah is fo 

fi;pqueatly' fpoken of in the prophecies ia. 

conjun^ion with Edom, ]&, to point oiit a^ 

certain great and powerful city, meaning; 

RQjpae r, as* 1 b^vcihewij Vol, L p. zao^, &c. 

Biit a. ftfll more convincing proof:that Bctp- 

rab denotes Rome, is, the cxadt defcription 

gjiveu G^ it,4>y the propbeti *• Her nobles,. 

Ti^bo do' not there proclaim a kingdom." 

Whence it is manifeft, that the prophet 

fpok&of.ai cjtyi ithaf was npt entitled a kmg^ 

^^7 that had ik) king^ h\jAon\y mMe^ y i. e« 

Bfp^ops and Cardinals^ as I have already 

lbe;yen *: from whidi,;, it i« clear, that, this 

pfophecy remikuSi t& be fblfilkd ^ and that 

it refers to thofe that are called Edom at 

But^ 

,f It is. real^AVM:&y.olTemar](y,tha,t BiihopLowth 
l«fp;|l,$Qi.)b^o(4>eiaiQ%<^4t thcf tngh-wroiig^t an4 ^mble 

dc* 
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But, as to what Jeremiah faid, (chap. :ix^^ 
15.) *• Take the cup of the wine of this 

wrath 

d«fcription, of the dcfolation of Ed&h SLnd Sat/rai contain-^ 
CO 'Ik tbw prophecy, could not ultimately refer to the de# 
f eilaaon of £doin by Nebuchadnezzar 1 as tie obiSuvcs^ 
'* Tiu' general develUtion fpread chrough all tbefe couatnes 
by NfcbuChadnczzar may be the event which the prophet 
hai primarily in view iu the 34 chapter, but this events tf 
far ai we have any account of it in hiftoiy^ ieems bf 0% 
Hjcans to come up to the teims of the prophecy, or tojuf^ 
tify to high w roil .i^^ht and fo terrible a defer iption. And it 
is; not eaiy 10 difcover what connexion the extremely ftour- 
ifhing flate of the Church or people of God, described in 
the next chapter, could have with thofe events, and bow 
the former could be the coDfequencc of th^ lartet, as it is 
tbtrc reprefentcd to be." This remark of tV Bifliop's cfl 
the flourifliing fiate of God's people ; and whioh I have, 
(hewn in the explanarion of that prophecy, is to conliil 
of the mofl exalted degree of happinefi, both fpiritual and 
temporal, is an evident proof of the truth of what I have 
aiivaioea ; viz« That tbiS| and other like prophecies ijpokeo 
oi £dcm and Sot/rah^ remain to be accomplilhed m the lat« 
tcr 'says, at, or near the time of the future reftoration of 
the' nation, by the hands of the true Meffiah. TheBifhep 
ferthcr o&fervesthat, **By a. figure^ very common in th^t 
prophetical writers, any pity, or people^ remarkably dif- 
tinguifhed as enemies of the people and kingdom of God, 
is put for thofe enemies iu geaeraU This lecms here to 
be the cafe with Edomand Botfrah^ Itfeema therefore re^ 
fonable to fuppoie^ with many learned expolitors, thatt&^is 
prophf cy has a further view to events fldl future i to iome . 
ftrnx retolul^hs t# be cffc6ted in later tixfitef, antecedent 

fit 
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wrath of my hand, and caufe all the nations 
to drink it," &c. And among which . nati"- 
ons, are mentioned Edom, Moab, and Am- 
man j appears to. me to have been fulfined 
\>y Nebuchadnezzar ; for to this purpofe, he 
ipoke verfe 9. *^, Behold^ I am about to fend, 
and will take all the families of the north, 
iaith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon my fervant^ and bring them a^ 
gainfl this land, and againft the inhabitants 
thereof, and againft all thefe nations round 
about, and will utterly deftroy them, and 
make them an afloniHiment, and a hifliug, 
and perpetual defolatioiis/' And prefently 
gfter, (ver* 47.) he mentions all the nations, 
whom (in his vifion) he a<3:ually made drink 
of the cup ;, and which plainly fhews that, 
this proplieey was accomplished by the hands 
of Nebuchadnezzar; and that it was fpoken 
of the land of Edom adjoining to the land 
ef IfraeL But afterwards, the prophet Je^ 
rcmiah fpoke of feveral nations, that were 

^ th^t more perfedt ftate of the kingdom of God upon 
Aarth) and ferving to introduce it, which the holy fcripture^ 
vartant us to cxped.* Seethe Bifhpp's Note 00 Chap, 
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i»4 DISSERTATIDMS 

10 ht pmiUhed : and* the firft he mentioiidl 
w^s *Egypt ; whofe deftrudion be foretold 
xms to be effected by NebucbadBez^ar ^ as 
in chap, xlv^i. 26, "** And 1 mil detivcr 
them into ttbe h wd df ^bofe that ieek their 
life, e^en into the h«tnd of Hebachadneastcor 
king of Babylon, ai>d iiUo the hand of his 
ierviinits : but after this it (hail be inhq^bited^ 
as^ in the days of old, faith the Loao. 

In chap, xlviii, the prophet, in the moft 
amplified manner, ihews the calamity, that 
was to be brought 0{i Moab : but at the end 
oi the prophecy, he fays, *' But I will turn 
again the captivity of Moab in the latter 
days, faith the Lord." Audio cbap. xJix. 
he Ipeaks of the punifhmentof the Asasao^ 
nites, and at the end thereof he fays, (?eiu 
6. ) " But after this I will turn again the 
captivity of the children of Ammon, faith 
the Loi^D." 

After thcfe prophecies, in ver. 7, heprdu^ 
phefied concerning Edom, ** Thus faitij 
tlie LoRB of hofts," &c. But the prophpt 
did not at the latter end of the prophecy]! 
fuy, tliat God would turn again the capti-* 
yjty of Edom, as he h^d promifed to do fof 









ON THE PROPHECIES. 1I5 

the other nations. Moreover, it muft be 
obfervedy that he hath made particular men« 
tion cff Botfrah : ver. 13. '* For by rhyfelf 
1 have Iworn, faith* the Lord, that an afto* 
hiihmenty a reproach^ a defolation, and an 
ciecrati6n,fhall Botfrah become; and all her 
cities ihall become perpetual waftes/' That 
is, they mall never more be rebuilt, or in* 
habited J and the prophet fays, ver. 17-^1 8* 
^ Hnd Edom Ihall ht a defolation, evejy one 
that paffeth by her (hall be aftonifhed; and 
fifaUhifsbecaufe of all her calamities, Ac--. 
(idrding'to the overthrow of Sodom and Go^ 
inorrah, and of the neighbouring (cities) 
flicreof, iaith the lyORD, there fhall not a 
fnah dwell there, neither (hall a fon of man 
fojourn in her/' * ISTow, it is well known 
that the land of Edom or Idumea, was ne^ 
ver abfoiutely defolated ; neither was it 
overthrown as was Sodom and Gomorrah • 
and there are alfo inhabitants on it, contra- 

* ry to what the prophet faid, ♦* there (hali 
riot a man dvvelf there, neither (hall a fon of 

. man fojourn there.*' For no fuch devefta^ 
lion took place in the days of Nebuchad* 
nezzar,norat the time of Hyrcanus : whence 
Vol. Ill* Bb it 



i8» DISSERTATIONS 

it is piain^ tliat this prophecy has a view to 
future events ; and that it is concerning the 
nation called at this time Edom : the pro^ 
pbct thereiurc fays, ver. 20. "Therefore 
hear ye the counfel of the Lord, which he 
hath taken againfl Edom ; and his purpoies 
which he hath purpofed againft the inhabi- 
tants of Teman : furcly the leaft of the flock 
(hull draw them oiit." And the Rabbins 
explain the expreffion, '* the leaft of the 
flock," to denote the Perfianp y agreeable 
to a received tradition* See Gemara in Tor^ 
mo. And the Chaldee paraphraft Jpnathaa 
explains it, V^V ♦S'pn qhe mighty ofthepeo^ 
pie. .And Abarbanal, after mentioning the 
receive*! tradition of the Rabbins, obfcrves^ 
** Hence you may clearly perceive, that the 
term, the leait oj thejiock^ does not denote 
the children oJ ijrael^ as Kiiiichi fuppofes, but 
the Perjians ; and thus the prophet expreflV* 
ed himielf, when fpeaking ot the deftrudioa 
of Babylon: Chap. L v. 45. ** Therefore 
liear ye the counlel of the Lord, which he 
Jiath taken againft Babylon, &c. — —Surely 
tlie leaft of the flock (hall draw them out/' • 
•And> as the prophet there made ufc of the 
' " tcrn^ji 
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PN THE PROPKECTES. i8> 

Mttsittbe Uoji of the Jkck\ XQ denote the Per- 
^nSf who it is well known deftroyed Baby- 
lon i fo is it proper, that wc undcrftand the 
term in the fame fenfe, in this prophecy, 
concerning Edom. And the manner of its ' 
accomplilhmcnt, according to Abarbanal, 
will be, that near the time of the future re- 
demption of the nation, Icveral of the chrif* 
tism nations, will attempt the conqudft of 
the holy laind ; and that then, the Periians 
and all the families of the Eaft and North 
will come againfl: them, and make a terrible 
llaughter among them. And to this pur- 
pofe lays Jeremiahv at the clofe of this pro- 
phecy concerning Edom : (Chap. xlix. 22.) ' 
**, Behold he (hall mount and fly like an ea- 
gle, and he fhall expand his wings over Bcnfr ' 
yah J and the heart of the mighty men 'of 
Edom * fliall be in that day as the heart of a 

B b 2 ' woman 

• It reall)^ is a melancholy refleaion, to obfervc. to 
^hat pitiful (hifti Chriftian writers in general, are redu- 
•ed. ID order to evade the force of certain prophccjca, wnich 
bear hard on their iyftem. An infhnce of which wc have 
in the New tranflation of Jertmian. by B. BJayney ; for 
lie wilhing to explain tiiis propnccy, as. deaotiqg Iduinea ; 
^ tha; It c^nic^otly oath bem already accomoi.ini^ ' 
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ag| DISSBRTATtOKX 

woman in pangs/* All which, 
doubts was fpokea by the prophet, as rcfer^ 
ring to that great and dreadful war, that is 
to take place in the latter days^ when God 
(hall take vengeance on Hdom. 

In the two laft verfcs of Chapter iv. of Je^ 
remiah's Lamentations, the prophet hath 
delivered another prophecy concerning E- 
dom : and which as 1 have already fhews^ 
(Vol. Ih p» 2i5,&c.) remains tobeaccoiBh 
pushed in the latter days^ at the txmeof tfa^ 
rclloration of thQ nation* 

And the Chaldce para|4i raft Jonathan ha& 
explained this prpphecy» in fuch a manner, 
as clearly to Ihew that, the prophecy could 
refer to none elfe but the nation now known 
by the name of Edopri, 

As the paraphrafc is fo highly exprefiWe 

. . » • 

< • • • I 1 ' 

(as 18 the opinion of the generality of the Chriflian Com« 
mcniaiors) but pcrceivinj^, that the prophet| in this pro* 
phcry roakn natPtion of Botirah ; a» d it being clear, that 
the ancien< Botjrah beln,ngcd to Moab, as I have already 
intmi<»ned; (p. 181.) he in the (aid tranflation, rcadt 
l^oAB inftead of E^om* And what it ftill more extraor*' 
dinary, has not ^iven the leaft reafon, in fupport qt thit 
highly valuable inundation^ ai hit adrnirert no doubt judge 

it t« be. 

. I. . < . 
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ON THE PROPHECIES. iSf 

of what I have fo ofttsn advanced concerning 

Bdom, I camiot avoid tranfcribing the whole 

in the; original Chaldee^ together with aa 

£ngli£h cranflationt for the benefit of the 

Englifh Reader. 

., « ' • • 

Chaldee Paraphra/e on 

Chap. iv. ver. 21. — 2a. 

or THE 

Lamentations of Jeremiah. 

' Tf^^^in diiK"! Knnp K^D^taDip 'nn^n *Knn 
♦n'o"? ^'hv ihy •!«. onxi ndv pn vmVaix 
^n♦^y d'jb'' p "^rDi : .'jpnnm ^in oiVt 

iwi n^ tip»yn 'NcnD i wt dhk tjiio i'di^dik 
: Tnum Sy ♦» dtp oonsriN di-ik nn» 

TRANSLATION. 

R^dice and h g/aift Conftantina, city of 

the. 
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Coiiftantinople ; yet, wTiat (hould induce 
him to explain, He hath vifited thine ini- 
quity, O daughter 6J Edvm^ ver. 22. as not 
rcterf injj^ to Conjiantina-y but to another cky 

in Italy y a«d which wasalfo peopled by the' 

. ... 

delcendants oF Edom j (is I have (hewn Vol. 
1. p. 1 18.) but thiat thefe things were <v^cU 
known among them, by a received tradition. 
And therefore the prophet faid, •* The pu- 
hidimcnt of thine iniquity is at an end, O 
dai>;/hter of Zion," And then the iniquity cf 
the dr<ughter of Edom, (i. e. Rome) will 
be vilited : agreeable to what Mofes and the 
other 'prophets foretold ; viz. that at the 
time ot the redemption of the nation, God 
wouid take vengeance on all thofe who op- 
prcfled and perfecuted them during this lortg 
^and wolul captivity i as frequently men- 
tioned in the courie of this work. All 
which, is a manifeft proof, that this prophe- 
cy concerning Edom is to be accbrnplilhed 
in the latter days: and which appears to me 
to be drawing nigh. 

Eztkiel alfo prophefied of Edpnj ; lirft, 
chapter xxv^ 12. &c. *^ Thus faith the 

Lord 



ON THE PKOPBtECllltS. 1^3 

JLcTRD God : becaufe Edom hath dealt in ♦ 
talcing vengeance on the houfe of Judah-j 
and they h^ve greatly offended, and avenged 
themfclves upon them j Therefore thus faith 
the Lord <jod : I will ft retch out mine hand 
upon Edom, and will cijt off from it man 

and beaft) &c. 1 will aKp ^cw -f- my 

vtngeance upon Edom by the hand of my 
people Ifra^l ; and they (hall deal with E- 
dbm according to mine anger, and according 
to my fury j and they (hall know my vcnge- 
atice, faith the Lord God/^ This prophe- 
cy can onl^ reftr to the future rpftoratjon of 
rfie nation j ^s the prophet faid, ^* Becauie 
Edom hath dealt in taking ycngeapce oii the 
houfe ofjudah/' And which undoubtedly 
denotes the deftru<Jilon of the fecond temple 
By the* RbmanB ; and becauie they were in 
aJUance with the children of Judah, and yet 
warred agkinfl: them with fuch enmity ; thp 
prophet lays, ♦• And they have greatly of^ 
Ifendod J 'V ' And concerning thf maflacres 
and perfectotion's which they have inflidp(| 
Ujpon them^ during this iopg and drquiiul 

* Heb. In j^vengiog weng^s^a^ . 
f I^eb. 1 will (lYe or beftovir. 

Vol. la C c ieap« 




• * 

captivity, he f^ys. " Ah4 Jivcngod thca^-* - 

feivcs u|^of) thciQ i' And^ %ii to ti)c fxpr^^il* 
fipn, •• Afid 1 will i^t off from it niai> and 
bq»ll<" it is, wcU kdiown, thjit thii did not 
t«kr pl^P!^ iu tho day« ot Nebuphadoe«««iy. 
nor yc^( in the time ot H^r^^nus. B«fidet» 
tl)c vengeance which God is iQ taki^ Qt H^ 

d»^ na» is to be by the h*nd ot his p^plct If-r 
raei^: and which properly denotes cHhcc 
the whole nation, or the tcp tribes,^ called 
the Icipgdum of Ifracl : giud v^ hich I api of. 
opinion, unqveftionably alludes to the rp^ 
cfived tradition aoiong the ancipnt R^bbins^. 
that th^ .^cl<:^ftdai)ta.of Eiay wUl not fall,, 
but by the hands of the defcendaots ef Rnw 
chael : and v^^hiph Abatbanal obfervfs^ .virilt 
be cffedjed^ at the time that the dceadfu]^ 
war (lo otica mentioned in this wof^^ ^H^ 
t|tkc |)lace in the Ii^tjcr dayaj^ for whim th» 
ianiihcs of the north will come up tp b^tt^ej^ 
^e ten tribes will pilp come^ with Meiliah, 
Ben joltph at their hca4 j anjj wiilj areat 
>f^iiti) una tMry, \vill t|»en e^^iv^te yt.nf^ 
jyige on iidona. 

tickici .iiio delivered another prophecy 
concerning Mouiiviieir^ Utapt wucv. 2. &c. 

• * "Thiis 
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OH THft prophecies/ i>$ 

Jl^ ThttI faith the Lord God : Behold, I 
(am) againft thee, O mount Seir, and I will 
Aretah out mine hand againft thee, and wiH 
tfiake thee a defoUtion and an a(lotll(hmenti 
Thy cities I will lay wafte/ a;id thou ihaH 

m 

btdefolate; — ^^Becaufe thou haft boi^he i 
perpetual hatred, and haft (hed * (the blood 
vOf ) the (Children of If rael by the fword, trf 
the time of their calamity/' &c. TJiis proi 
]^ecy» I have already explained, knd (hewn 
tbati it remains to be fulfilled in the latter 
days, at the future reftoration of the na^ 
lion ^. 

, The prophet Joel alfo prophefiisd con* 
ccroing £dom ; (Chap. iii. 19.) << Egypt 
ikall bea defolatibuf and Edom ihali be i 
dilblatt wilderneld >" And I hat^ already 
ibewu (p. 133, &c.) thcit^ Edom<ik\\o\t% x\k 
JLimanSf9Mi that this prophecy remains to 
be accoQOp^iiMMt m tnc latter days, at tht 
tetiirc reitoraitilm ot the nation. * 

. A§ to iimoSi ht delivered two prophecies 
Mficerfuog Edom. Firft. (Chap. i. u.) 
4< Tiltts laith the Lord t For three tranfl 

# Heb. And iMft* po«r out. 

C c a ^reffions 



tf^ Dl8S£RTATIOi^3 

greflions of Edom, and for four, I will iiol 
turn away (the punifhment) thereof;'* dec. 
Tbofe three tranfgrellions which Edom had 
been guilty of» aiid this fourth which Go4 
W(^ula not pa(& by ; werc^ firft, . when Efaa 
Intended to flay Jacob with the fword^ ai 
mentioned, (Gen. xxvii. 41.) ** And i^£ta 
faid m his heart, 6cc. -4- tl^en will I fl<iy my 
brother Jacob. " Second, in the.days of Mor 
ie&, when the children of llVael pa0e(l \>y, the 
borders ot Edom, and feut hin^i t9^iSingeffB 
of peace and aonty*i ** Thus faith thy bro- 
ther Ifrael, &c. Let us pafs, I pray thec^ 
through thy country,'* &c. ButJnfte&dof 
behaviag kindly to Ifrael, in a taatter not 
at all injurious to hini ; hpt in fboie iiiea<* 
fure, rather beneficial; as they €>£^ed to 
pay lor every thing they (boqld w^nt, even 
as much as the water tjiey (hoMl4 drink^ 
.(v# 19.} he aul wered theno i^oughly^ f?Thott 
ihalt not pals by oie^ li^ I come out agaifift 
thee with the fword,:" aoid which be aAu- 
ally did, " And E(^ppi capfie out againilr him 
tvith much people/' Third, at ^betim^ df 

. ' . • 'r the 
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%}\0 de^r}K^iOQ of th^ firfl: temple : for When 
^Nebuchadnezzar came up agamft Jervfalcai^. 
th<; Edpinitesy inftead of pitying the.tahca^ 
bitants of J«rufaleisi» as beicamc neighbours 
an4 rel^rtion^^ rejoiced at their <:alami.ty^ 
made ufe of Veiy reviUqg language, and 
wiihcd tQ tncourage .the d^ftoyersby their ' 
apcl^matiom i as the Pfalfnift fays % '* Re-*} 
xfigimhcr, 'OLo^Pj, the children of Eioai^ 
iu ^heday of Jeruiajlewi.wboiaid, Raff (it},. 
rafe (it}f ^ve^ to the fo^t^dation therept^'* 
But, as to tke de^rudiqn q( the fipcpad ttm-* : 
pk, whidi.was efie&ed. by .the. ^dofpites: 
in^bitants of Rpme^ Jtaiy,, 2(c^ . who fpilt 
th^ blood of the childroi of Jjudab as wf(ter# 
roupd. about Jeriifalem) the^r prophet f^d, 
''And for fouc> I wil^l n9,t^turn away (tho 

£Uui(hxQent) thereof ;'V He then prpceeds 
tqtepumerale/thoff: trajiigreffions : andfii^ft, 
by -the exprcjPloq, *\ bccaofe hepurfuedhis 
brotbj^r yv:itb thpfword,'' he alluded to what. 
£iau intended to do to Jacobs and there*- ^ 
fore4»d fays, kcaufe he purjkt^^bm with i&f 
Avord^i fyii^i^dqos jtot fay, heilcw faim with. 

the 



the iword t for in truth, ht'cMnot do^haf' 
evil 4LA» but ouiy intended it. 

Jooottd» *« And caft*ctf hi« piiy :" this 
adluded to «he time of Mi^e<» wheo Edom* 
had no oompftiSon on l&^, not ^MiktittiAf 
him to pfift-Shroi^h hif'CoilAtry. 

Third, <^ Ahd his angtr tftf« for ettt $" 
this alludes to thc«r ungtnerouA ^dhaviooif- 
at the deftru^liofi of tht &rft^«kiiple' • v#h«a 
th«y. etid^avottred alfe tff tear hmt oftl^ 
ipoii Foi* 1 aitt o* Ofpmion tl«rt li^V dofcs' 
n:>t flgmfy/o^ ev^ir, ftccording tortile en'^if^ 
tranflaeioa ; but io the freyi as in (Geiu: 
t'hi(p: xliJf. *7.) ty i©Jt* -^35 4n the mom?- 
»;> %e tbatl devour it^ ^^. «ee alib Ze^ ^ 
phaii|ftHj(Ch^. iii. 0. 'V* 'Snp When 1 tife^ 
up #0 the prey. So that the rtalfcttfe <rf the 
expreflion is, that in the wrath> fory, ami 
a«»iiM>li(y whkh thtey bore to • Hfaet, tfa^ 
came to teat- if tie prt^ : «lo^'fie«j whatever' 
tho} cettld lay ttoid 00, in liiogdnenil vl^eek< 
ot thUiuation, , . 

' And «oiic«ni|»ng the del^Mlkioft ;0f ^^*- 
condteaapie^ and the^^rty ing che' MitiiMiiih^ 

• Hcb. Defiroy«^ -i* cmtnpteti Kis compalfionv 

to 



16 this long and WQfi;il captivity^, hy the Ro« 
mans, th(; deicciidants of Edon^ he i^aid|» 
** And he kept hU wrath perp?ta?illy t" Foi; 
on Ec^0^^t of the length of this inii«r»hl4ll 
<;aptiYity<9 the prophet made vif^ of ti^e l^rq)^ 
ny3 eUrnally* Audi concerning hi$ p«}nii|>k 
ment hefaid,^ ** But J will ftnd afire opo© 
Temanj, wbiifh ftall devour the, pat^ci^s of 
IBoUrah/' For this includes ill the ?oiim- 
tries of ^dojpji whether Teipan a city of Idu* 
X^Zp i}eiir the land c^ IfraeU or 3otfrah, ano% 
th^ wcU jpiown city of ^dom, »• %^ ^oxxxc^ 
7k% 1 h^ve alce^dy (hewn^ Hence ^ it 19 ma>- 
nifeiij^ ih»t thi^ prophecy h^th nev?r y^it 
boea accomplilhed^ tmt lemains to be fi^« 
complifhed iB the Utter day 9« 

We^ aUp find th^t Amos delivered aaothttr 

fc . • ■ * * 

prophecy CQtKxrping ^clpnj, ^CHap.i^ i itm 

IX,} "In that day I will raife «p the fallea 

ts^t^enaci? of Pavid* &c.— <-Th« they may 

^otids the remnaut g^ £dp{p»" $cc. AiKJ 

vvhicu 1 h»v6ai4r«9dy U^ewti^ h^^h iievfr bcea 

ag^ofqj;li(beU, t»t(t will certainly be aofuim* 

ph^icd ia the k|t(«r day »> by the hafnds^ q| 
tiio true Meifia^. 




■»A ' DISSERTATIONS ' 

" As to the prophecy of Malachi, (Chip^ 
!• 2 — 4.) I fhall only obfcrvc, that the pro- 
phet clearly ihews the diftindion between 
the two brethren Jacob and Efau j the for« 
nier of whom God loved ; while he hated 
the latter; fo that although they (hould 
build, yet would he throw them down j 
and they (hall repiain perpetual monuments 
of his vengeance, on account of their extras- 
ordinary wickednefs; and that he would 
therefore have indignation againfl thctn/br 
ever: and which undoubtedly denotes, the 
puniftiment which God will infliA onthein 
in the latter days, at the future rcftoratio4 
of the nation ; when he will make their ha- 
bitations an inheritance for the ferpcn^s of 
the defert ; nearly as Ifaiah faid of the pa- 
laces of Botfrah, i. e, Rome. ** And in hei» 
palaces ftiall fpring up thorns,- — -* And ifhe 
fhall become an habitation for dragons^'' &:c^ 
See Vol. I. p. 214. &c. 

As to what David prophefied concerning 
Edom, in the different Pfalms he compo- 
fed J I (hall, to avoid repetition, take notice 
of them, when I come to the explanation 
pt thofc Pialms ; anjs} Aall now proceed 

to 
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VB the explanation of the prophecy under 
CAiiiideration. 

*'The vifion of Obadiah. Thus faith 
tlie Lord God concerning Edom. We h^v^ 
hbacda report from the Lord^ and an am^ 
bafTador b lent among the nations ; (faying). 
Rife ye J and let us rife up againft Her to 
-war. Behold, I have made thee fmall among 
the nations : thou (art) greatly defpifad.*^ 
On a fupcrficial view of the firft part of thiB 
pfophe<y^ it might appear, as if the prophet 
had propheiied concerning the land of Edom, 
or Idumex, near the land of Ifrael, efpecialiy 
feom the expreffian^ *'.I have made thea 
fmall araoggtlicn^tiops: thou (art) greatly 
ddpifed/': But this will be fouxjd, not to be 
^real feni^ of the prophecy. However, 
b^tciwc proceed to the explanation of the 
prophecy, it is . neceffary to take notice of 
the mianiier in which laipc of the Hebrew 
Qommentators have explained the firft verfat 
attd.whtchia this. That both Obadiah, and 
Jeremiah faw the fubjefl: matter of the de,. 
iirvaion.of Edom in their different vifions; 
and that therefore^ the prophet faid, we have 
heard from the JLoiUst ; that i?, other pro^ 
Vol. HI. p.^ phet3 



p] cte befides hiin» have alfo heard and fyem 
this vifion : for the verfe is to be uoderftoodp 
as if tranipofed thus. *' The vifion of Oba^ 
diah. We have httrd a report from the 
Load/' and that is, ^^Tbus faith the LoRb 
God conccraiug £dom. -And an ambaflTa^ 
dor ih fent among the tiations :*' And which 
figure, is made ule of» to (hew the fpreadtnf 
ot the report^ that all nations (hoiild cooicr 
up to v/^x againft the land of Ldom# finC 
this, as Abarbanal obierves^ is not coufarm*^ 
abJe to the latiguage, nor tlie lubjc^ And 
firft, as to the language of the prophet, **And 
an ambaffador*" &c. ^ovv, if this had beea 
tiie beginning of the prophecy* (as it muft 
be accordiog to their expianaticNi) he would 
not have laid "^'^ with vau conjunctive } jgs 
there was uo preoedii^ featirnce to join it to* 
Secondly, as to the iiibjcd, how cao it be 
fuppofed that the difierent kinga of the 
earth, fliall ariie withput any apparent caufe. 
to make war againfl to infignificant a coun- 
try as £(lom i And therefore, Abarbanal ob* 
ferves.that the>iubje6fc matter of this, is^what 
he. hath To often mentioned, (and wKich 
hath been alfo noticed in die warfc of this 

, . t^ork) 
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ON THE PROPHECIES. 103 

Work) VIZ. That the Chriftian nations will 
eiicc again attempt the conqueft ot Jerufa- 
1cm, as they have already done fcveral times : 
And as the holy land is at prcfent under the 
dominion of the Porte, as k alfo Egypt; 
they vs^ill therefore fir ft attack and ficze on 
the latter. This, will at length roufe all the 
Mahometans, both of the eaft and the north; 
and who wilt then fay to each other, ^*Comii 
in the name of our God^ *ahd let us take 
vengeance ou them; for what they have done 
in Egypt, and preferve the holy land, fo that 
k fall not into their hands :*' and, thil^ is iAe 

m 

nport^ which they will hear from the Lord; 
for all tilings proceed from his hand*. And 
fo this piirpofe, is it, that the pro|)het fays, 
and an ainbalTador is fent among the na-' 
tions* And thus faid Jeremiah, when pro- 
phcfying ctf the dcftruftion of Edom, m the 
latter day s^ In conlequence of that dreadiul 
war Ihe is to be involved iu ; " And an 
^mbaflador is tent among the nations, (lay* 
ing) aflemble yourfelvcs, and come againft 

• And thtts fays Solomon, «Thc k ug'i heart (ii) 
in flic tend of the L6tt>, (ai) the river* of water: he 

fcaeib it wbicberfiievcr he mWU"^ prov« nu u 

»<i* her. 
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Ber, and arife to * battle." Aad Ezekiel, 
^hen foretelling the future dcftrudtipn -f- of 
•EgyP*» fay$:J;, "In that day mclTeagers (hall 
go forth Irom me in (hips» to make Ethio^ 
pia afraid that dwelt fecurelyf and great pain 
ihall come upon them, as in the day of 
Egypt I for lo» it cometh.*' Heuce alfo the 
expreflion of Obadtab, *^ Thus faith the 
1/)RD God concerning Edom#'' He hath 
pronounced, aqd decreed this on £dom $ 
that is, that tke nations ihall fay one to the 
cther^ •* We hate heard a report from the 
JLoRO t*' that is, their dolors, preachers^ 
tec. will tell them^ that they will ferve God, 
by going up to war againft them : and there* 
fore, th^ will fend ambailadors one to th# 
ether, faying Rife yo > and let ui riie up m 
War againft her^ 

After this introdudion,the prophet in ver^ 
3^ addrefles himfelf to £dom : '^ Behold, t 
have made thee Imall among the nations : 
thou (art) greatly dcfpifed/* Behold, ill 
old time, thy ruling power was^vcry limit*^ 

• Jeremy xlix* 14. 
f Vide JtrcU and AJbarbsnial in toe* t Esclu ux. §• 

tedf 
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^kd; for I made thee (mall among the na« 
tioDs^ &c. And which the prophet fpok« 
of Mount Seir ; for thus originally was E-- 
dom or Idumea adjoining to the land of If* 
raeh But^ when thou didft poiiefs Italy, and 
fixed the feat of thine empire at Rome^ theti^ 
(ver. 3.) <* The pride of thine heart hatk 
deceived thee/' Then didft thou form the 
icheme of univerfal dominion. 
. The prophet then, to purfue the limiie, 
bys, ^^ He chat dwelieth in the clefts of the 
rock, (in) his high habitation, hath laid in 
bis heart. Who fhail bring me down to the 
ground i' For thy ruling power was fo great#s 
as to boaft that, no one could bring thee 
dbwn to the ground. And therefore, Go4 
tells her, ver. 4. ^^ Though thou exalt thy^ 
Celf as the eagle, and though th#u £et thjp 
Deft among the ftars ; thence will I bring 
thee down, faith the Lord/" And thug 
alfo fays Jeremiah*; ^'Thy terriblcnefs hatlki 
deceived thee,'' &c; And which is to the 
lame purpofe. 

The prophet then proceeds to (hew thetir 
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> ^ - ] 

former ftatcand condition; vcr. 5 — 9. •• I^ j 
thieves had come unto thee, if the robbers 1 
of the night; how art thou cut * off! Would 
they not have ftolen till they had enough ? 
If grape gatherers had come unto thee, would 
they not have left gleanings of grapes ? How 
is Efau fearchedout ! (How are) his hidden 
things enquired after ? All the men 6f thy 
confederacy have brought thee to the border; 
the men who ^f* were "at peace with thee^ 
have- deceived thee, (and) have prevailed 
againft thee : (they who ate; thy bread, havfe 
laid a wound J under thee ; (there is) none 
underftanding in thee §. 

This part of the prophecy; fcveral of the 
Hebrew commentators explain as referring 
to the future deftrudtion of £dom ; and that 
l9le prefer teiife is here made ufe of, inftead 
€)f xhtjuture^ ias is frequent in prophetic lan^ 
guage. But Abarbanal underftands it a% 

Really pall 5 and therefore, I am of dpiiiiorti 

< 

• And fome anderftand \u as dcQollQ|;a fiUnt deea 
fleep. Vide Jona. &Jarchi»in Loc, 
* f Hcb. The men of thy pesce. , » 

\ Ott a fnare. 
§ Hcb. In him ; B| is comitioii )h {Mrophcticl; liofuag^^ 

'•* that 
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that it properly is to be conGdertd, a$ allu^ 
ding to apart of the Roman hiftory. For 
a§ I have obicrvec} above, tha{ when the E« 
domites became poiTeiieci of Italy, and fixed 
the leat ot their empire at Rome, they became 
jyou4 and arrogant; the prophet theretore; 
Informs us now> that notmthftanding all 
their pride and grandeur, yet, were they fore- 
ly offiidtefiyhy the lurrounding nations, at 
difiereut time$ ; and even their capitol . ta«« 
ken, lacked, and burnt, by the Goths,Gauls»« 
" and Vandals ; a^ is. well known from hilto-» . 
ry : but th^ni they were not entirely defo*^ 
lait^, or fubdued ;' but generally recovered 
th^f^ fevere: loiTet i and fUH rejtained their 
power and glory : and therefore, the pro«p . 
p4iet laid, **, If thieves have come unto thee, 
if robbers by night:'* that is^ altfaougli thine « 
Cfiemies have at times come upon thee fud«% . 
denly, as tliieves, or robbers by night ; yet,.; 
did they not totally, deftr oy thee ; as he far* * 
tber obierves, .Would they not have flolea 
till they had enough ? If grape gatherers 
hacl come unto tbee, would they not have 
Idc gleaniiigs of grapes i And thus they 
really did| as» they did not wholly confumc- 

Ldom. 
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E^m. For notwithftanding all the de^fta^ 
tion that was at difleient times brought up«- 
•II her ; yet did fhe Aill maintain her power 
and dominion. 

The prophet alfo ohfervcs by way of fur- 
prlfe and aftonifhment, ^* How is Efaii 
iearched out ! (How are) his hidden things 
enquired after V* That is» how came thy (e-* 
crets thus to be divulged to thine enemies 1? 
But the anfwcr to this,is^ ^•The men of thy 
confederacy have brought thee to the bor- 
der : the tAtn who were at peace with thec^ 
have deceived thee^ (and) have prevailed 
againft thee ; (they who ate) thy bread, have 
laid a wound under thee ;" &;c. That this is 
an cxad defcription of the Roman common-^ 
wealth in former times, need not be in^ed 
on I as it mud be manifeft tp ev^ry one^ the 
leaft converiant in its hiftory. For, Was ihe 
Aot often brought to the AorJer by the men > 
i)f her confederacy ? Was (he not pftea 
brought to the Srvti of dcflru^ion by hes 
own citizens i Of thisj we have many in« 
ftances recorded in hiftory ; but a moil re* 
markable one in the life of Coriola/ius, who 
itk refentment for the treatment hf had re-. 

ceivcd 



netted hgm thft Republic^ wagioi a inoft fa* 
arioifa atidcdteadfu} war againft hpr i for be^ 
ing fupported by tl)« F(;^^« h$ laid ^qge to 
Rome^ afxd reduced }t to thr pv^tpft dU^refs: 
atid upon t}^ return of rhp pri^ftS| whp werfp 
iihzf jgii4 with tl^e third deput^tioo, to (^xm^ 
Jure (lortdfoHuSn by the refpe«9: he owed to 
thi^igpdsy to grant pteace to bii country^ but 
which he refufedj th& Kotmns^ looked up* 
on Hit republic as loft ; th^ men ran in difw 
ocder to the walls^ and die women in dcf^ 
|Nur to the temples, efpebially to that of Jn^ 
pitep in the Capitol, where, witfa^tears in 
thcdr eyes, they implored of the tutelar gods 
Qf Rome the prefervation of their ppuntry, 
tjieii. on. the brink of O^ i and whlph it moft^ 
certainly. wQ^id. have beih, had it pot been 
for j^ jsttempt 0f \xU mother, and the 
Roman niatrons. Thus it is manifeft, that 
thofe who 4te btr brtgd^ 6cc. prevailed agamft 
]^» Tbefe tragical fcenes, ihe often expe«i 
ntasf^ afterwards, in confeqaence of thj0 
diferent: c:onfpiratties, civil wars, &c. fo- 
mented within her, byhferowh children. 

^ And. tJnlv. hifi. Vol. ^ ]>• M. &c« 

Vol. lit E c Such 
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Suith wercy the civil wars of Ntarfus zc^ Syl^ 
hf 6cc. &^c. and which filled Roine with 
bloo^-andilaoghtcr* ^ 

Heace it ia plain> that tlie ptof^t by 
this figurative language^ ihewed what hath 
happciMd to iRt)nie dforctinie; in order to 
homhle her pride^ by (hewing the degraded 
condition £he had [o often been reduced to i 
and al!(ci to (hew that, in the fature war in 
the latter day6» the cafe will be. widely dif« 
ferent : for notwithflanding all the cala- 
mities brought on her foi;merlyy yet^ was (he 
not wholly deftroycd j .but generally reco- 
vered herfelf ; and often fhone forth with 
greater power and glory* But in the latter 
tiays, it will notbefo: as the prophet lays, 
ver. 8—9. *' Shall 1 not in thatd^,laith 
the LoRP, even deftroy the wife inen ftopi 
Edom, and underilanding from the mount 
of Elau ? Thy mighty men, O Teman, ihall 
alfo be dismayed ; to the end that every one 
may be cut off from^ the mount of £fau by 
ilaughter/' That there (hall not remain a 
man of all thofe that go up to this war, but 
what fhall be (lain : for this war will not 
be like the former wars in which Edom was 

en- 
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engaged : for although, great numbcfs o( 
them were flain in thofc wars, yet, wcrd 
there fome gleanings of grapes left > but In 
this war, there Will be none left i for ^vcry 
one will be cut off from the rrtoiint of fifaii/ 
by meanr of tht prodigious gr^at flaiight^;* 
that will then b6 among them. 

The prophet then informs us, why thiiy 
(hould thus be puniihed in futh aA extrtbry 
dinary. manner : ver. lo. " Fbr (thy^ vlo- 
leoce againft thy brother Jacob, fhimtf 
fhdl cover thee, and thou (halt be cut off 
for ever.". For the violence that they com- 
mitted in the deftru Aion of Jerufalem, add 
carrying the children of Judah captive; stfld 
alfo unmercifully oppreiiing them during this 
long and dreadful captivity : therefore (hame 
(hall cover theri^, and they (hall be cut ofE 
for ever : fo that no gleanings (hall be lef^ 
of them ; neither (hall they ever be reilbrcd 
to power again, as it was aforetime* * 

The ptophet then proCMdt in a more am* 
ptified manner, - to paj-ticularize the diiTer^ 
ent injuries which Edom did to Jacob, both 
at the time of the deflru<flion of the firft 
temple^ and diat of thefecond j as alfo their 

E c a cruel 
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cruel oppteffiob and perfe^ution of. tite lu- 
tion durip^ thi« long ^nd wof«I caji^^iyity^ 
called b| the Rs^bhUi«« th« captivity of Edomt 
tp4 thirefor^, the prophet faid* Fot (thy) 
violent^ againft «by broUict Jacpibi ^«iwr 
^60)7 f0)Mr r^«|. apd thou ihalt be cuf of for 
tner* In this verfe* the prophet alluded to 
the deftrudion of I^oth the fir ft and iecQnd 
temples : and* becaufe* the deftru^ioti orif the 
fitft teinple was effefSted by the BabylqtiuU 
«n«i and the Edomitea were not the 4e^^, 
era thereof* but rejoiced at the doimi^Uof 
the nation 1 and fpolpe bamth^i^f againil 
them: therefore* for thii» faid thf pr^fiiie^ 
fimeJbaU cvoer tbee^ But* . n ^<t ffoond 
temple wu deftroyed by the chU<lrei) of ^ 
doin (i. c* the Romans) themfelv^s* b« (aid, 
mU ibouJhoU be cut off for tur^ . Shtdt be 
totally deftfoyed. And. tberefwci the pr«, 
phetinver. 11— ri4-,fp«c»6csthe pwticu- 
lars* And firft, cQjutfprn'mg the de&nOim 
of the firft templei, he Aid, ** I^ the day that 
tliQU ftoodeft on tht; otheJi M^t m. the di^ 

that ftranjg;ers carried away cap.^ve his fyfr 
ces^ and foreigners entered his gate^/' Menu* 
iiig the Babylonians, who took^ *^:<^t^ 

ed 



f4 Jprtffalen ;- ai he farther fayiyr^! An4 
(l^hcp) tb^y c$ft Jots ar> Jcrjjfikl<rnif"^^!aii(i 
iheitfore, *• Thou alfa (wait) ^* 9ne ,qf 
thep/^ ..For, dUhopgb thou waft. not the 
deftroyer of Jer^fst^^ f y^t, as thoo waft 
there at |the time of th« deftru^tion^ ai)4 
dk}ft.xejoice thereat^ thquf a^t to bf fopG-n 
(if^ed in the fame lighl as 91KP ^f ^t|iein.. 
I . The prophet then pr(}ceeds ^ parti(;ula<<* 
flj^ff his evil popenfions f ver. la. *^ Bot 
thw Xhoiildeft not ^ve^looked (with de* 
ligjf^i) ob the d^y pf thy toother, on the day 
when h^ h?€>p3^ (k ftranger/' It was not 
propci'f nor decorctui fou; thee fi> to da« And 
what y^asitiU fs^ore repreheniiblen thou didft 
rejoice over their calamity > as he iays» '^Nci- 
th9( QtQuldeft thou have rejoiced over the 
chUdvcnof Jud^f in the day that they were 
d^^pyed ;'' And what was ftill more hiajne* 
flblej thgii did ft exprefs thy&lf proudly to^ 
waidt them : as In the latter part of the 
veribi ^^ Nor have n>^nificd thy words ip 
the c^y of diftr^ft/' BM ^U |his» thoo didft 
dp At thptime of the dcfl;rudion o^the firft 
temple, by the Babylonians : and for which* 

the prophet (uiAf ** Hiame ihall cover thee/' 

Agtetm 
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Agreeable to what Solomon fatid*, **Go not 
forth haftily to (a) (Irlfe, left (thou kndtir 
not) what to do in the end thereof, when 
thy neighbour putteth thcc to ihatnc/* The 
proper meaning of which is/ that when men 
arc ftriving together, go not forth haftily, 
to view the faid Arife; left peradventure, oac 
of the cbhtending parties, ihould be thj 
friend : and when he perceives, that thou 
haft feen him engaged in ftrife; and didft 
not aftift him : \m will afterwards put thee 
to fhame, for the lukewarmnefs of thy 
iriendftiip, hi that thou didft ftand on did 
other fide, in the hour of his contenfion; and 
in this manner^ the prophet faid htx^^Jhame 
Jhall cover ihet. 

In ver. 13, the prophet fpeaks of what 
they did at the deftrudlion of the fecond 
temple : '*Thou fhouldeft not harve entei-cd 
into the gate of my people, in the day oi 
their calamity :*' Was it fit and proper, that 
ye, vvho arc the defcendants of Efau the bro- 
ther of Jacob, (hould behave as did Nebu- 
chadnezzar and the Babylonians j that 19^ to 

t * . ' »t 

• fror. XKH, %• 

en- 
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euter the gates oF Jcrufalem, to defttoy it ? 
Catftmlf Qot. And therefore the prpphct 
laid» ^* thou fliouldeft not have entered into 
tbe|;ate of my people/Mn like manner as he 
faidabove^ (ver. x i.) ^^ And (when) ftran^ 
gers entered his gates;*' When they befieged 
and took Jeruialem> and thus entered it$ 
gates to dcAroy it. And this, thou didfl on 
the day of his calamityt on the day that God 
had decreed for the pant(hment of their ini- 
quities^ And thus faid Exekiel^, '' Because 
Edom hath dealt in taking vengeance on the 
houfe of Judah/' &c. And Joel f peaking of 
the deftruftion of Edom, fays-f , •*For (their) 
violence againft the fons of Judah, becauie 
they filed innocent blood in their land/* All 
which allude to the deftrudion of the Se- 
cond temple. 

And now, I would wi(h to call the atten*- 
tion of the reader to* what the prophet faid 
in the remaining part of the verfe, «« Thou 
alfo (houldeft not have looked (with delight) 
on his affltftion, in the day of hts calamity : 

^ Bzek. xxf« II. See M> page 195, Ice. 
\ Joel, iiu 19* Set alfo paje 133, See* 

nor 
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tibt. hvft laid* (Jttnds) on his ittii(bdce« im. 
the day of hii cahnUty,," Herc^ the pro* • 
pfaet informs us oin waity, thk IMveiofinB: 
mentiooedi and whish is^ Thgtthi^^btldrifr' 
ofEdbm^ fiiil inha))dtedMo90| Jtir^ttot 
that iStcir wards wh'^ii they ^Q%poSM&oax€\ 
Italy; many of l^o& that were in mK>tifit 
Seir» eqijgrated td Rome t iiowereri^ then 
were yet great numbers of them 1^ in Idtt# 
raea ; and who were fnbdued by Hyrpanus 
daring the time of the ^cond temple ; ainh 
wheir Titus came upagainft Jeru&letn^'ihe^ 
Idumeans to the amount of tiventy tboufim^^ 
camel^to their afliftancef a but this waa men^^ 
^outitde j for when they. fa w th^.downfidl o£ 
Jieruffliemi and that the children. o£Jodah> 
were tb be carried into captivity ; thcyji tbc&t/ 
alio laid their hands on the fpoilv All this^ 
the prophet hath here (hewn ; for in reigard 
of the Edomitqs, i. e. the Romajos who* 
jarred againft Jerufalem^ he iaid^ H<Thoa 
Ihottldefl not have entered into the gate of 
my people, in-th« ijay of their caiam|Q^r^ 

* Some bf, thtf were invitfd by. th^ ^e^fim* . 
t Jof, Bell. Jud. Ub. IV. C«p. 7». 

And 



ll«jC* ba^e loa|l«^ (\witli 4eUgM^) op: tis ^t 

p«r th#l |be €ll9l4ir«^i» of Edom^ mhabitofH>l 
cf Italy, ; AiouWm*ci? tbfiig*t€» ol rajjj^^ 
ladeftroy it; l!b,wa& it not fittiag fi)« jp 
IdiAmeau«9 i»ba&it^jDr4;s of ldr«i£nea> to )oq^ 
{vfith 4?Uj^t) on bk afHUliQ^» a«d,tpr l^jf 
yoliF ][¥in# on his ful^ance;, ^to &»:i% tk* 
ffffil ; for ihie prophet by hi% ptdphetw powT 
f i^> 0»t«f)ed into (b^ iftal \Hew of thofe tvkf 
otttwardfy appMrod as ffieixds, but inivavdi* 
]j iwwe h^ttt Oft mifchiely a3 it proved, ia^t 

kft. ^Tlms^ tb« |Mr6f>bet ih^ewed tho ^ 

htkvuaat o/i ill the £dofime^» At theitnir 
of the <kftru£tioft of the ioco&d tempk^ t 
Tbe pcopbet then proceeds to fpeak ef 
their cruelty to the mtion. when in cof tt*^ 
?ity$ ver.^ 14^ '^ Neither ftooldefl: the* 
have fteodih the crois^^vty^ to cutoff tboft 
•f bis . that dbapcd z. nop have ddimred up 
thofe of his that remained^ ia the day of diT^ 
t^s»'' Thus bare they deilroyed^ and deli*^ 
Vered up the remnant of die nation to deaths 
durmg ibiS long and woful captivity. Asd 
Vou. Ul. F f for 
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for all wbi^h^ the prof^et arinottncss the 
vengeance that is to be taken on them : ven 
15 — 16* •* For the day of the Lord (is) 
near upon all the nations. As thou haft 
done, it fhall be done unto thee : thy deal^ 
ing fhall return upon thine ownhead."" 
The prophet heire fhew6 that, when the day * 
of the Lord fhall arrive, he will take ven^ 
geance on all the nations ; that is^ as wdl 
on thofe who deflroyed . the firft temple^ 
as thofe who deflroyed the fecond; and 
perfecuted the nation while in captivity : 
but Edom fhall be punifhed in an exem- 
plary manner, for the blood of the nation^ 
which they fhed : and therefore their dealing 
ihall return upon their own head : as the 
prophet farther obferves inver. 16. *• Fof 
as ye have drunken upon mine lioly rnoun* 
tainj'* Here the prophet addrefTcs his own 
people, the children of Jacob, of whc^he 
had fpoken above ; and to whom he deli^ 
vercd this prophecy; and tells them, as ye 
have drunk deep of the cup of calamity; 
<f So fhall all the nations round about drink 
continually •/' All the nations ; whether it 
1)C thofe that dcflroyed the firfl temple, or 
they who deflroycd the fccond^ or thofe 

that 
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tfalt • f$t£teQ$sii i them '■ m> iczj^y/ky $ iihftll -. 
aU>drink of ebe bitter £up : ymi - th^. 0iail . 
drittk itfefc^sbtiy, . till thejibe utterly xmo*'> 
faftied ; as inthc lattJer'4iMmber of tbe vejofe, . 
«¥ea» Tllejf»'4lall dciiilii gjnd fhaU fit^allow 
(fowa i aad tb^^ftiall be as thougb'they J)a4< . 
i^bc bean.V ttAnd, uilthoagb 'the iliaughtst^ , 
\irrlt be (<y ^Iretat 'aa)angitbei>qatioias.iiijbis^i 
-«ii^^j^etv iHat|jal) thofe 9f ; the Jewtili >na-.: 
tioti,! ' whd I'ihali ' 'tbeni ihe in thchdy .lasd^) 
be^favedi ^#v r^* '^"Bufuponmou^.^oa: 
ihall be deliverance^ : :atid there AaW bej 
Holineii t atitb'^ilu^&qf Jacobtihallpdrw 
ie& there polieiiionsw" iThe ivholei'iitt^,. : 
tfbth tb« kiri^dbm-qf'tMdyi; and thb king.: 
di6m of'^i^i* t^el tiienp^alfl ^ rcitura2;!:i&(rt 
1lhi^^Vte4fi4i^ctttd4d'i»ithe term, tb6toii^\ 
^'^^tin^^' \,%H\Mijy. ^i> -dtfcended ^fromi hiit 

^ht^aafl»9-Ts/if(i^;JpWflerty of^obj* .. , .^i 

^^-Thd' ^p)fi^ ^<^ proceed to. j(peakpavi4 
l^lady^^oF'the<tttfimIbf ili9«^> tribcB |; 
ib^'that%e^Wil»lM> {jpotiHftr^'infthnn^ 
»Pitt^thedeflrklloft c^itheiioafe of £iau ; 

V iz ?grtfca- 



as >alceaify. nv»t|ioiMyiAs iMKriluR ^ ^A^sfinn :. 

of JiiK •dbfcof«kti«fLifll'iJi«isbA)^.4ti4 (twrnr 

of «he labttis sjS. ^hp^nofs, th **A»i 
tht' heafii o£ Jaii|[^<>duU bna iire;* f»fl ' t^ 
boiife >of 5o%ib;a ifl»a» 3 aicl ^ 1i9i»i«: i^l 

foe tlie JhOrs 'hadi. rpokeoitiVv ' / 

aitsr tthe itntal dfiftruaSmi' «i£'ftlM) iMUlie^f 
£^! die iMuTe of i#r<iph.t0ltkil<iM>iil^'^ 
namotiaf£faa« icarQr)«iod^iiiK|t»4^«at£piigi^, 

fliaiLfBDfieft itkc.!fliK)«utaiB 'l>f.ri^%tl #°4 
(ibd^ |of^ the :{iliii|i.tfibi ^liftilifii:: ,W 
they fhall pfl&fiiitlie fcJl^&ff^^fll)r*Wb ;«mI 

from: Itbrate iNMtoilii «;tt >4w j>)«»^>»^ 

lipd 



h$4'9i Ca^WmL Wki^ ifp«'|:M«t)PK)F.4ii4/& 

J^ ,1^5. awn. -nb/c prftpM ifpfi^trs (ip cfion 

Hbt J^iblfi.i the tx^^tars .of twiwbf Iwi? 

as ^*A"i. )id)^l|.,^g^;4^ 4«t J^* f .bf^t_ this 4« 

•:.V/>jijjg ArcHbifhoir cJf Armagh^ tfbte on Mi, i« 

jcfluret that we ihould read nrVn niVa% Ami this taptivU 
iy ** Whent^jl U ilMP^UcIt l^9Jt» thii it^^fy coniiftt in 
4mitki£ dvum tht text, from nTn"^nn n^;n, to TXf>T\ niV:j% 
Sn^llent Critlcirmi COn* 
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contrary* to the prdper grammatic - fortA of 
the laiigtiage^ as iris written .without* yed ; 
Afaarbahnl'U therafor e of opinionj^thiit hhn isT 
from the* fame root a^ the follawing*i vrtn 
^3n The plague wmiigtm^ wS !jnn Bigin 
to poffcfil, "?n« mri OWXhis izflwUi begin, 
Befide9 a number of others of the fame deri- 
vation ; but which are all- written without 
yod : fh that the re^l fehfe of the paffagei 
acGOrding to Abarblnal is. That as tUd ptch 
phet had iaid in the^ ' preceding verfe; And 
(they of) the fouthihaU'pbiifefs the moun-^ 
tain of ^ Efau ; he- how moce ' particularly 
fpccifics who, or^ whom , it is, th^t (had! \k 
the inhabitants 6f tile fbuth, anid Ihall in 
the latter days pbflcfs' the n^oant of £fiiu $ 
ioi^ they are thofe, who at flic tiiiid'trf'" the 
firft captivity, were carried to the* " lahd of 
Edom : fbr as their were carried* there, and 
fufibred fuch dreadful' afi^idions ; they there- 
fore fhail pofTefs the principal part of their 
jcountry ; . and this is what he ji^eant by 
ntn ^T\7\ Thx\ And(th€)h$guinmgofthii€ap^ 
tivity^ of the childrten <)f Ifrael ; Yof which; 

♦ Sec Lirigtia Sacra RiSik Wr^''^ : 

tip 
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the captivity of the fecond temple was a 
continuation) and into which they went, as 
did the Canaanitcs yrhen driven out of their 
own Jand ^ even thus went the children of 
Ifracl in thi$ latter captivity into Greece, and 
Italy, unto D&llf Tfarphath^ \. e. France* 
And alfo the captivity of Jerufalem^ which 
was in T)DD Sephamd^ i. e. Spain, from the 
time of the firft captivity : thofe and thefe, 
fball all inherit the mountains of the fouth: 
fdr» as their captivity was under Efau, the 
Almighty hath decreed that they (hall have 
the entire poffeffioii of all the countries be*' 
longing to Efau. So that the prophet here 
fpoke of both the captivities 5 the firfl: and 
the laft : and concerning all thofe that were 
thus carried captive, whether in the firft, or 
fecond captivity, he prophefied of their re<* 
demption and falvation* 

And Abarbanal obferves^ that it is well 
known that there were Jews in Spain from 
the time of the dcftrudion of the firft tem- 
ple J and who were brought thither by a 
certain king of Spain named Pyrrus\ the fon 
in law oi Hi/panm^ who gave the name, to 
Spain 5 for they both attended Nebuchadnez- 
zar 
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2ar to the ficge of Jecdfal^m > as ho £ijes^ be: 
ftnind inr andenrt Sjlvnirftr atMrfaporsr. Sor kir 

c6fni»ent on the laA cHarptrr df tbtt-iii. Boob 
of Kifigsi. Bm ^ccmdmg to* tke authotrt* of 
tbe ancient uniwer&l^ hiAofy^ I fbottidrsitiKf 
fvtppoie^ that' they weAf bfOQght tbere by* 
DsfebtichadiftHiizzatf him^ielf :• for th^y^ %A 
ipeakiDg of the di^^^reof u'ati^iiX dials got^' 
verrijid &pam> obfcf ve *, *« Laftly> Neftm^ 
^ chadndis^ar^after theddbrti6tkftiiol^Jttre« 
^ faloiin^. and conqueft o£ Juiiear^ is tiSitmedy 
hy Jofitphus^ and Stfi^aW,^ to have le^fMd 
riiae ye»is in^ Spain-f* ,^aA the dnd ef whisfe 
^ period It is faidv he abanebudd^ it to thd 
^ CaMbigk)^mDs: though k ii^piroiKKbk^as^fehet 
^ SpuHk writer affifim^ tbati n greatt^ pam 
'^ of tlie nnnveiroias hoAy which' be had 
brought virith him>. firttkii thevcj^ aO({ 
built cities and cafties^whalch ^ycaHed 
faj t^eir own^ or fbame Chaldtte rf toiea f by 
^ whick^ they naay AiU- be traced to ihdr 
^^ wi^:^«" AoccM'din^g: tb this aceouat^ ic 

* Anc. Cni. hift: Vol. XVl. p. J78. &c. 
f tidt LW. Becad. iv. 6aribai. L». V* Cap'. 4* 
Y^f» ivAv^ aim. U« €4 1 )» k 2Q4« 
} Vakr^Maofifi Kb.* VI1L« cap. 14^ 
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« highly ^prtjb^btef ttof aoujng th? mtaie-* 
tpus^hoft^ (hat; JMebtifchadnc;pzdr .bsrougtet 
wMhJiico/ ch^iMifiiq man/ Jews ; d{:^«> 
aUy^as itJ^afo^reoeDUpaftcrthc coi^qimeft 
Qjfljad«avia Piititbil whiidi^ppcjara tio aic.tCfe 
be highly; faMOi&able to .this hypothflfis, iss. 
that they who ithus Toaiai^ncd in Spairn gave 
CJ^a/dee , nzwssi • M. {otaa. gf* the cities^ &c« 
NaWi itisiweilkoovroyiblidt ^ohdoiiotmctr^ 
ly.ihc reiidcnce of i^tba- ppmber of Jqws, 
was: always oailed^D^IOibsiia by ail «h6jQir«^ 
i/h^.wfiiccvstf and whkh itisclear^is dcri^ved 
Umm n^l^ ia tbeXhaldoe^ which dcnofeft 
caJiingQutz^.^nd^xtMn^ ib called by thexq^ed 
account . of 0'7t2)'?2>^i^/>^ Meing cajkout from 
their, own country r for .the name of the 
place before, wa^, (as Abarbaoal obierves) 
Birqfiday or Ftrizfila. ^nd J:hus were otllcr 
{places, called by them» though in process of 
tioa^, tlicy were, changed and loft** — r:Andf 
althoMgb there, arenot at prefcnt any Jews 
in Spain^ (at leaft .any ^ known as fuch)yet» 
as God (is) not a nvan^ that he;ihould:lie» 
we muft prefume to underftand the words 

t See Gans inTfemach David, &c. foU xlk i. U i* &c. 

Vpi.. III. G g of 



of the prophet^ a$ denottiig^ that thbfe of 
(h< ci^ptivityy Vfho had dwdil in Spain, and 
ifH^e bauifhed thenco ^ ihoukl^ either them-- 
kU^S9 or their defcebdants, inhark the ci-« 
tk^id the foath, 6cQ. And it may alfo be 
unde^ftood, as* referring to thoie of the na- 
tion, wlio thrbugh the numberlefs mafia« 
cre^ perfecutions, and bani(hnientt, which 
ihey fufff^red in Spaip,. &c. had not fafScient 
iprttibde to fupport . them ; and tfaeiefore 
ikuaifd to apoftktizt, irnd <;mbrace Chriftian- 
ky} :ai» aiceady^mentionedf : and whacon- 
feqoeotly' jrenf>ained <iil Spain and France* 
Yet, thefe, fhall aU return, and feck the 
Lox.D their God, and David their king : fo 
that t^cy (ball alfo have the benefit of the 
accomplUhraent of this prophecy* 
• In ver. 2 1 • the prophet fpeaks of the ulti- 
mate veugeance that i$ to be taken of Edoaij 
and the coufcquencc thereof. '* And deli- 
verers (hall go up to mount Zion, to judge 
the amount of Efau : and the kingdom (hall 
be the Loa d*Sw" Tbofc deliverers, are the 
nations, who are to. come up to the: holy 

« Sec YoU I. pt iS* kc» iL p^ 36* 3cc« 

land. 
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knd> to war Againft E^6m t ilid tfiii'^aifcffi^ 
thfe houfe of Jofeph . - Ahd," becaufti tliijr MiM 
bt inftrumt^ntai in the adivtry of th* -fijiid- 
frbrh the pdwtr of thfe childreti bf Edotti^^ 
and iilflidt cxtmpliry vengcaAcc' bn thclriii^ 
they, thcrtfbrt aft tzWtAdelrbtrers i alth6\i|^fi' 
they will alfo be confumed In this wat : 
howevfer, in regard of Edorti, whoni khcy 
will drive out of the country, &rtd ultfcrly 
deftroy / the prophet faid, and ddii^Si^^r^ 
fkall go up to mount Zion, Bccr^ And in likt 
manner, the prbphet called * AfJyrla,* tik rod 
of bis anger I and Nebuch^dnc«;afi' bisfiM 

* • » » 

vant "f: and Cyrtis bis akohUkd% : itoVvh ?ei 
gard of tftemfiilVes, or their own ifrti'lHfiek 
^ofth I but in regard tor thc'a<93 thcy|M*^t 
formcdi'by tht decree of the moft Hilgfi^ *Jk 
taking ven'geanec on thdft Whom h^ ftAtf 
doomed to punlftimcnt. Aiidirt this'^feh^^ 
the prophet calls thofe deliverers. - Ahil 
when the pafferlty of Efaiu/ diall' ht en- 
tirely cut 6iFy then, the kingdom! ffial! '^ 
the Load's J fot then, idolatry will xiHiofi^ 

t J^^^ "^« 9- * **^"» 6. ; I Ifai xW. ». . 

G g 2 ceafe 
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ceafe in the earthy gnd.a^i.men will a,cknp\Y* 
Ifdge the Unity of <59d, and his I^Lqgdom : 
agreeable to what. the prjc^phet ^chariah 
faidt (r4» 9O ** And the Lord (hall be king 
over all the earth : in that day the Lord . 
alone ,ihall. be acknowledged, and his name 
(ihall alfo be)one/' 

From the explanation here given of this 
important prophecy, the fix following fun- 
damental principles aie deducible.. Firfi:, 
'J^hP vengeance which God will take on aU 
th^ uations for the evil they have done to 
IfraelAas mentioned vcr. 15— 16* ** For 
the d^y ^f the Lord (is) near upon .^11 the 
patipn^.-'— All the nations round about fcall 
^rinkr.they (hall drink and (hall fwallpw 

4pwA; .?"fl. t^y ^^^ ^ ^s though they bad 

PQt been/' And. wluch. agreest with, jthe 

frji principk.cQn\»i^^^ ,^inrfbe F9pheci9j8 of 

Sec9q4> the .jparticular vcj^gje^nce , which 
' pO!d.,^iU take pn.Edoip ia the ^tj^r days,^ 
according to the dejcr^ed pnfummation : as 
mentioned ver. 9. — 18* '* That every one 
may be cut off frbni the mount of Efau.— 
And there (hall hot be (any) relhaiiiing of 
' . ^ '' the 
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tne.houfe of Eft u : .- for the Lor d had fpokcn 
it/' And which agrees with the fe^ond 
principle: of the propheGies of Ifaiah. 

Third, the redemption and faivation of the 
nation; as mentioned in ver, 17. &c.&c. 
^^ And the houfc of Jacob (hall poffefs their 
poffeflions-" &c. &c. And which agrees 
with t\kt third principle of the prophecies pf 
Ifaiah. 

Fourth, the return of the ten tribes ; as 
mentioned, ver. 18—19, ** And the houfc 
of Jacob fliall be a fire, and the houfe of 
Jofepha flame ;--Ai>d they (hali poiTefs 
the field of Ephraim, and the field of Sa- 
maria :" And which agrees with the fourth 
^r/w///(? of the prophecies of Ilaiah,. 

Fifth, that iht.^hechinab, or divine pre- 
fcnce will be reftored tp Ifracl j as mention- 
ed ver. 17. ,** But upon mount Zion (hall 
be deliverance, and there fhall be holinefs :" 
And J which agrees with th& eighth principle 
of the prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Sixth, that all the world will then ac- 
knowledge the Unity of God, and his king- 
dom : as mentioned ver. 21. And the 
kingdom (hall be the Lord's,". And which 

agrees 
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agrees with the twelfth principle of the pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah. 

Now, it IS impoffiblc to explain thofe 
promifes as being accomplifhed at the re- 
turn of the Jews from Babylon j for then^ 
the ten tribes did not return i and it is they 
who are to be inftrumental in the dcftrudlion 
of the houfe of Eiau j a3 mentioned ver. i8. 
•* And the houfe of Jofeph a flame ;*^ &c; 
And it is well known to every perfon^ the 
Icaft converfant in Scripture, that th^ houfe 
^y^iphf denotes the ten tribes, called the 
kingdom of Ifrael i fo that it cannot befald, 
that at their return from Babylon, the hoiile 
of Jofeph was a flame, and the houfe of £/au 
flubble I and which wa$ to be burnt and 
confumed by the houfe of Jofeph i for the 
fubjedion of the Idumeans, was efFcdtcd by 
Hyrcanut of the race of the Afmoneans, of 
the houfe of Aaron thcPrieft ; and not of 
the houfe of Jofeph : as the houfe of Jofeph 
did not return, when thofe of Jud^h' arid 
Bcnjaroini and the Priefls and Levires re- 
tuhicdifrom Babylon. . Bcfides, the houft 
ufEfaia, vvas hot then totally confumed, ifo 
that there was not emf' reniamiig df (he houic 

: » of 
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of Efau : neither was every one cut off from 
the mount of Efau by flaughter. Wc may 
alfoaik, at what time did thole of the capti* 
vity who were in France and Spain inherit 
the cities of the fouth i ^nd when did deli- 
verers go up to judge the mount of Efau ? 
And it is lilfo clear, that God did not then 
take vengeance on the other iiations, as^licrc 
defcribcd by the, prophet, From all which, 
it is'manifcfl: to demonftratioh, that this* 
pirophecy was not. fulfilled at their return 
from Babylon, nor during the reigb of the 
Afmoncan princes. And it is equally clear, 
from the afts recorded of Jefus in the New 
Teftament, that none of thofe principles 
were accompliflied in his perfon ; or during 
his miniftry. And it would only be a waflc* 
of time, to prove that, they cannot by any 
means be applied to the fpiritualizing fchemc 
of the Chriftians : whence it is demonftra- 
blc, that this prophecy remains to be accom* 
plifhed. at the future redemption of the 
ivbole nation, by the hands of the true Mef- 
fiah. Amen. 
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\ t. 



• • • 

^Tp H E tenth who proph^ficd concerning 
the future redemption,, and falvatiou 
of the nation, and the punid^ment of theif 
enemies, wa§ Micah the JVjforafthitc; and 
from whom, I (hall fele(^ two prophecies, 
whigh fpeak in a clear, and unequivocal 
manner of thpirfMt\ire reftoratioh, and the 
peace aqd happinefs, both fpiritual and tem-f 
poral which they are then to enjoys to|;ether 
with the leftoratioft of the l^ingdom to the 
houfe of Pavid* 

The firft prophecy commences Chjp. iv. 
vcr. I . and is continued to th? laft verf? of 
Chap. vi. 

Before we proceed to the explanation of 
this prophecy, it is neqeflary to premife, that 
the fubje(S matter of the four firft verfcs of 
this prophecy, is the fame^ as that deUver^d 
l^y liaiah, in the fecond, third, and fourth 

verfcs 
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verfes of the fccond chapter of his book; 
with fcarccly any material, variation J favc, 
that Micah hath cmbclli/ljecl. it, (^vcr. 4.) by 
the addition of ^ fentcnpe, ^^ And they ihall 
^t every man under his vine/' ^, And 
which^ as I fhall ^ew in the explanation^ 
fully evinces that, this prophepy, (as we^ 
^s that of Ifaiah) foretells the future reftor 
ration of the nation, and the umver/al pc^LCc^ 
;ind hap|>inerS| tha( they^ and ^// fn^nkinc]^ 
are then tp enjoy. 

Fof as the prophet piakes ufe of the cx^ 
.preffion, in fhf latter days*^ it is plear, that 
hjc jfh^rfby paean t the fjays of the Meffiah 1 
and thus ifay Kir^c^i^nA Abarbanal^ ^^ Where 
the lattpr times are pjcntionied iij Spripturc, 
the days of thp Mefliah arc always mpaqt/* 
See alio 'Nacbmonides on Geneijs i^\%. % . And 
3ifhop Lpwth, in his notes on the fccond 
fchaptpr of Ifaiah, after having cited lUnir 

• The explanation here givien of thi^ fix^ part of ths 
prophecy, ift nearly the fame as that on ihtfirfi profht^j 
of liaiab, (Sec Y^l* Ifi- P- !68. l(C.) but which, in order 
to preferye the conDc^tion of the whole of this prophecy of 
Micahi I have now repeated ^ and which I hope, will plead 
my excttie with the regder j inore efpecially, if he duly coil- 
fidf rs the iipportaoce of ibe fubjedi* « 

Vol. III. H h chi's 
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chTs opinion on the faid words, viz. that 
the latter days, denote the days of the Mef- 
fiah, adds, >''And, in regard to this place, 
nothing can be more clear and certain." 
And Pr. Newcombe,' Archbiihop of Ar^ 
magh, in his notes on this chapter of Mi- 
cah, obfervcs, ** Thefc four vcrfes contain 
a prophecy which was to be fulfilled by the 
coming of the.Mefliah," So far he is right ; 
but when he adds, that " Then the Gen- 
tiles were to be admitted into a covenant 
with God, and the apoftlcs were to preach 
the Gofpel, beginning at Jerufalem : Luke 
xxiv. \r]. Ads ii. 14. &c. When Chrift 
was to be the fpiritual judge, and king of 
many people, was to convince many nations 
of their errors and vices, and was to found 
a religion which had the ftrongeft tendency 
to promote peace." It is plain that, he 
errs, and has totally miftaken the truefenfe 
of the prophecy, and fo hath Biihop Lowth; 
and all the Chriftian writers who have 
efpoufed that opinion : for it is well known 
throughout the world, that no fuch unU 
wrfal peace p as is here foretold by the pro- 
phets^ (Ifaiah and Micah) hath ever taken 

piace 
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place yet, although eighteen hundred years 
have elapfed fince the faid religion hath been 
founded : neither hath the mountain of the 
temple of the Lord been eftabli(hed oii the 
top of the mountains, &c. as will be fhewn 
prefently. For in the firft three verfes of 
the prophecy, the prophet hath aflured us 
of five things, or events, that are to take 
place, and be accomplifhed in the latter 
days, i. e. at the coming of the true Mef- 
iiah. 

Firft, That the temple fhall be rebuilt, 
and continue, fo as not to be deftroyed any 
more; as he fays, verfe i. y Audit (hall 
come to pafs in the latter days *, that thc^ 
mountaia of the houiib of the Ijoku (hall- be 
eftabliihed on the top of the mountains/V 
By the word efiabHJbidf it isr plain, that he, 
meant, it^ ihpuld be Jixed unalterably. 0(< 
courfe, it was not to be dcftroyfsrd. any 
more* . , 

Second, ^^ And it fhall be exalted above 
the hills :" But this ex9ltatit>n, will not be 
merely an exaltation of place \ neither will 

* * "^ Hcb. In the end of days. 
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it cofifift in the greatiiefs of the buildliig f 
but in its hQltnefs and fanOity i as mention-^ 
cd t " And the people * (hall flow unto it/' 
For this is not to be eflteAed by indhiduals 
onfyf bat by whoU nations, as the prophet 
fays, ver. 2. ^^ And many nations fliall gO| 
and ihall (ay^ Con;ie ye^ and kt us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord^ and to the houfe 
of the God of Jacob/' 

Third, That all tiation* will theil ac* 
knowledge the true Unity of God, and free* 
ly confefs, that the Lord alone is God; 
and that their fathers inherited f lies> and 
vanity, and things wherein there is no pro* 
fit." They therefore, will all be defirous of 
being inftru^ed in the true Law of God, as 
the pro{^et fays, ^* And he will teach us 
f of his ways ; and we will walk in his paths/' 

That is, we all will ferve him with one ac« 
cord s agreeable to what the prophet Ze^ 
phaniah (iii. 9.) fays. For then will I tarn 
the (hearts of the) people % (to) a pure Ian-* 
guage^, that thby fhay all call upon the 
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• Heb. Peoples. f Jcrcra. xtri. 19. 

I Heb. People!. ^ Heb. £«ip. 
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hdtitko of the LoRD^to fcrve him, with one 
confent*/' And thus alfo tfays the propheC 
Zechariah^ (xiv. 9,) <^ And the Lord flial^ 
be king over all the earth : in that day the 
LoRQ alone fliiall be acknowledged^ and his 
name (hall alfo be oneV And therefore, 
they will all come up to the mountain of 
the Lord, in order to be taught, as men«» 
tioncd prefently after : ** For from Zion 
(hall go forth the Law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jcrufalcm. 

Fourth, and fifth, '' That the MefEab, 
who is to teach the nations the word of the 
f^QfiD, which is to go forib from Zion, wilt 
judge, aiui pkad with the nations, concern*^ 
ing their different fentiments in re%ioiit 
for as great part of the wars and an]mofitie9 
have been occafioned, and are yet owing to 
the difference of religious opinions, the pro**- 
phct informs us^ that in thofe day s, all thole 
difputes will \>zfaitUly terminated \ becaufe^ 
the nations will all unanimouily embrace the 
word <>f Godt which will be the caufe of 
' unherjal peace in the world ; and that, in 

• Hcb. Shoulder. 
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fuch a complete and perfcd: manner, as to 
induce them to deilroy the very weapons of 
war; as mentioned verfe 3d. *• Ai>d he 
Ihall judge between many people *, and he 
ihall rebuke mighty nations -f* afar off: and 
they ihall beat their fwords into plo»gh* 
(hares, and their fpears into pruning-hooks: 
nation fhall not lift fword againft nation, 
neither (hall they learn war any more.'* 

Thus far, the two facred penmen per- 
fedly agree concerning the events, that are 
to be accompliihed by the appearance of the 
IMefBah. But Micah, hath farther ihewn^ 
that one great and particular bleffing will 
be the confequence of this univ^rfal peace^. 
and total deftrudion of the implementsjof 
war ; namely,, that every one will be con- 
tented with his own, and will not covet 
that which bclongeth to his neighbour ; fo 
that every one will dwell in peace and fafe- 
ty : as in ver, 4. ^* But they fhall fit every 
man under his vine, and under his fig-tree^ 
and none fliall make them afraidv' For the 
moQth of the Lord of hofls: h%th ipoken 

(it.") 

• Heb* Peoples. | Heb. To afar. 
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Now, it is evident from all hiftory^ both 
iaered and profane, that none of the five 
events pointed out in this prophecy, have 
fls yet, ever been fulfilled : for the temple 
t)uilt at - their return from the Babyloniih 
captivity, was fo far from being cftabliflicd^ 
that it was in a few centuries after, totally 
defl:royed by the Romans, And it is alfo 
cviderit, that all nations, have not hitherto 
acknowledged the true Unity of God : nei* 
ther did Jefus, at his coming, judge, and 
plead with the nations, concerning their dif- 
ferent and jarring faiths, fo as to terminate 
their difputes, and entirely annihilate all 
contention about them ; and thus introduce 
univcrfal peace into the world. On the 
contrary, it is manifeft, that, fince the foun- 
dation of Chriftianity, ilie fword hath fcarce 
been flieathcd ; and its hiftory evinces, that' 
m praSiieej \t has proved diametrically, op- 
pofite to the univerlal peace here foretold 
by the prophet, as we meet with little elfe 
but intolerance, perfecutions, bloodihed, 
maflacres, &c. as hath been fhewn at large, 
in -the fecond prophecy of Ifaiah^ VoU I. p. 
97, &c. 
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, But above ali^ let.us now take a view of 
the prcfcnt ftate of Europe, and we fli^l 
find thatf War, with all it» concooiitant 
horrors^ rages at this inftant *, in t|ie moft 
dreadful manner, between almo/l all tbc 
powerful ftaies in Chriilendom ; and which 
is canned on, with almoft unparalleled vio* 
lencei defolating countries, and reducing 
the wretched inhabitants^ |o the utmoft 
wretchcdncfs^nd n:iiferyt Into this terrible 
war, the Mahometans have alfo beendravvn, 
and which is likely to kindle^ apd fpread the 
flames of war, ftill wider : fo that inftcad of 
the world enjoying any faph uniyerfal peacei 
as is here (hewn by the prophet, under the 
beautiful, poetical, and clailical image, of all 
mankind *^ beating their fwords into plough- 
(hares, and their fpears into pruning hooks/' 
We are involved in calamities, the very re* 
verfe of this glorious and happy ftate ^ and 
may juftly fear and drcgd, that we are at 
length come to the precife period of time, 
when that dreadful denunciation of the pro-» 
phet Joel -ff concerning the horrible and 

• Tfac beginning of ihc year 1800, 
. J^ Joel* iii* !•• 

tre-i 
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tremendous war* that is to take place among 
all nations, in the latter days, is to cota^ 
mence ; and which, he has ihewn by ao 
image, the reverie of that ufcd by the pro.^ 
phcts Ifaiah, and Micah^ •^ Beat your 
plough (hares into fwords, aqd your ppi^ 
ning hoojcs into fpcars/' This fliews that, 
the moil: forpiidable prepaiatiops are to 
be made for ^hi; war; ^ud which is a<£lually 
the cafe at pf efent : for go where ever yoa 
will, in ^Imoft all parts of Europe, 6cCf 
and you will fcarcely hear any thipg, but 
the horrid din of war, and the clang of guoi^ 
and trumpets, and the foleipn ^und of 
drums : of arfps anid armies ruihjng to the 
dreadful pombat, C^n tjlfen ?ny hpneft jm«. 
partial perfon, lay his han4 on his hparf, am} 
declare th^l, the fenown world hath at any 
time, fince the foqndation of Cbriftianity, 
enjoyed fuch uniycrfal peace ? Surely Not f 
What then arc we to infer from this, but 
that the promife of an mherfal peace^dtMvtXf 
ed by the propljets, bath never been fi»lfii]e4 
at the coming of Jefus^ nor during thceigh- 
teen centuries, that Chriftianity hath cxiftecj 
in the worjd : and that it remains to be 
Vol. Ill, I i 
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r.cconiplifhed by the hands of the true Mcf- 
fiuh. 

* In ver. 5, the prophet (hews that, all man- 
kind will then ferve the Lord only. " For 
all the people * will walk every one in the 
name of his god ; and we will walk in the 
name of the Lord our God, for ever and 
fever." That is, till that time, all the nations 
will walk every one after the name of his 
god r aslhey will not repent of their errors 
^nd vicqs, till they (hall be reclaimed by the 
Mcffiah ; whp will (hew them the true way. 
But .we, the houfe of Ifrael, will conftantly 
walk in the name of the Lord our God, for 
ever and ever. For although the temple 
(hall be deftroyed, and w? carried into cap- 
tivity ; yet, .will we not change our God, 
for any other god ; but will continually 
,walk in his name : agreeable to what the 
Pfalmift faid -j-, " If we have forgotten the 
name of our god, or (Iretched out our hands 
10 a ftrange god." This explanation, is ac- 
cording to Kimchi & Aben Ezra : but Abar- 

banal explains it th^s. That all the peo« 

• . • • • 

• Heb. Peoples. f P&lm* xliv. zu. 
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pie, who now walk every one in the namtf ' 
of his gofd, and ^e alfo, will then, 'at that* 
time, a/l wilk together in the natoe of the' 
Lord our Gdd : and which wilkin^ in; th)9 

• * 

name of the Lord, will hot be tettiporrfry 5 ^ 

but will continue fbr ever and ever :^ as th*y 

• • • _ 

will neter return to nn any more. Thus, 
will afl mankind be taught the true way, 
and walk ihthe paths of the God of Jacob, 
forever. ''• '• '^ ' • '. " / .i^N. - 
The -prophet then (hews in figurative 
language, that -at thit time, the outcaflfs of 
Ifrael (hall all be gathered togcthci*': as in 
ver. 6. ' ** In that' day, faith the Lor'd,? I 
will gather her that halteth, and her that i^ 
driven out will I affembiie ; arid her Whoft* 
I have afflided/' For by Aer that -haititl^^ 
he alluded to the ten tribes ;; and \yj htr'thai 
was driven out^ he alluded to the deftrucflion 
of the firft temple : and by her whom I^bave 
affiiSled; to the dcftrudion of the fecond 
temple. And, although the captivities were 
three in number, yet, were the kingdoms 
of thofc that were carried captive, but two : 
namely, the kingdom of Ifrael, arid the king- 
dom of Judah : as the prophet fays, ver. 7, 

112 " And 
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«< And I will make h«r that halted a * refi. 
dipe," And which denotet the tea tribes. 
*• And her that was rcmoVed'f' afar off, a 
iboog nation :*' This denotes the kingdom 
of Judah i which will be the mo(| powers 
fill ; becaufe the kingdom will be reftofed 
to them^ (as will be ihewn in the imme^i* 
ately fucceeding verfe) And over all cjf them 
together | ii t. the children of Jfraeli and th^ 
children of Judah^ the Lord alon^ 0^d| 
reign for ever i as in the lajt? i: member of 
the verfe* *' And the Lord fhall rei^n ovec 
them in mount Zion, from h^nc^Qrth even 
for ever/' Aqd which promife aiTui^ss w^ 
firft^ that thpre (hall not thenceforward^ b^ 
any falfe worfhip in the holy land j and fe^ 
condly^ that they (hall never be in fubje^on 
j foany mortal power j nor go into captivity 

♦ Heb. For a refidue* ' 

+ The verb HK^nSI ttfcd hct-c in the jJarticiplc paft 
fivt» properly figoifies jto 'pui^ Imther and iartber oS» or 
to drive from you ; or to that purpofe. Set Gta. laxp 
9« And which is jufUy and forcibly applied to thofe df 
the kingdom of Judah : for they have indeed been puAed 
and driven fwm place to place, and from kingdom to king^ 
dom, as bath been (hewn at large in the courfe of this 
work. See Introdu^on kt. 
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snore $ as the Lord oaly will reign over 
them in mrnnt Zim. 

The prophet then in like figurative langu** 
age» fhews chat^ although formerly^ the na« 
tion was divided into two kingdoms ; yet^ 
(hould it not be fo at the time of the future 
r^jftoration j for then xht whole nation ihall 
be incliided in the kingdom of Judah and Je**- 
rufalem : ver# 8 » ^^And thou, O tower of the 
flock, the fortrefs of the daughter of Zion/' 
The prophet calls Jeruf alem, or the daugh^ 
ter pf Zion, a tower ^ as being the toWer of 
David ^; and, becaufe all the tribes, will 
then have a Oiare in Jerufalem ; as ihewn 
by Ezekiel *f; he therefore calls Jerufalenf 
and Zion, the tower oi the flock : that is, the 
tower of Ifrael, who may properly be calli- 
cd t&e hord's flock. And, to fliew that, Je^ 
rufalem and Zion, will never more be fub» 
.duedi or defolated ; he calls it, a fortrefs : a 
flrongboidp not to be fubduedk 

In the latter member of the verfe, he /hews 
that the kingdom fball return to Judah as 

* See Solom. Song* iv« 4. 
\ Seespage aS. 29. kz* 

aforeii 
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kforettme ; and that Jerufalcm fhall be the 
metropolis of the kingdom. '* Unto thee 
it fhall come, for the fotmet doniinion fliall 
return, even tbe kingdom, to the daughter of 
Jtrufalem." And now, fihce'lhy profpe<5t 
isfo fairi why doft thou lament fo bitterly I 
asfin ver. 9, •^ And' ndw^^wbyi doft thou 
ctf iMl ^ loudly ? Is there no king ih thee ? 
hath thy. counfcllorperifhcd ? for ^a4>gfc havd 
fiezed. ihec, » as a: woman i» travail/* Doft 
4:faou:t&tnk that tky king^and comnfellor hath 
abfolAitcly hidden hk face from thee, and to- 
tally, withdrawn his provideube from thee, 
»that^thou art thus in pain, as a woman in 
:tra;vaiJ ?fNo : thou art hottoitihmk'fo: for 
jiltheiugh thou hait caufe to be* ih . p^n, on 
account of thy.qaptivity ; yet, fhalt thou be 
^^livcred byrhim irom thence v*, as in vcr. rd; 
«Be in pain, .and labour to bring - fc^th, 'O 
daughter of Zion, as a woman in - travarf ; 
for now thou (halt go forth from the city, 
and flialt dwell in tbe %ld :" As is the cafe 
iwith the captives who are brought out from 
the different cities and left in the fields with- 

• Hcb. Crying but, orfliouting. 

out 
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out the cities till they are all c6llcSed- togc- 
ther : and this, is what the prophet alludes 
to, by dwelling in the field. *' And thou 
fhaltgo (even) unto Babylon :" To which 
place they were carried captive. 

And concerning their vifitation, he faid, 
'* There (halt thou be delivered : therd (hall 
the Lord redeem thee from the hand of' 
thine enemies." This, he fpoke in regard^ 
to the firft captivity : and, in regard of the 
deftruaiori of thefecond temple, he faid, 
ver. 1 1 • ** And now many nationsf are ga- 
thered againft thee : who fay, let her be de- 
filed^ and let our eyes fee (their defirej on 
Zibn/' This is faid of the numerous hoft 
which, came with the Romans and Titus. 
And, becaufe, God will judge them for this, 
in the latter days, and infli<a exemplary pu- 
nifhment on them ; the prophet fays, ver,- 
12. *'But they know not the thoughts of 
the Lord, neither underftand they his coun- 
€c\ : for he (hall gather them as the fheaves ♦ 
into the threfliing floor." And then ifracl 
{hall threfh them^ as in ver. 13. «* Arife 

* ' ♦ Hcb. Sheaf. 

and 
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and thitflit O daughter of Zion : for I will 
make thine horn iron*» and thine hoofs 
will I make brafs : and thou (halt beat in 
pieces many peoplef*; and I will devote their 
gain untQ the Lord^ and their fubflancs un- 
to the Ix)RO of the whole earth/' They^ 
will be devoted to the (laughter^ and their 
fubftance will be facred to the I^ord of the 
whole earth* 

And lome underftand verfe ii^ ^fo to 
refer to the latter days, and <bcplain it thus^ 
And now, that is, at the time when the 
captives ihall be gathered, ^^ many nations 
are gathered againfl thee ; who lay, let her 
be defiled/' &:c. Let Zion be defiled by 
her iniquities, that ihe may be deftroyed as 
aforetime ; fo that we may ^e the day we 
hoped to for. '^ But they know not thf 
thoughts of the LoRp/* They know not. 
why he Airred up their fpirit to come up 
againll Jerufalem : for they imagined, that 
it was to take the fpoil, and defolate her» 
But in this, they did not underiland his 

• This is a part of the alfegory, which it bcaafi* 
fully taken from the laft line of the preceding vcrfe* 
J Hcb« Peoples. 
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counfcl : for he ftirred them up, (aj £ze«» 
kicl fays ♦, "When I caufe thee to come, 
up from the north quarters, and bring ^©r 
upon the mountains of Ifrael/') in ordpr Jo 
gather them as theiheaves into the th^^ik^fig, 
floor : that Ifrael may threfh them &c. iD/w-. 
cAi. 6cc. So that according to either expla- 
nation, it is clear, that in the lattcV. <ky^ 
the nations are to be pun iihed in a. nibft 
exemplary manner, on the . mountains 6£ 
Ifraeh - 

In Chap, v^ven i. the prophet continues 
to fpeak.of the nations inthe latter days. 
<* Now affemblc thyfelf in troops, Qdatighr 
ter of trqpps'f: he hath laid iiege againft us ; 
they have fmitten the judge of Ifrael with a 
rod upon the cheek.'' According to Kim\;bt^ 
this is addrcfled to the nation ; and (^ is 
called the daughter of troops, on accQUpt 
of the number ©f troops of the different u^ 
tions, that will then come up agaiafl thpie 
of the nation, who fliall be in the holy land: 
and the iiege mentioned, is that of Gog and 
Magog againft Jerufalem. Aqd, becaufe, 

• Ezek. uxix. a* f Heb. Of a trobp» 

Vol. UI. K k '^ half 
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•• half of the city will go into captivity*^** 
and the judges and great men will be fmit- 
tci> on the cheeks, by way of contempt, &c* 
He therefore faid, *' They have .finitten 
with a rod upon the check, the judge of 
IfraeL 

- But Jarchi underftands ** the daughter of 
troops/' to allude to the Chaldeans, who had 
laid iiege to Jerufalem : and, as if the pro** 
phet had faid to the Babylonians, what, or 
who, is it that hath enabled thee thus to tri- 
umph over the nation ? Evcft Ifrael them- 
felves : becaufe, they mocked their j^ophetsr 
and judges j and fmote them on the cheek* 
And thus faid Ifaiah-f-, '* 1 g^ye my back to 
the fmiters, and my cheeks," &c. . 

But Abarbanal is of opinion, that minn 
which is tranflated, gather thy [elf in troops^ 
properly fignifies, cut. thyfelf*, and which ij 
derived from *1^i, the fame root, as itnotcs 
a troop J, &c. And, as he called a ccrtaiu 
nation, that had fent troops into the land of 
Ifrael, and bcficged Jerufalem, nnjn^/iJr 

• Zech* XIV. 2. t ^f*** '• ^* 

X See Lingua Sacra Radix *n:i, where you will fiod 
exaroplei of both fignificatioiu. 

daughter 
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daughter of a troops he made ufe of the tcrm^ 
nijinn ; (and which is a moft beautiful and 

- elegant mode of fpeech, peculiar to the He- 
brew) and by which, he informs us, that 
at the time of the downfall of that nation;^ 
(i e. the Romans) flie will, on account of 
the greatnefs of her calamity, cuf^ and tear 
herfelf, from mere rage and defpair *, The 
prophet alfo obferves, that during this long 
and woful captivity, that very nation, fmote 
the judges of Ifrael on the cheek ; as they 
treated the heads of the nation with the ut- 
moft cruelty, derifion, and contempt. Of 
this, we have innumerable inftanccs in hifto- 
ry. The prophet therefore faid, Now may- 
eft thou weep and wail, and (ut thy/elf*, for 
the time of thy vifitation is come i when 
thou fhalt |3e feverely punifliecj for all the 
evil that thou haft done. And, as the proT 

* phet in ver, i . fpoke of the deftriiaion of 
that nation in the latter days, he now pro- 
ceeds to fpeak of the Meiliah^ who is the 

X 

• AtuI thus we find die priefts of Baal did, a« men- 
tioned, I King xviii. iB. ** And they cried aloud> and 
^ut theoifclvc* after tbcir manner with knives and lancets, 
till the blood guihed out upon them«*' 

K fc 9 prince 
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prince that is to reign over Ifrael : and (hcWS, 
that he is to be the defccndant of David, as 
in vcr. 2. ** And thou Bethlehem- Ephra- 
thah, (though) thou be little among the 
thoufands of Judah, (yet) out of thee (hall 
come forth unto me, (he who is) to be the 
ruler in Ifrael ; and his goings forth (have 
been) from of old, from ancient times." 
That is, we are not to fuppofc that, the place 
of his birth, is to be Bc:thlchem; but that 
his goings forth, i. e. .his defcent^ was from 
thence ; and that, from a very ancient pro- 
genitor : and which (hews, that the Mcffiah 
is to be the lineal defcendant of David, from 
the ancient flock and ftem of Jefle, of Beth« 
lehem Judah *. 

And, as the prophet had mentioned 
(Chap. iv. 13. 14.) that it was God's coun- 
fel, that the nations (hould be gathered as 
ftieaves into the threfliing-floor ; and that 
Ifrael flball threfli them ; he now informs 
us, that they are to remain in captivity till 
then ; for that there is, a certain and deter- 
minate period t for their redemption ; as 

♦ See Vol. I. p. 74« '^c* 

+ .Thus fays Mofc», S«c Vol, !• p« 58, 

* there 
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there IS a certain titoe for the child bearing 
woman to bring forth. And at that time, 
they will be in great trouble*, even as a 
woman in travail : as in ver. 3. *' There- 
fore will he give them up, until the time 
(that) flic who travaileth hath brought 
forth f . 

And becaufc, the ten tribes will be the 
firft that wijl make war with the nations, 
and who will afterwards be joined by the 
children of Judah and Benjamin, the jpro- 
phet therefore, in the latter member of the 
verfe, fays, ** Then the remnant of their % 
brethren fliall return unto the children of 

> 

Ifrael.'*' That is, they fliall join the ten 

• And fo fays Jeremiah ; " And a time of didrefs 
urlll it be to Jacob)*' &c. See Vol* II. p. 131* And 
Daniel alfo obfervet, that it will be a time of trouble* 
Chap. xii# i« ** And there ftiall be a time of trouble^ fuch 
as never was fince there was a nation^ (even) to that 
time ;•' &c. 

f The Rabbins obfcrve, (See Gcmara- in Yoma foU 
X. 1.) •• That the Ion of David, (i. e. the Meffiah) will 
not come» till tke wicked kingdom hath extended its power 
over the whole worlds for the fpace of nine months : at 
11 faid, (Micah ▼• 2.) Therefore will he give them pp/* 
&c. Henee it may be perceived in what fenfci the Tal* 
mtidifts uRderfiood'thii sdkgory. * | Hcb* Hi8« 

tribes. 
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tribes. And, when this is cfFcdlcd, then, the 
ruler abovementioned, whofe goings forth, 
have been from Bethlehem, (hall arife, and 
feed them ail in the name, flrength, and 
majefty of his God : as in ver. 4, ** And he 
ihall ftand, and (hall feed (his flock) in the 
flrength of the Lord ; in the majefty of the 
name of the Lord his God :" That is, by 
means of the vengeance, which God will 
take on the nations ; when he will vindicate 
the majefty of his holy name, which hath 
been profaned among thofc nations. And 
then, Ifraetfliall abide in peace and fafety ;. 
becaufe, the name of the Meffiah, will be 
great mUo the cuds of the earth: as in the 
latter member of the verfe. ** And they 
fliall dwell {in peace): for now fhall he be 
great unto the ends of the earth/* 

And, becaufe, when Ifrael dwelt in their 
land aforetime, they were afraid of theAfly- 
rian, who was their enemy; and of whom 
they were in continual dread of invafion j 
the prophet therefore informs us, that then 
it ^ill not be fo -, for the Meffiah will give 
peace to the whole earth 1 ver. 3* And 
this (ruler) (hall be (our) peace, wheo the 

Af- 
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Aflyrian Ihall come into our land, and whcft 
he (hall tread in our palaces ;'* So that the 
real fenfe of this is, that, although the Af- 
fyrians {hall then come into our land^ it 
will be in a peaceable manner ; as the Mef- 
fiah will then be the caufe of univerfal 
peace. 

The prophet proceeds to (hew that, they 
will then not only be in peace with Ifrael j 
but will likewifebe in fubjeftion to them-: 
as in the latter member of the ver. &c* 
** Then fhall we raife againft him feven* ru* 
lers, and eight principal men. / And they 
fhall wafte the land of Aflyria with the 
fword,and the land of Nimrod with her own 
drawn -f fwords : thus (hall he deliver (us) 
from the AiTyrian, when he (hall come into 
our land^ and when he fhall tread in our 
borders.** The real fenfe of which is, that 
becaufe the Aflyrian s and Babylonians de- 
ftroyed the land of Ifrael, and carried the 
nation into captivity ; they are therefore, alfo 
to be defolated^ and brought into fubjedion 

• Perhaps a definite number for an indefinite* 
f And fome think, it denotes the eutraticii tbenof. See 
Jarchii Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and AbirbantI/ in Loc 

to 
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to Ifrael; who will appoint rulers over 
thern^ to keep them in obedience : fo that 
whenever they (hall have occafion to come 
into the land of Ifrael, it will be in a peace- 
able and fubmiffive manner. Thus will the 
Meffiah cfFedl our deliverance. And hence, 
we may perceive, that in the latter days, 
Aflyria will live in peace and amity with 
Ifrael ; but which will not be the cafe with 
Edom ; for as Edom was the principal ene- 
my of Ifrael, flie is therefore, to be wholly 
confunied from off the face of the earth • 
as already fljcwn in the courfc of this 
work *. 

The prophet then in beautiful allegorf- 
cal language,* fpeaks of the future flourifli- 
ing, and vid:orious ftateof the nation ; ver. * 
7* &c, " And the remnant of Jacob (hall 
be in the midft of the many people-f-, as the 
dew from the Lord, as the (howers upon 
the grafs ; which tarrieth not for man,, nei- 
ther waiteth for the fons of men/'f The 
fenfc of this beautiful figure, is, that as the 

«- 

• Sec VoL I. p. ia6« &c» And Vol. III. p. 135, &c, 
f Hebt Peoples. 

dew 
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dew and fhowers of rain, are not brought 
on the earth by . the means of man ; even Co 
will it be in the latter days^ .with the rem^ 
nant of Jacob, when they /hall be in great 
trouble imotig the many nations, who then 
will be uV war with them : for they will not 
require help of Egypt, or of Ailyria, as they 
ufed to do aforetime !^^ as they will not tarr/ 
for Wi?;/,' neither wait for the Jofis of men : but 
will put their fole tr«>fl in the Lord^ and 
not in man. to deliver them from all their 
trouble. 

In verfeS, the prophet purfues thealle# 
gory. *^ And the rdfidue of Jacob fliall bo 
aniong the. nation Sy in the midft ot many 
people*?!', as a*. (lion): among the cattle of 
the foMft; as a young lion amoi)g the j[}pck$ 
oS'ijndt^: who, whoi ht pafleth thrpugb, 
tr^^ddth dow»^and't»reth ; andinone dcli^ 
vcreth/' ^y this figure, th? prophet ihew- 
ed^.thatv although lirael (hould be greatly 
diminifhed during this long and dreadful 
captivity; wherein they have been dei^y* 



^ »• 



f Sec I, King, xvi. ;• U xviu 4. Sec. 
^ Bcb. Pe6ploi. 
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ed by thoUpmdsf and tens of tbwjands^ yttf 
ihould the remnant of them, be among the. 
nations, in the inidft of many difiereiitpeo- 
pie, who will come to war agatnft dieta ; as 
a defouring iion among the cattle of the fo- 
feft, and as a youag lion aipoag the flocks 
of fheep: that is, ihcy (hall have the courage, 
and ftrength of a lion, to overcome their 
enemies: for although there ihpuld be bat 
6ne dcvourmg lion among the beafls of the 
foreft, or ' one young iion among the flocks 
of (hcep, yet ihall that one lion, tread down^ 
tear in pieres, atid deftroy the numerous 
cattle and flocks of £heqi» who have not 
power to ftand before him, even Co will If* 
racl overcome thofe t^t oppofe tfajem i as 
imention^ in the prophecies of Ezckidl*, 
and Zechariah : isnd thereiwe, the prophet 
fatd, ver. g. ^^ Thine hand fliall 'be lifted 
up over thine adver&ries, and allithhie eae^ 
mies (hall be cut off/' Be not>a^iaid, or 
terrified becaufe of th«n ; but tiftthine haad 

« 

Tigatnft thine ad?erfarie«, for dll thine ene^ 

mies (hall be cut off of themfelves ; even 

' '. ." • • 

by the iword of every man ^a^nft his bro« 

• See Ezek. xxxviiu 21. £cct and Zech. xiy* 3.'ii« lfc« 
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ON THE PROPHECI.es. if^ 

ther> and the dreadful plagues^ wh^re^.fth 
the Ahuighty wiU affltd tl»m. 

And Abarbanal obierves, that the diflinc^ 
tion, which the prophet made between nnj{^ 
which denotes^ ^JuU grown Jirof^ ,aad rvi^ 
gorous km I ai>d "i*iO, a young Ik^iji Was tO; 
fhewy that as a full grown vigorous. Vvfv^^j 
hath pQwqr over all the cattle of the fo^eft,. 
fuch as the ox» thehart^ roebuckj^ ^1)^;^ 
deer, 5cc« over whom he pafli^tbj tr^adpth^ 
down, and teareth according to hja wi^Fj^ 
and the young lion, which hath no jf^ch 
power over the cattle of the ipvf^, is nf vsr^ 
thelefa fo powerful ^mong thp flof j^ o^ 
iheep, as to be able to deftroy them 4/ oncep^ 
md none be able to deliver th^ipn i evei) Qs^ 
will Ifrael be among the nations, that \^i]\ 
come to war againft Jerufaleoi* That: 1$, 
fome they will overpower, as the lion doe^ 
the cattle of the forefl; ; and vi^h arc th« 
AiTyriaas, and the other children of t^e eail» 
And to fome of them ; i. e» the children of 
£dotu» they will be as the young lion among 
the flocks of fheep, fo as tp deilroy them 
wholly, and none be able to deliver them. 
And therefore, concerning the former, he 

L 1 2 faid. 
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faid, thy bands Jhall be lifted up over thine aJ^ 
merfaries : and in regard of the latter, he 
faidy and all thine enemies p^all he cut 

The prophet then proceeds to obfcrve, 
that, as he had faid, thine hand (hall be lift- 
ed up over thine adverfaries, &c. Ifrael might 
prefume to imagine, that all this vid:ory, 
wiU be entirely owing to thctr ftrength and 
prowdk J he therefore (ay s^ ver. i o. •' And 
k fliall come to pafs in that* day, laith the 
lioItD, that I Will cut efF thine liorfes from 
the midft ^ thee^ and I Xvill- deftroy thy 
chariots •/' That is, they will not have any 
neceflity for chariots, 6r horlemen in this 
tfvar* And after it, they will tiot have oc- 
cafion for walled cities, and fortified places ; 
as in ver. 1 1. ** I will alfo cut off the cities 
of thy land, and will throw down all thy 
ftrbng holds/' For after that war, there 
will be unwerjal peace lio that there wHl be 
nbticccflity for any fuch places. And thus 
fays the prophet Zechariah ♦; ^* Jerufelem 
Ihailbc inhabited (as) towns without walls; 
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^For I Will be unto her, faith the Lord, 
a wall of fire round about." This moft fub- 
lime image, ftrongly expreffes the ptoteAioQ 
of the Deity, as will be fliewn more at large, 
when we come to treat of this prophecy of 
Z^chariah. 

The prophet farther informs u^, that they 

will not then haVe occafion for diviners^, or 

ioothfayers, toconfult them concerniug the 

fuccefs of war, &c. ses they did aforetime ; 

becaufe the fucccft of this war will folely 

depend on the affiftance of the Almighty, and 

not on that of any human power. Neither 

ihall they then have any idols, or falfe wor- 

Ihip among them : asin ver. 12, 13, & 14. 

" I will alfo cut off the forcerers out of thy 

border*; and thou fhalt have no foothfayers* 

I will alfo cut off thy graven images and thy 

ftatues from the midft of thee ; and thou 

fhalt ho niorc bow down thyfclf to the work 

of thine hands; And I will root up thy groves 

fr6m the midft of thee." For they will no 

, f Hcb. 72y. iatuf : and which properly denotes power, 
jurifdiaioD, &c. And is frequently ufcd to denote ihcjcoafts, 
or borders of a coantryi &c. 

more 
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more ofkr- facrificcs to idols, fave to the 
LoRPODly. 

The prophet alio obferves^ that when 
they are without horfes aod cbariotSt and in 
unwalled cities; and without wi(phcraft» 
and (brcerers, and all manner of idol wordup; 
then will God deftroy their enemies : as in 
the lafitjsr mpniber of ven 14. &> ver. 1 5. .''I 
will df ftroy thine enemies : And I will exe- 
cute veQgeance> in ang^r and in fury^ upon 
the nation^ which have not hearkened untQ. 
me.'' Who. have not hearkened to my Law; 
for from me this vengeance is to come upoii 
then); and not from thehories and chariots^ 
foxcererSt and images • 

From the explanation which we have here 
given of this important prophecy » the fol- 
lowing fundamental principles ajre deduci- 
ble. Firft, That all the nations of the earth 
will be converted to the true faith ; will ac- 
knowledge the true Unity of God; will fcrve 
and word:itp . him ; and earneftly de^re if> 
be inflruded in his Law : as in Chap. iv. 
ver. a. >' And many nations (hall go^ and 
ihall fay. Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord> and to the houfe of 

the 
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tiic God of Jacob/' v6cc. And whioh-agfces 
with the twelfth principle contained in the 
prophecies of iferah. 

Bccond, That thcitt* ill then \st p«acfe ift 
^11 ihe earth : ^s invcr. 4. «• Nation (hall 
iiotlift iip fword againft nation » neither (fadi 
they learn war any more/' And which agMds 
with the tWitenth pfincipk of tht *ptt>phc- 
cies of Ifaiah. 

Third, and fourth, is the future redemp- 
tion arid falvation cif'Ifrael ; and the return 
of the ten tribes : as in ver. 6. "In that 
day, faith the Lord, I will gather her that 
"haUeih, knfl her'thdt is* driven out will! 
afremble/''&c. And which agrees with the 
third zvA fourth principles of the prophecies 
of Ifaiah. 

' 'Fifth,''that the kingdom ihall return to 
the houfe,^f David, and Jerufalem : as iii 
ver. 8. and Chap. v. ver. 2. ^ And the 
former dominion ttjiall return, (even) the 

* 

kingdom, to the daughter of Jeruialcm.— ~ 
And thou Bcthlehcm-Ephrathah, '&Ct<— 
Out of thee fliall cbme forth unto me, (he 
who is) to be ruler in Ifrael :" Arid which 

agrees 
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agrees with the tenth principkol the prophe^ 
cies 1^ I(aiah« 

Sixth, that there is a certain, and deter^ 
niinate period for the redemptipn of the na- 
tion : as in vcr. %. •* Therefore will he 
give them up, until |he time when (he that 
hringeth forth hath brought forth */' And 
which agrees with the Jixtb principle of the 
prophecies of Ifaiah. 

Seventh, The punifhment of the nations^ 
as mentioned Chap. iv. 13, and Chap. v. \^. 
/* And thou fhalt beat in pieces many peo- 
ple *i and I will devote their gs^in unto the 

LoRP, &c. -I will dcftroy thine ene- 

miesj And I will execute vengeance in anger, 
and in fury, upon the nations which have 
not hearkened unto me." And which agrees 
with X^i^JirJi principle of the prophecies of 

Ifaiah, 

Eighth, The vengeance which God will 

take on £dom in particular ; as in Chap. v. 
I. "Now cut thyfelf, O daughter of trpops-j- ; 
he hath laid ficge againft us :'* And which 
agrees with the fee ond principle of the pro- 
phecies of Ifaiaht 

• ^^b. Peoples* f Of a troofb 

NOW;^ 
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Now, it is manifeft from all hiftory, that 
none of thofe great and important events 
were accomplifhed at their return from Ba- 
by Ion : or during the contiriuiince of the fe- 
cond temple : for the ten tribes were not 
rcftored : the kingdom did not return to the 
houlc of David. Neither have all the na- 
tions been brought to the knowledge of the 
true Unity of God, and earneftlydefired to 
be taught his law. ' Befides, no fuch uni-^ 
verfal peace f as is here defcribed by the pro- 
phet, hath ever yet taken place in the world, 
as above (hewn : much lefs can we fay, that 
they were accompliftied, by, or in Jefus ; as 
is clear from the whole hiftory of his life, 
while on earth; and thebiftory of the Chrif- 
tian Church fince his death : confequently, 
he could not be the promifed Meffiah here 
fpoken of. 

As to what fome Chriftian writers affert, 
that thofe great and important promifes, arc 
to be accomplifhed at the fecond coming of 
Jefus, is futile ; as I have (hewn at large, 
Vol. I. page 130. Much lefs can they be 
accommodated to the fpiritualizing fclueme 
of the Chriflians. From all which, it is 
Vol. 111. M m clear 
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to demonftration, that thofe glorious 
jjiwMtifes, efpecially, tliat univerfal peace and 
tranquillity, that is to reign among the whole 
race of mankind ; remain to be accompliOi- 
ed, and will certainly be accompliihed at the 
reAoration of the whole nation, by the hands 
of the true Mefliah fien David ; whom God 
in his great Mercy, may be pleafed to iend 
fpeedily, to redeem his chofen people, as he 
fo often hath aflured us. Amen. 
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